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WARDEN’S NOTES
Anyone who was at church on Sunday 24th June will have heard
the excellent address given by Jennifer Price on the theme of
“Courage”. Jennifer mentioned examples of courage which are in
The Bible but she also mentioned the courage shown by the
American Astronauts of NASA. Jennifer and family recently visited the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida and it is obvious they
were all very impressed.
This month we celebrate the 156th Anniversary of the establishment of Unitarianism in Stalybridge on 13th July 1862. This made
me think what courage it must have taken by that relatively small
group of people who decided to take on this difficult task. They
must have had great faith in God and great faith in themselves to
take on this daunting work. They can only be described as
“missionaries”, this group of people from Stalybridge, Dukinfield
and Hyde were indeed “Founders wise, with vision strong”.
At first, they met in different locations, but Mrs Leech then permitted them to use Hob Hill House and Schools. The opening of the
Sunday School took place on 13th July 1862. The Leech family
then gave us the land where our church stands. Our church (the
building we still worship in) was finally opened and dedicated on
17th February 1870. The total cost to build and furnish it was
£1663.00 (I promise you this is not a typing error!), and it was
opened free of debt? What a marvellous achievement.
Some people say that we should not look backwards, but how
can we possibly not remember with thanks and fondness the
work done by the very first Stalybridge Unitarians.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell
and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly
in our thoughts and in our prayers.

We who are here now also need courage to sustain this congregation and ensure it has a present and a future to be just as proud of.
This church was established “for the worship of God” and we must
not allow this to become diluted by modern, “anything goes” forms
of Unitarianism and Free Christianity which sadly is taking over
some congregations. We must remain strong, we have to “Be of
good courage”. Together we can do it.
Ken Howard

MINISTER
We have now been included on the Vacant Pulpit List managed by
The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches,
we are offering a 50% Stipend and 50% Manse Allowance. To date
we have not received any replies and/or applications.
In the meantime, we will ensure that we arrange Lay People to conduct services every Sunday.

CHURCH REDECORATION
The committee has appointed Batemans Decorators of Bolton to redecorate the main worship area of the church. This is obviously an
expensive undertaking, but it is vital that we keep on top of the
maintenance and upkeep of the building. Due to illness the scaffolding and painting will be delayed by two weeks. The scaffolding
will be erected on Monday 30th July and the re-painting will start on
Monday 6th August. Please note our services will continue as normal. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE SUPPORT ALL OUR FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES TO HELP TO PAY FOR THIS WORK.

COLIN HORSFIELD
We are saddened to report that Colin Horsfield passed away in
Scotland on 25th June. Colin was a special person who had a love
of life which has sadly been cut much too short. He was a UYPL
stalwart (ex National President) and he was a committed Unitarian.
His mother was Headmistress of Hob Hill School. We would like to
pass on our condolences to Val and the children.

156th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE 1st JULY
This will take place at 11am on Sunday 1st July at 11am. The
service will be conducted by Jennifer Price and Ken Howard.
The UYPG members will receive their attendance awards
(books of their own choice) during this service.
Please make every effort to attend this very important service
as we celebrate our history and look forward to our future.

SUMMER FAIR
This important fund-raising event will be held on Saturday 7th
July from 2pm to 4pm. All the usual stalls will be open. Help
will be needed so if you are able to help any of the stallholders
in any way please make yourself known to any of them. The
tea room/café always needs assistance as it is an extremely
busy day for them.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2018
Sunday 1st July

156th Anniversary Service
and UYPG Prize Giving
th
Saturday 7 July
2pm
Summer Fair
th
Sunday 26 August
12.45pm Christening of Frankie Fish
rd
Sunday 23 September 12.45pm Christening of Rowan
Cornelius Reide
th
Sunday 7 October
11am
Harvest Thanksgiving
Service
th
Sunday 11 November 10.45am Remembrance Sunday
Service
th
Saturday 24 November 11.30am Christmas Fair
Saturday 8th December 3.00pm Christmas Party at Church
Wednesday 12th December 12.30pm Christmas Lunch at
Waggon and Horses
rd
Sunday 23 December 4pm
Family Carol Service
11am

CHURCH COMMITTEE AND FUND RAISING GROUP
MEETINGS
The July meetings will take place on Monday 9th July. There will be
no meetings in August due to the holiday period.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Nicola Sheehan and Pete Towell who have announced that they will be getting married at church on Easter Sunday 2019. (21st April). We wish them all the best.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
When I was writing my June contribution for Chalice, I said I couldn’t believe that we had had such fantastic weather and here we are
coming up to July and we are still having fantastic weather. Let’s
just hope it lasts until the cream tea at our house on Saturday 28th
July. This will be held starting at 2pm and will be a bring and buy
as well, so please come along.
We had a great afternoon at The Roebuck with our savoury tea
hampers on 22nd June. We managed to sit out In the garden and
admire the great views as we were tucking into our tea. It is definitely worth a repeat visit sometime.
Our first event in July will be THE SUMMER FAIR to be held on
Saturday 7th July from 2 to 4pm. Please get your friends and neighbours together and come along, there will be something for everyone.
PAINTINGS BY MRS PEGGY WHITEHEAD
We have been lucky enough to have been given a number of paintings painted by Peggy Whitehead. Some of the paintings are local
views/landscapes and some flowers. We have decided to hang
them all in the tea room at the Summer Fair for all to see and perhaps to buy. The paintings will have individual prices on them, so if
you would like to buy one, please hand your money to a ‘waitress’
and take your picture away with you. I’m sure you will enjoy looking
at them, even if you don’t want to buy one.

A few people have expressed an interest in having a drive to
The Nightingale Centre at Great Hucklow for a picnic and
games afternoon on the field. Consequently, we have decided that we will go on Sunday 12th August after morning service. Everyone is to take their own food/picnic and folding
chairs etc and any games you might want to play. Some
people in church may remember doing this in the past and
I’m sure will have very happy memories of such days.
Looking further into the future, we aim to have a picnic lunch
followed by a Treasure Hunt (arranged by Jennifer) after the
service on 2nd September. A notice will go up on the board in
due course, so please enter your names if you wish to attend
both the picnic and/or the treasure hunt.
It has been suggested that we hold a few craft evenings, so
that those who do well at the Arts and Crafts could pass on
their skills to those of us who are perhaps not so talented A
couple of subjects mentioned have been pressed flowers and
photography. We thought we could have a light supper and
then get to it. If anyone has any skills and would be prepared
to pass them on to others, please contact a committee member or if you have any ideas of what you would like help with,
please let us know and we will try and find an ‘expert’.
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 9th July
at 7.15pm at church, so please come along if you have any
ideas or would like to help at fund raising evenings, please
come along – you do not have to be elected.
Hope to see you all at the Summer Fair!
Sue Howard

Saturday 7th July 2:00pm
to 4:00pm
PHOTOGRAPHS
I have recently come across a number of old photographs of
church events that have been held in years gone by. I thought I
would put them into albums for all to see and would like to have
as many as possible. If anyone has any photographs that you
think might be of interest to our current congregation, please
could you let me have copies, so I can add them Photos with
dates and a description of the event and possibly the names of
some or all of the people in the photo, please could you let me
have them. I think they would make a nice church archive for
future generations to see.
Thanks.
Sue Howard

FLOWERS FOR JULY AND AUGUST
July
1st
8th
15th
22nd

Mrs Weltman &
Mr & Mrs R. Hall
Sara and Chris Bentham
Mrs Eileen Thomson
Mrs Doreen Goacher

29th Mrs Edith Howard

IMO Betty Hall, Muriel Dawson
and Wendy Inman
IMO Mrs Jennifer Mosley, Sara's Mum
IMO Her Daughter Trisha
IMO Peter Goacher & Mr & Mrs
William Hallsworth & Sister Dorothy
IMO Mr Clarrie Howard & Steven

August
5th Mrs Amanda Pugh & Matilda IMO Mr Trefor Pugh
12th Mr & Mr Don Andrews
19th Mr Derek Clayton
IMO Mrs Joan Broadbent & Mrs Ann
Radcliffe
26th Mrs Mavis Beaumont
IMO Mr Handel Beaumont

STEWARDS FOR JULY AND AUGUST
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
5th
12th
19th
26th
2nd

July
July
July
July
July
August
August
August
August
September

Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
1st July
8th July
15th July
22nd July
29th July
5th August
12th August
19th August
26th August

Afton Water
Elegy
Air
Spiritus Domini
The Ash Grove
Sweet Dreams
Ave Maria
Canzonetta
Intermezzo

C. Hand
J. Jordan
A. Viner
S. Kemp
A Gant
Tchaikovsky
Bach Gounod
F. Liszt
Schumann

