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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
As we look at the news on our TVs, it is clear that uncertainty is
very much evident in both our country and the world. Although I
don’t use it myself, I believe that social media is also playing its
part in making adults and children vulnerable in their everyday
lives, leading sometimes to mental health problems.
Religion has not escaped criticism. However, if we take a few
minutes to reflect on our own Church here at Stalybridge, we will
discover that our ethos has not changed since our Church was
founded. It is, and I sincerely hope that it always will have, a free
Christian ethos, beliefs that our founders started in 1862. This is
our strength.
Our Church is a place that children and adults can come to every Sunday knowing that a Free Christian service will be delivered, and that our children will be encouraged to fully participate.
Together with this ethos, we enjoy fellowship and conversation
after the Service.
Social interaction can eliminate many problems including depression, ill health, and loneliness, and we certainly provide
many opportunities to alleviate these problems.
In this changing world, it is heartwarming to realise that attending our Church on a Sunday brings a spiritual warmth to our
souls, and gives us a sense of wellbeing.
A warm welcome always welcomes you at Stalybridge Unitarian
Church.
God bless you all.
Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

It seems that summer has decided to make a late appearance this
year. I hope that all of you who are going away on holiday have a
fantastic time and that the weather stays good for those who stay
at home. Summer should be an enjoyable time where we can all
enjoy ourselves, smell freshly mown grass and hear the sound of
leather on willow! It never ceases to amaze me how this country
managed to find a decent enough spell of summer weather to invent cricket!
These days we live in uncertain times. Political instability (not to
mention political stupidity), increased crime, terrorism and natural
disasters continue to affect our lives.
It is natural for us all to be a little bit concerned about horrible
events, but we cannot let them control us. We must carry on, while
we must feel sorrow and concern for ALL the victims, we cannot let
these feelings overpower us.
Life is too short to spend time being miserable.
During the recent 75th Anniversary of D-Day Commemorations I
was impressed by the stoicism and humility shown by the survivors
of this terrible yet history changing experience.
We are fortunate to live in a country where we are free to say what
we think (within reason of course). We should be forever grateful
to the people who helped to make this happen.
We, as Unitarian Free Christians, must continue to hold tight to our
faith, to put our trust in God and to maintain our dignity always.
Have a great summer.
Ken Howard

THINGS HAPPENING OVER THE SUMMER
Over the summer the committee has agreed the following:
Bookshelves will be erected at the back of church so that we
can provide a selection of reading material for the congregation. Sue Elias has kindly agreed to operate this “library”.
We have commissioned a piece of art glass to celebrate the
contributions of the Whitehead family to the life of the congregation. Once this piece of art is installed a dedication service
will be arranged.
New composite doors will be installed to replace the wooden
doors at the main entrance. The existing doors are beginning
to rot, the new doors will improve security.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell
and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly in our thoughts and in our prayers.

COMBINED CHURCH COMMITTEE AND FUNDRAISING MEETING
The July meeting will take place on Monday 22nd July at
7.30pm. There will be no meetings in August due to the holiday
period.

HOLIDAYS
Sue and myself will be on holiday from 4th to 14th July and
again from 9th to 18th August. For any urgent matters please
contact either Wendy Maher, Len and Sue Elias or any committee member.

Family Songs of Praise Service
21st July at 11.00am
SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2019
Saturday 27th July

2-4pm

Cream Tea at Sue and
Ken’s house
th
Sunday 6 October
11am
Harvest Thanksgiving
Service
th
Sunday 10 November
10.45am Remembrance Sunday
Service
rd
Saturday 23 November
12.30pm Christmas Fair
th
Saturday 7 December
3pm
Christmas Party
th
Wednesday 11 December 12.30pm Christmas Lunch at The
Waggon and Horses
nd
Sunday 22 December
4pm
Family Carol Service
th
Wednesday 25 December 11am
Christmas Day Service
These are the services and events already organised. Please keep
your eye on the notice board/ Chalice for any additions/alterations.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well I’m not sure what has happened to our hint of summer from
last month, but here we are coming up to the end of June and no
sign of any summer sun.
We held our craft night on 7th June and a good time was had by
all, but more importantly, we managed to learn a new craft – ‘the
bottle decoupage’. You may have seen some that were finished
at the Summer Fair which were for sale. We were very pleased
with the results and aim to make more for decoration and for
sale at Christmas. With this in mind, we shall be holding another
craft night on Friday 6th September to which everyone is welcome.
The BIG event which happened last week was the Summer Fair.
Thank you very much to everyone who helped make it a success. Sadly, the weather was fairly bad, so we did not have as
many passers-by as we usually have. Thanks to a lot of work by
a number of people, we managed to raise £970 (as at 18th
June). Well done everyone!
By the time you are reading this, we would have been to the
Roebuck for a savoury afternoon tea on 21st June. I’m sure we
all enjoyed it I only hope we had decent weather.
This edition of Chalice is a double edition covering July and August and the only event we have arranged in our social calendar
for this period is our bring and buy summer cream tea at our
house, (75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton) on Saturday 27th July, so
please make a note in your diaries and hope for better weather
than last year.
There will be a break after that as quite a few people are away
for the summer holidays, but we shall resume in September with
the afore mentioned Craft Night on 6th and on the 8th September,
a picnic and treasure hunt will be arranged for after the morning
service.

Please look out for the notice to put your names up. Also in
September, on 26th, we hope to welcome friends from Dean
Row Chapel who are interested in coming to look at our
church after which we shall be providing them with an afternoon tea. Of course, our own members are invited to come
along as well to offer them a true Stalybridge welcome to
make it more of a social gathering. Further details will be
made available shortly.
We also hope to arrange a games night for some time in
September, and a family disco for some time in October. If
anyone has any ideas they would like to see happen please
let a committee member know or come along to our next
fund raising and social meeting which will be held on 22nd
July at 7.30pm.
I hope you all have a good summer.
Sue Howard

A busy time at the Summer Fair

FLOWERS FOR JULY & AUGUST
7th

Donated by Church

14th Mrs Eileen Thomson IMO Her Daughter Trisha
21st Mrs Doreen Goacher IMO Peter Goacher & Mr & Mrs
William Hallsworth & Sister Dorothy
28
4

th

th

11

Mrs Edith Howard

Mrs Amanda Pugh & Matilda
th

th

IMO Mr Trefor Pugh

Mr & Mr Don Andrews

18th Mr Derek Clayton
25

IMO Mr Clarrie Howard & Steven

IMO Mrs Joan Broadbent & Mrs Ann Radcliffe

Mrs Mavis Beaumont IMO Mr Handel Beaumont

STEWARDS FOR JULY & AUGUST
7th

July

Bill Atkin

July

Jennifer Price

21st July
28th July

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

4th

Bill Atkin

14

th

August

11th August

Jennifer Price

18th August

Wendy Maher

25

th

1st

August

Ken Howard

September

Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th

July

14th July

Andante

A. Gaul

Minuet

P. Hayes
Gounod

21

st

July

Judex

28

th

July

Soft Voluntary H. Harding

August

Allegretto

4th

F.C. Woods

11

th

August

-

18

th

August

Larghetto

J. Barndy

25

th

August

Adagio

W.W. Harvey

