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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
May I start by thanking you all for appointing me as your Lay Leader in
Charge. My wife Sue and I will work hard to try to ensure that our time
together with be both beneficial and enjoyable, and that we can all
strengthen our Free Christian faith.
I see the role of a Lay Leader not only leading worship on a Sunday, but
also offering pastoral care when it is needed, and joining you in all your
social activities when possible. In this way, over the coming months, Sue
and I hope to get to know you all a lot better.
From experience in my working life, I know only too well the danger of
“jumping in with two feet,” when you take on something new, and I will do
my very best to avoid this problem.
Having said that, there are a few things that I would like to introduce.
Firstly I would like the children to be more involved in the Services. We,
as a congregation, are very fortunate in having quite a number of children, and we must encourage them in whatever way we can. Together
with Clare and Jennifer, we will be looking at ways of achieving this. So
watch this space!
One of the benefits of conducting the Service is that you can choose all
the hymns. However, on one Sunday each month, I would like to give
members of the congregation the chance to suggest their favourite three
hymns, which we will include in the Service. It would be nice if you could
let me know why these are your favourite hymns, and if you agree, I
could share this with the rest of the congregation. Of course there is no
need to do this if you don’t want to. We can just simply sing your hymns.
I will place some sheets at the back of the Church for you to write down
your favourite hymns.
Also, I would very much like to hear from volunteers who would like to do
a reading during the Service. Don’t worry, you will be given at least a
week to read through it. If you would like to, please let me know.
I am very keen that we all feel part of our Services. God bless you all.
Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

At long last our most recent interregnum has come to an end and we once
again start a new chapter of our rich history.
We are delighted that Mr Len Elias is our new Lay Person in Charge. Together
with his wife, Sue, I am sure they will prove to be a marvellous asset to our
worship and our congregational life.
Len and Sue are a real double act and Sue will be heavily involved in pastoral
care.
Len is fully aware of the ethos of our congregation and will have new ideas to
ensure our congregation continues to thrive. Len is particularly interested in
increasing the participation of the Sunday School children in our worship. I am
sure we all agree that this is vital for the future of our church.
I ask you all to support Len and Sue as much as you possibly can. Len is extremely approachable and if you have any comments, concerns or ideas about
church life I am sure he will be happy to discuss things with you. Don’t be shy!
We must thank those people who led services for us over the past 14 months.
We were indeed blessed to have such capable people leading our worship.
Together, we will continue to move forward.
Ken Howard

WELCOME SERVICE FOR MR LEN ELIAS
The official welcome service for Mr Len Elias will be held on Sunday 24th
March at 11am. We hope that this date will avoid any wintry weather! This will
be a very special service and we urge as many people as possible to attend. It
will take the form of a family service so that the children will be able to take an
active part.
Following the service there will be a substantial English/Chinese buffet at the
Phoenix City Chinese Restaurant on Castle Street Stalybridge at 1.15pm. The
whole congregation is invited to this. The committee has generously agreed
that the buffet will be paid for by the church (excluding drinks from the bar).
PLEASE, PLEASE try to attend this service and the buffet. It should be an enjoyable act of worship and an excellent chance to get together socially.
It is vital that you put your names on the list to ensure that we can arrange reasonably accurate catering!

KITCHEN UPGRADE
As a result of a legacy from Anne Holden we have arranged an upgrade
of our kitchen. Anne stipulated in her will that a certain amount of money
should be spent on this improvement to our kitchen facilities. By the time
you read this the kitchen will be finished and I think we can all agree it
looks very good. Many thanks to Blackwood Kitchens for completing this
work without disrupting our worship (or the tea and coffee supplies after
worship!)

SPARE ORGAN
Many thanks to Old Chapel for giving us an electric organ which will be
used in case we ever have a problem with our pipe organ. The church
will give a suitable donation to Old Chapel to go towards their Building
Fund.

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS
Janet Ford is still in Salford Royal recovering slowly but surely. She has
been visited regularly by people from Stalybridge and Old Chapel. She
is hoping to be transferred to Tameside Hospital shortly.
Margaret Hallsworth is going into hospital on 27th February to have a
new /rebuilt finger. It is truly marvellous what is possible these days.
Chris Hallsworth is still recovering from his serious operation. Edith
Howard remains in Holme Lea where she is as well as can be expected.
We have not heard from Margaret Andrews for some time, we assume
all is well.
If anyone hears of anybody in need of a pastoral visit, please contact
Len and Sue Elias or Ken.
We wish all our members well.

STALYBRIDGE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
This will be held at our church on Friday 1st March at 2pm. This year the
service has been designed by the women of Slovenia. This service will
be attended by members of other Stalybridge churches. It would be nice
if people could attend this service to support our ladies who are taking
an active part.

DUKINFIELD OLD CHAPEL PANTOMIME – “SINBAD
THE SAILOR”
This will take place from Saturday 16th February to Saturday 23th February (excluding Sunday 17th). There are matinees on both Saturdays.
Tickets are £7 for adults an £3 for children under 14. Tickets are
available from Jenny Halsall on 0161 330 7450. Please support this
wonderful production.

ARTS AND CRAFTS
Two preparation events will be held to finalise entries. Sunday 3rd
March after the morning service and Friday 8th March at 7pm.
All Stalybridge entries MUST be brought to church on Sunday 31st
March. Please try to enter as many exhibits as possible. The Exhibition will be held at Old Chapel Dukinfield on Saturday 11th May.

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIANS HAVE TALENT
Irvin Lewis has kindly agreed to compere a Talent Night for us on Friday 15th March at 7pm.
This is a chance for the extroverts among us to show what we can do.
We need both children and adults to take part. Please check the notice board for details. THIS SHOULD BE A GREAT NIGHT OF HOME
-GROWN ENTERTAINMENT.

CHALICE SUBSCRIPTIONS 2019
Thank you for your support of the Stalybridge Unitarian Chalice newsletter. To continue with your subscription please complete the enclosed form and select the relevant payment and delivery option. The
cost is £5 if you collect your copy at church or £10 if you would prefer
to received your copy by post.
If you would like to sponsor an edition of Chalice, we would be grateful to receive a donation of £10 towards the church funds. Please indicate if you wish to be an anonymous sponsor, otherwise your name
will be included on the front of the sponsored edition. A short message may also be inserted if you so wish.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
I hope you all had a good and happy Christmas and are now well
into the new year. It is now time to start our social and fund raising
events again, so here goes:
First of all, we have a soup and sweet lunch to be held after the
service on 17th February. If you wish to partake, please put your
name on the appropriate list on the board. Prices will be as normal
at £6 for adults and £3 for children.
As you know, the Arts and Crafts Exhibition is looming, so on the
afternoon of 3rd March, we will be holding an Arts and Crafts preparation period. We will provide a picnic for those staying after the
service and then get down to advising and supporting any entrants
who need help with ideas. A plentiful supply of paper, glue, paints
etc. will be available. Once again, for the purpose of the picnic,
please put your names on the list if you will be staying at church for
this event.
The week after this we shall be holding a craft evening for anyone
wishing to share their talents and for those wishing to learn a craft.
This will start at 7.30pm and tea and biscuits will be provided. The
price will be £3 for the evening. It will be similar to the one we held
before Christmas which seemed to be enjoyed by all who took part.
On the 15th March (a Friday) we are holding a ‘Unitarians Have Talent Show’. This will give everyone the opportunity, both young and
older, to entertain us. It could be anything – singing, playing an instrument, poetry reciting or in fact anything that you think an audience might enjoy. We shall be starting at 7pm and pancakes shall
be served. Please put your names on the list indicating what act
you will be performing and on the second list if you will be wanting
to eat. Normal prices of £6/£3 will apply.
Looking a little further to the future, Jennifer will be organising a
Good Friday sponsored walk which this year falls on Friday 19th
April. Look out for sponsorship forms and further details. The
Summer Fair this year will be held on Saturday 15th June and the
Christmas Fair on 23rd November. Please put these dates in your
diary to make sure you keep the date free for these important
dates.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at all or any
of the above events.
Sue Howard

FROM THE TREASURER
It is time again for you all to renew your Church membership. The
cost is £5 per adult or £1 for children. If you are part of the collection
envelope scheme you will automatically become a member. If you
do not have a collection envelope and would like to be in the
scheme, please speak to me on a Sunday and I will sort it out. For
any donation/offering you make in an envelope I can claim gift aid on
if you are a UK tax payer, so please consider it if you are able. It
does not mean that you have to make an offering every week, only
on the Sundays you attend. You can put in missed Sunday envelopes if you want to, but obviously it is not compulsory.
Thank you
Sue Howard

The children from the UYPG enjoying themselves at the church
Christmas party

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
3rd Mrs Margaret Hallsworth
10th Mrs Jessie Sykes

IMO Vic Hallsworth
IMO Mrs Annie Norfolk & Miss
Ada Blackburn

17th Jeff & Julie Sheehan

IMO of Mr & Mrs Briggs, Janet
Tollitt & Mrs Mary Sheehan

24th Mrs Wendy Maher

IMO Mr & Mrs Gowling & Peter

STEWARDS FOR FEBRUARY
3rd February
10th February

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

17th February

Bill Atkin

24th February

Jennifer Price

3rd

Wendy Maher

March

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
3rd February
10th February

Northern Song
Allegro

Schumann
N.W. Gade

17th February

Canon

Schumann

24th February

Andante

H. Smart

