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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
June began with the Jubilee weekend and our special service on
the Jubilee Sunday. It was good to be able to feel that we were
joining in with a very special event. We often hear things referred
to as being "once in a lifetime" events but they rarely are. In this
case though, a Diamond Jubilee is a once in several lifetimes
event! I think it is highly unlikely that anyone alive today will see
another one and that should give us pause for thought and remind
us of our part in the ongoing pageant of life.
We ended June with our Summer Fayre which unfortunately I almost missed completely as I had a wedding. I managed to catch
the last half hour though (and get my afternoon tea). Thanks are
due to all who helped in any way to make it a success, including
those who came to spend their money on the day! Without them,
the whole thing would be pointless. So whether you ran a stall or
simply bought some cakes you were an essential part of the day's
events.
The coming month brings our 150th Anniversary celebrations which
will remind us of our part in the ongoing life of our fellowship. Over
the last 150 years a vast array of people has been involved in making this congregation a success. It is not just the ministers or the
officers or the committee members who have been important.
Every individual who has ever worshipped here has been essential
to the development and continuance of this fellowship. Without a
congregation worshipping God the whole thing would be pointless.
We remember in our prayers all our members and friends who are
ill and those who cannot make it to church at the present time. We
hope they will be feeling better soon and be able to join us once
again. We are very lucky at Stalybridge that we have such a sense
of community within our fellowship. Long may it continue.
Every blessing,
Andrew.

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE SUMMER FAYRE

Wendy displaying her wares on the craft stall

Sue and Jennifer with a selection of cakes on the home bake stall

UYPG members manning the children’s games stall

Beryl with a selection of merchandise on the gift stall

.WARDEN’S NOTES
The 150th Anniversary of the establishment of Unitarianism in Stalybridge is upon us; July 13th 1862 is a date which has changed the
lives of many Unitarian Free Christian people in the Stalybridge area
for ever.
It is important that the current group of worshippers enjoy the celebrations; it is equally important that we never forget the people who went
before us. The people who first conceived the idea did not have an
easy time of it and their diligence and integrity is without question. For
the past 150 years we have been blessed with committed Ministers,
Officers, Committee Members and members of Sunday School and
Church. We are indeed fortunate to have been left a legacy of which
we can all be proud. Our building is in excellent condition and I remain
in awe of the fact that our church was built and opened completely
free of debt.
You will sometimes hear people say that things are not the same as
they used to be; that is true but this is the same in all churches and in
all walks of life. Times change and it is our job to adjust to changing
circumstances and continue to do the best we can without compromising our Liberal Christian way of worship. We cannot do more than our
best.
Enjoy our 150th Anniversary celebrations; take part; ask friends and
family to join us for our Anniversary Service and other events; feel
proud; renew your resolve to maintain and grow a Unitarian presence
in Stalybridge.
Give thanks to God for what we have and for what we have achieved
over the past 150 years and ask Him to help us to keep working to
provide for coming generations a place and way of worship which we
were so fortunate to inherit.
Ken Howard

150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
Friday 13th July at 7.30pm. An Organ Concert given by Nigel
Ogden of BBC Radio2 The Organist Entertains. Tickets available at
£10 per person.
Saturday 14th July at 7 for 7.30pm. Dinner Dance at Stamford Golf
Club. Tickets available at £27.50 each.
Sunday 15th July at 2.30 pm. 150th Anniversary service conducted
by Rev A R Parker assisted by other Unitarian Ministers.
For obvious reasons entry to the Organ Concert and the Dinner
dance is by ticket only.
Everybody is welcome to join us for the Anniversary Service which
should be a very special day. Please invite friends and family.

REV A R PARKER 50th BIRTHDAY PARTY
Andrew will celebrate his 50th birthday on 8th July. To help him to
celebrate we have organised a party which will be held at church on
Friday 6th July at 7.30pm.
We will be joined by our friends from Dob Lane Chapel as well as
Andrews’s family, close friends and members of Hyde Chapel.
Andrew is paying for all the food and Ian Bradbury has kindly offered
to provide the wine so there will be no charge for this evening. We
do need numbers for catering purposes. It should be a good night.

DISABLED ACCESS
TMBC Planning and Building Control have insisted that we change
the design of the lift and amendments to the steps to help exit procedures in an emergency. Sadly this means that the disabled access
will not be available for the 150th Anniversary celebrations. Work will
take place as soon as we have the necessary permission

. SUMMER FAYRE 2012
Thanks are due to all who helped to organise and those who supported our Summer Fayre. The financial details are as follows.
Plants

£174.20

Home Bake

£126.40

Home Craft

£ 83.10

Raffle

£109.00

Tombola

£ 86.60

Face Painting

£5.20

Children’s Games

£58.10

Tea Room

£60.60

Gift Stall

£61.00

Donations

£55.00

Guest Stall

£10.00

TOTAL

£829.20

( 2011 figure £840.00)

This is a great effort by all concerned especially when we take the
miserable weather into account.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Hasn’t June gone by quickly – we’ve had a little bit of summer, a bit of
autumn and even a touch of winter I think – but we’re all still here getting on with our lives – we enjoy variety don’t we? I must admit
though, a proper piece of summer throughout July and August would
be most welcome.
We had our Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Dinner last month which I think
was enjoyed by all. Thank you all for coming and we managed to
make over £200 towards our fund raising fund.
By the time you read this, our Summer Fayre will be over. I hope you
all enjoyed the day even though then weather was not very good. Details of the finances will be found elsewhere in Chalice.
As mentioned last month, Andrew will be celebrating his 50th birthday
in July, so a party is being held in celebration on Friday 6th July starting at 7.30 pm. Andrew has said he wants to pay for all food and
wants as many people as possible to come along and enjoy a night
out, have something to eat and drink and help Andrew celebrate his
half century with family and friends. We will be joined by our friends
from Dob Lane Chapel and Andrew would like plenty of people to
come along, even if you are not regulars at our church services, all
friends are welcome.
A notice has been put up regarding a visit to the National Memorial
Arboretum on 18th August. It looks a very interesting place, so we
thought we would arrange a coach for anyone wishing to go. Please
look out on the board for details. The cost of the coach worked out to
be £8.50 per person but as there are currently so few people on the
list, we may have to go for just a mini bus which will alter the cost.
Look out for further details on the notice board.
The Memorial Arboretum is free to enter and for those who struggle to
get around, there is a train which gives you a complete tour of the
area. This will cost you £4.50 for a wrist band which will enable you to
get on and off the train as often as you like for the whole day

There are also motorised wheel chairs at a cost of £5 for the day, although they have recommended these are booked in advance. If you
feel you would want one, please let Ken or myself know. It is a big
place of over 150 acres, so you should bear that in mind. You can
take your own food and drinks as there is a picnic area, but there is a
cafe there and also a restaurant, so you can decide how you want to
sustain yourself over the day. We intend to leave church at 9am and
come back about teatime.
Please enter your name on the notice board and let friends know as
well, as they would be welcome to come along, so we can make the
necessary arrangements.
We are hoping to have a summer drive out on Friday 24th August ending up at Compo’s Chippy in Holmfirth. We have been there for the
past two years, and everyone seemed to enjoy it, so if you are interested in coming again, please put your name on the notice so we can
book for the required numbers and arrange lifts.
Derek Clayton has very kindly offered to host a strawberry/cream tea
afternoon at his home once again. So thanks very much, Derek, and
let’s hope the weather stays nice for us. There will also be a Bring
and Buy stall and this event will take place on Saturday 1st September
starting at 2.30 pm. Please come and support Derek and enjoy the
tranquillity of his lovely garden as well as having a delicious afternoon
tea.
We haven’t organised many things for the summer as a few people
are away, so it gives us all a chance for a bit of rest and recuperation,
but it makes it all the more important that we have large numbers of
people attending the events we do arrange to help keep up with the
fund raising.
Our next fund raising meeting will take place at 7.15 pm on Monday
13th August (before the main committee meeting). Please feel free to
come along if you have any ideas to help us raise funds.

We seem to be having to ‘bully’ people into coming to anything we
have arranged over the past few months, so obviously it may not be
what people want to do. We need new ideas, so please let someone
on the committee know what you want us to do and we will gladly give
it a try.
Finally, we hope the 150th Anniversary celebrations go with a bang and
we look forward to seeing old friends joining us to help in the celebrations.
Hope to see you then.
Sue Howard

£1 A MONTH CLUB
The winner for April was Alison Pleszak, number 60 and the winner for
May was Anne Hinchcliffe, number 73. Congratulations to both. if you
wish to join the £1 a month club or renew your membership, please let
Beryl know. Cheques to be made payable to Stalybridge Unitarian
Church

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The meeting on July 4th will commence at 3pm and the hostess will be
Margaret Hallsworth. In August we have been very kindly invited to the
Rev. Andrew Parker's new home for tea. This will be a kind of advanced house warming as he won’t actually have moved in by then.
Thank you Andrew, we are all looking forward to it.

COFFEE MORNINGS
Coffee mornings will be held on Friday 27h July and Friday 31st August at Church from 10 am to 12 noon. Everybody is welcome, including children, so please call in and bring your friends and neighbours
with you.

FLOWERS FOR JULY AND AUGUST
July
1st

Mr & Mrs Inman, Mrs B. Weltman & Mr & Mrs R. Hall
IMO Mrs Betty Hall & Miss Muriel Dawson.

8

th

Mrs Catherine Morris IMO Mr Steven Morris

15

th

Rev Andrew Parker IMO Rev Fred & Mrs Margaret Barr

22

nd

Mr & Mrs Peter Goacher IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallsworth

29th Mrs Mavis Beaumont IMO Mrs Handel Beaumont

August
5th

Mrs Mandy Pugh & Tilly IMO Mr Trefor Pugh

12

th

Mr & Mrs Don Andrews

19

th

Mrs Olwyn Murphy IMO Mr Charles Murphy

26

th

Mr & Mrs Derek Clayton IMO Mrs Joan Broadbent
and Mrs Ann Radcliffe

OBITUARY
We are sad to report the death of Mrs Janet Houghton. Janet died in
Christies hospital on Tuesday 26th June.
In the in the early 1990s Janet worked extremely hard organising the
Sunday School and looking after the younger members of the congregation.
At this sad time we would like to offer our condolences to Dave,
Charlotte, Jessica and all the family.
We will inform members of the congregation of the funeral details as
soon as they are confirmed.

STEWARDS FOR THE FORTHCOMING MONTHS
1st July

Don Andrews

8

th

July

Tom Whitehead

15

th

July

Bill Atkin

22

nd

July

Wendy Maher

29th July
5th August

Ken Howard
Don Andrews

12th August

Tom Whitehead

19th August

Bill Atkin

26th August

Wendy Maher

2nd September Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
1st July

From Tallis to Wesley

8th July

Buxtehude

15th July

The music for this Sunday will be on an insert in the
order of service

22nd July

Canon by Josef Renner

29th July

Four short pieces for organ by Josef Rheinberger

5th August

Prelude founded on an old Irish church melody by
C V Stanford

th

Invocation

th

Grand choeur

th

Cantilene

12 August
19 August
26 August

