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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
I received a card from my youngest daughter that read: "Everyone
has their little problems...Happy Father's Day from one of yours!
Have a great day." I was already thinking about the problems of
life before I picked up that card. This was because I'd chanced upon a BBC video clip produced in 2015 that featured the former
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, who was responding
to Stephen Fry's tirade against God and what Fry said he would
say to God should he meet Him at the Pearly Gates. Amongst other things, Fry would ask, "Why should I respect a capricious, mean
minded, stupid God who creates a world which is so full of injustice and pain?"
Williams in his characteristic gentleness simply responded that
what is mysterious is that people who are right in the heart of suffering are able to maintain a faith of some kind. It is personal faith
expressed under harrowing circumstances that may set an example to us all and urge caution in such judgement against God. Rowan Williams said, "I'd also like to hope that if Stephen Fry met
God he'd wait for the reply."
In the Bible there is no shortage of anguish, no shortage of the
crying out to God in pain and despair. Even Job's wife advised him
to, "Curse God and die". We know that Jesus in his agony upon
the cross cried, "My God, my God why have you forsaken
me?" (Matt 27:46) He was in fact quoting from Psalm 22:1. However this psalm concludes "People not yet born will be told, The
Lord has saved us" (31).
We must face the inescapable fact that the price of life is death,
life is a mixture of joy and suffering and we must pass through it.
The psalmists knew this and they knew the quiet joy of that mystery which is God. Everyone will face problems in life. Faith is not
about denial but rather about resting in God, as Jesus prayed,
"Not my will but thy will be done".
Best wishes as always, Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
The following paragraph can be found in “The Growing of the
Seed”. This book was published in 1962 to celebrate the centenary of Stalybridge Unitarian Church and Sunday School. This
year we celebrate our 154th Anniversary and it still remains important and relevant today.
“We know advances are upon us and we are concerned for our
children’s religious future. If there be inertia, we must cast it off.
In the new day which is beginning we must gather our forces, we
must train ourselves for a great task, and the task formidable
though it may be, is simply to assure the future of the Stalybridge
Unitarian Church and Sunday School. Hob Hill must for ever remain the centre of a community of Free Christians unfettered to
dogma or creed.”
The world about us is changing, unnecessary violence and killings seem to be on the increase all over the world. We are almost becoming immune to all the violence; society seems to be
too accepting of it. Our Free Christian faith can and will help us
through tough times. This is something we must hold on to at all
costs.
I hope everyone has a good summer.
Ken

154th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
This will take place on Sunday 3rd July at 11am and will be conducted by Rev Bob Pounder. The UYPG children will also be
presented with their books on this day. This is a very important
service. Please do your best to attend.

Something else new for us will be “The Unitarians Have Talent”
which will be a talent show when anyone, whatever their age, can
provide an approximate three- minute act for us. It could be singing, poetry reading, instrument playing or in fact anything which
you think would entertain the audience.
At the end of the evening, the audience will vote for their favourite
act and a winner announced! Don’t be shy, but perhaps start
thinking about what you could do and put your name on the notice
board so we can start planning the night. I’m sure we will discover some hidden talents amongst us. The date will be 16th September, so you have plenty of time to put your mind to it.
For something else new, we shall be holding a film night when we
shall be showing the old family favourite “The Wizard of Oz” on 7th
October, complete with ice cream and pop corn! It will be a night
suitable for the whole family!
So as to keep you on your toes, and to give you plenty of warning,
we shall be holding a Games Night on 11th November, so put that
in your diaries so as not to miss it.
We are doing our best to get Denton Brass to come and play for
us, but dates are still trying to be arranged. As soon as we know,
we shall announce it and put a notice up.
We will need numbers for all the above events, so please look out
for the relevant notices and put your names down (for catering
purposes as much as anything) or give me a ring if you can’t get
to church and I’ll put your names down. Please do try and support
our events, as we need to keep up our fund raising efforts. If you
think you have an idea which we could use to try and raise funds,
please let us know or come to our next meeting which will be on
Monday 11th July at 7.15pm at church. We would love to see you!
Sue Howard

PET SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 10th July at 11am and will be conducted by Rev Bob Pounder. Everyone is invited to bring a pet
on this day.
It goes without saying that all the pets must be kept under reasonable control.
This is something new for us so let's try to make it a special
day.

WOMEN'S LEAGUE
The July meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th at 3pm. The
Manchester District Summer Meeting will be held at Dean Row
on Thursday 28th at 2pm followed by Afternoon Tea. Please let
me know if you wish to attend so that transport and catering
can be arranged.

Members of the UYPG enjoying themselves at church.

BEATRIX POTTER EXHIBITION
This year would have been Beatrix Potter’s 150th birthday. Beatrix and her family had a lot of contacts with many Unitarian
churches in the area and of course with Gorse Hall. It has been
decided that some of our churches will host an exhibition of
photographs and other documentation.
We will be hosting an exhibition at Stalybridge on Thursday 28th
July and Friday 29th July from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm.
We will be selling refreshments and there is a list on the notice board
asking for volunteers to serve them. Please help if you can.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Eileen Thompson will be celebrating her 80th birthday in July;
we hope she celebrates it in style.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 2016
Saturday 2nd July

2pm

Old Chapel wedding (Rev
Bob Pounder)

Sunday 3rd July
and

11am

154th Anniversary Service
UYPG Presentation

Saturday 9th July

2pm

Stalybridge wedding
(Kippax) – Rev Bob Pounder

Sunday 10th July

11am

Pet Service

Saturday 30th July

1pm

Old Chapel wedding
(Rev Andrew Parker)

Sunday 2nd October

1am

Harvest Service

th

Sunday 13 November 11am

Remembrance Sunday
Service

Saturday 26th November 11am-2pm
th

Sunday 18 December 4pm

Christmas Fair

Carol Service and Juvenile
Membership

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Believe it or not, we are well into our summer and consequently we have our double edition of Chalice now, so this edition
will cover both July and August. Let’s hope we get a bit more
of what we had a few weeks ago, i.e. sun and warmth.
By the time you are reading this our Summer Fair should have
come and gone, so let’s hope it was a success. I will let you
know how we got on in the next Chalice which won’t be until
the beginning of September
Next will be our annual trip to Compos Chippy in Holmfirth on
Friday 1st July. This is more a social meeting than a fund raising one but we still need to know how many are coming, so
please let one of the committee know or put your name on the
board, so we can ensure we have a big enough table booked
and can arrange lifts for those who need them.
A couple of weeks after this we shall be holding our summer
cream tea at our house on Saturday 16th July at 75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton, OL6 6QZ. This will be a cream tea and bring and
buy sale. Please come along and bring your friends and
neighbours. We can only hope for good weather, but even if it
is wet, we would still like to see you, although it may be a bit
cosy indoors.
The event we have arranged for September may be something
new for most people, although we have done it before but quite
a long time ago. We are holding a table top rally. Don’t worry,
you don’t actually need a car, only a brain. You will be in
teams of two and be given a map and a route sheet and have
to find your way around following directions. You will have to
look out for clues on the way and also travel at the right speed
and get to various check points at the right time. We need as
many pairs as possible to enter – the more the merrier. Please
see the notice board for further details.

FLOWERS FOR JULY
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Mr & Mrs D. Inman, Mrs Weltman & Mr & Mrs R. Hall
IMO
Mrs Betty Hall & Miss Muriel Dawson
Mr & Mrs Chris Bentha
IMO Mrs Jennifer Mosley, Sara's Mum
Mrs Eileen Thompson
IMO Her Daughter Trisha
Mrs Doreen Goacher
IMO Mr Peter Goacher & Mr & Mrs
William Hallsworth
Mrs Edith Howard
IMO Mr Clarrie Howard & Steven

FLOWERS FOR AUGUST
7th Mrs Amanda Pugh & Matilda IMO Mr Trefor Pugh
14th Mr & Mrs Don Andrews
21st Mr Derek Clayton
IMO Mrs Joan Broadbent & Mrs Ann
Radcliffe
th
28 Mrs Mavis Beaumont
IMO Mr Handel Beaumont

STEWARDS FOR JULY & AUGUST
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
7th
14th
21st
28th
4th

July
July
July
July
July
August
August
August
August
September

Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
7th
14th
21st
28th

July
July
July
July
July
August
August
August
August

Let There be peace
Livina Lord
O Christ The Lord
At The Name of Jesus
Thy Will Be Done
Molodie
Invocation
Andantino
J.W. Lerman

Sy miller

E. Nichol
G. Hoffman
J. Zundel
Spohr

