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WARDEN’S NOTES

The start of a New Year is a strange thing. Deep down we all realise that it really is just another day, but at the same time we know
that it is an opportune time to make a fresh start, to meet new challenges and continue to look forward.
A time when a church is without a Minister is difficult for any congregation, an interregnum is a uncertain period for a church, but we
must not get despondent.
It is at times like this when a congregation can really show how
strong it is, by working together to help as much as possible to carry on with the work of our forebears.
If we can just understand how it must have been like in the 1860’s
when our “FOUNDERS WISE WITH VISION STRONG” struggled
to establish Unitarianism in Stalybridge we can learn a lot. They
started with nothing but just look what they left us. Even though we
have lost Hob Hill Schools (through no fault of our own), we still
have a wonderful church building which, given its’ age, is in remarkable condition. Our congregation remains active and dynamic, we
are still attracting new worshippers of all ages. We really have a lot
to be thankful for.
BUT, we all really need to work together, we have no idea when
we will appoint a new Minister. There are simply not enough Ministers within the denomination and even fewer Ministers of a Free
Christian persuasion.
It’s simple really; we should be patient, we must attend as many
services as we can, not just for our own spiritual wellbeing, but to
support the efforts of the Lay Preachers who conduct our services.
We must support Fund Raising and social events to ensure we continue to interact with each other as often as possible.
Life was never advertised as being easy, we can only try our best.
That’s what we must continue to do.
Ken Howard

MINISTER
We have now been included on the Vacant Pulpit List managed
by The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches, we are offering a 50% Stipend and 50% Manse Allowance. To date we have not received any replies and/or applications.
In the meantime, we will ensure that we arrange Lay People to
conduct services every Sunday.

FAVOURITE HYMNS SERVICE
There are slips at the back of church for you to select your favourite hymn. We will pick the ten most popular hymns and then
organise a suitable date for this popular service. Please make
your selection as soon as possible.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell
and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly in our thoughts and in our prayers.

ANNE HOLDEN

Anne passed away on 6th December 2017 after a four-year battle
with cancer, she was 69 years old. Anne remained positive
throughout her illness which was diagnosed so soon after the
loss of her mum, Peggy. She also coped with the loss of her
dad, Tom, while somehow continuing to undergo her own treatment.
The Whitehead family have been an important part of our congregation for many years. They have unfailingly supported the
church through good times and bad. Their commitment to
Stalybridge Unitarian Church was total.
The funeral was held at Eastbourne Crematorium on 15th December and was conducted by Jef Jones, Lay Pastor of Westgate Chapel, Lewes.

A memorial service was held at Stalybridge Unitarian Church on
Sunday 21st January to give her friends and family a chance to
celebrate Anne’s life in the church she loved. Following the service, the family organised a private scattering of ashes ceremony
for Tom, Peggy and Anne on Hobson Moor.
Anne will be missed by everyone who knew her.

DUKINFIELD OLD CHAPEL PANTOMIME – “HUMPTY
DUMPTY”
This will take place from Saturday 17th February to Saturday 24th
February (excluding Sunday 18th). There are matinees on both
Saturdays. Tickets are £7 for adults an £3 for children under 14.
Tickets are available from Jenny Halsall on 0161 330 7450.
Please support this wonderful production.

Members of the UYPG singing at the Family Carol Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Here we are again in a brand new year – I can’t believe it is
eighteen years since we were all in a panic over the year 2000
– and it turned out to be a new year just like any other with no
major computer crashes and no planes falling out of the sky.
Let’s hope we can all pull together in 2018 and enjoy some
good social evenings and raise plenty of funds for the upkeep
of our lovely church. To help with this, please look out for the
survey form that is being circulated and fill it in to return so that
we have some idea of the type of events you would like to see
organised. If you cannot find a survey form please ask a committee member and one will be found for you.
As promised in the last Chalice, I am pleased to say we made
over £1000 at the Christmas Fair, in fact about £50 more than
last year, so very many thanks to everyone who made things,
sold things or bought things, it was a great effort!
We have arranged a couple of events already to start off the
year. The first will be a night of board games together with a
supper of pancakes. Please come along and if you have a favourite board game, bring it with you, so we can all share your
enjoyment of playing it. This will take place on Friday 2nd February starting at 7.30pm. The cost will be £6 for adults and £3
for children. We need your names on the notice at church so
we know how many to cater for. If you can’t get there to put
your name up and want to come, please give me a ring to
make sure we have enough pancakes.
Secondly, we will be holding a soup and sweet lunch after the
service on Sunday 4th March. The cost of this will be £6 and
we would like your names on the list as well.
Looking a bit more into the future, Jennifer will be organising a
sponsored walk to be held on Good Friday on 30th March. Further details will be available shortly. It is an event that we held
regularly quite a while ago and it was always very popular.

Finally, please put the date of Saturday 16th June in your diaries as that is the date on which we will be holding our Summer Fair. It will be from 2 – 4pm and everybody is very welcome.
Don’t forget to fill in your surveys and please try and support
our events.
Sue Howard

WINTER
When icicles hang by the wall
And Dick the shepherd blows his nail
And Tom bears logs into the hall,
And milk comes frozen home in pail,
When Blood is nipped and ways be foul,
Then nightly sings the staring owl,
Tu-who;
Tu-whit, tu-who: a merry note,
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot.
When all aloud the wind doth blow,
And coughing drowns the parson's saw,
And birds sit brooding in the snow,
And Marian's nose looks red and raw
When roasted crabs hiss in the bowl,
Then nightly sings the staring owl,
Tu-who;
Tu-whit, tu-who: a merry note,
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot.
Poem by William Shakespeare

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2018

Sunday 11th March
Sunday 18th March

11am
11am

Mothering Sunday Service
East Cheshire Union Songs of
Praise Service at Stalybridge.
th
Sunday 25 March
11am
Palm Sunday Service
st
Sunday 1 April
11am
Easter Sunday Service
st
12.15pm Stalybridge Arts and Crafts
Sunday 1 April
entries received
th
Tuesday 10 April
7pm
All Schools bring A & C entries to
Stalybridge
th
Sunday 29 April
12.45pm Christening Alfie George Fielding
rd
Thursday 3 May
All Day Local Council Elections at
Church
th
Arts and Crafts Exhibition Old
Saturday 12 May
Chapel Dukinfield
Sunday 13th May
12.15pm Stalybridge Unitarian Church
Annual General Meeting
th
Wednesday 16 May
7.30pm East Cheshire Union AGM
th
Sunday 20 May
2pm
Whit Sunday Service with
Denton Brass
th
Saturday 16 June
2pm
Summer Fair
st
Sunday 1 July
11am
156th Anniversary Service and
UYPG Prize Giving
th
Sunday 7 October
11am
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
th
Sunday 11 November 10.45am Remembrance Sunday Service
Saturday 24th November 11.30am Christmas Fair
Saturday 8th December 3.00pm Christmas Party at Church
Wednesday 12th December 12.30pm Christmas Lunch at Waggon
and Horses
rd
Sunday 23 December 4pm
Family Carol Service
These are the services and events already organised. Please keep
your eye on the notice board/ Chalice for any additions/alterations.

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
4th Mrs Margaret Hallsworth IMO Vic Hallsworth
11th Mrs Jessie Sykes
IMO Mrs Annie Norfolk & Miss
Ada Blackburn
th
18 Julie & Jeff Sheehan
IMO of Mr & Mrs Briggs
25th Mrs Wendy Maher
IMO Mr & Mrs Gowling & Peter

STEWARDS FOR FEBRUARY
4th
11th
18th
25th
4th

February
February
February
February
March

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
4th
11th
18th
25th

February
February
February
February

Fantasie on Crimond
The Lost Chord
In a Monastery Garden
Inocation

H. Geehl
A. Sullivan
Ketelbey
C. Rossini

