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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
At the beginning of July I am off on my travels again, this time not
abroad but to Northumberland, a part of the country that I haven't visited
before. It is a place with a rich and colourful history and I am looking
forward to spending some time there and finding out more about it. The
weather seems to have improved now (at the time of writing this anyway
- it may have changed again by the time you read it!) and so we can enjoy the long light days and feel the warmth around us. We have much to
give thanks for and as we look around us at this time of year that is very
evident. As I was reading about the Celtic Christian tradition in the part
of England I will be visiting I came across this prayer which includes
many of the things we often take for granted but which are wonderful
miracles for which we should always be giving thanks.
For this time of blossoming,
For this time of delight and refreshment,
For this time of relaxation and re-creation,
For the display of colour in our gardens, fields and parks,
For wild flowers and garden flowers,
For strawberries and gooseberries,
For fresh lettuce and onions,
For the magic of bird song,
For the long hazy days,
For the smell of new mown hay,
For time with family and friends,
For the stirrings of the Spirit in our hearts,
For the developments in our lives,
For our joys and our delights,
For the fragrance of the flowers in our hedgerows and in our hearts,
For the blossom that hangs from our trees,
For the blossom that awakes in our hearts,
For all the possibility that is Summer.
We give thanks.
Amen
Every blessing,
Andrew

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO UNITARIAN HISTORY
The word Unitarian first appeared in Britain in 1673. Protest against the
Trinity arose as soon as this view of the Christian God became a creed in
the early centuries of the Church. However it was the upheaval created
by the Reformation which made Unitarian thinking into a movement in Italy, Poland and Transylvania (modern Romania and Hungary). Apart
from Transylvania it went under the name of Socinianism, after one of its
early leaders, Faustus Socinus, a 16th century Italian. Many who insisted
on maintaining radical religious views suffered persecution and even
death, like Michael Servetus, a Spanish doctor, burnt at the stake in
1553.
The Unitarian approach to looking at God as one became widespread in
the Church of England in the 17th century. John Biddle, a Gloucester
school-master often called the father of English Unitarianism, wrote and
spoke extensively on his views and died in prison in 1662. Samuel
Clarke, Rector of St James' Piccadilly, came under severe censure when
his book, The Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, appeared in 1712 in which
he argued that supreme honour should be given only to God, the Father.
For the rest of the century Unitarianism spread, not only in the Church of
England but most significantly amongst the dissenters from the Established Church, later known as nonconformists. They refused to accept
Anglican practice though their churches had hitherto been orthodox in
theology. It was then that Unitarian thinking in this country began to express itself in a church organisation. Some English Presbyterians, whose
churches were amongst the oldest in dissent, adopted Unitarianism in the
second half of the 18th century, to be followed by the old General Baptists, whose Assembly had been formed in 1653. Not that it was called
Unitarianism, as this belief was specifically proscribed by the Toleration
Act of 1689; Unitarianism did not become legal until 1813. The term applied to erstwhile Unitarians at this time was Rational Dissenters.
Joseph Priestley, the famous scientist and discoverer of oxygen, was the
organiser of modern Unitarianism although not before Theophilus
Lindsey, Vicar of Catterick, Yorkshire, left the Church of England to found
the first avowed Unitarian congregation in Essex Street, near the Strand
in London in 1774. The site remains to this day the headquarters of Unitarianism in Britain.

It is from the late 18th century that modern Unitarianism can be said to
date. A capital U has been used here for consistency but a lower case
letter is more appropriate before this time when it was more a way of
thinking, an approach to religious questions than a church organisation.
Unitarianism has always been a reform movement both in religion and
in politics. Its opposition to the state church was not popular in Britain,
nor was its support for the principles of the French Revolution. These
affirmations led to renewed persecution in the 1790s which disappeared with the arrival of the nineteenth century, the age of confidence and influence for Unitarianism with its strong belief in individual
liberty.
In America, Unitarianism was a growing force in New England in the
late 18th century, where it had evolved out of Congregationalism. The
USA was to provide the most potent exemplars of Unitarian thinking
and leadership in the first half of the 19th century.
In Britain, James Martineau revolutionalised the sterile thinking associated with traditional Unitarian reliance on Biblical texts, taking it forward to a new faith based on reason and the enlightened conscience.
Unitarian churches were still attacked by orthodox Christians. Long
running legal disputes centring on the illegality of Unitarian belief before 1813 nearly deprived Unitarians of most of their older chapels in
the 1840s. However, for the first time ever, the government came to
their aid and passed the Dissenters' Chapels Act of 1844 which secured the right of Unitarians to ownership of these buildings
Unitarianism was possibly the only church organisation within the 19th
century Christian fold not blown off course by the Darwinian revolution; indeed the movement embraced the new thought, as it has, in
the main, subsequent scientific advances. It has consistently placed
emphasis on the intellect, and Unitarians have included, for example
Elizabeth Gaskell, the author, and Thomas Cogan, joint founder of the
Royal Humane Society. In the 20th century Sir Adrian Boult the conductor, and C. Killick Millard, the founder of the Euthanasia Society,
were Unitarians. In more recent times Unitarianism attracted Lancelot
Ware, the founder of Mensa, and Tim Berners-Lee, the pioneer of the
World Wide Web.
Alan Ruston

WARDEN’S NOTES
As we approach summer we have hopefully got a lot to look forward
to.
First of all many thanks to anyone who helped in any way towards the
success of the Summer Fayre. The final total was almost £900, a truly
magnificent effort and about £20 up on last year.
The Fund Raising Group has formed a plan for some events throughout the rest of this year and it is vital that we try to support these
events as much as possible. Details will be found elsewhere in Chalice and on the notice board.
Our 151st Anniversary Service will take place on Sunday 7th July at
11am. In a slight change with tradition Andrew has agreed that this will
be a Family Service. As usual the UYPG Members will receive their
chosen books during the service. Please make every effort to fill the
church on this very important day.
Some of you will be going away over the summer but some will be
less fortunate. Wherever you are may I take this opportunity wish you
all at least some relaxation time during what we all hope will be a
warm and sunny summer.
Ken

SERVICE 30th JUNE
Andrew will be away on this day and I will be taking the Flower Service for our friends at Nazareth Chapel Padiham. Geoff Levermore
who is the Chairman of Norcliffe Chapel Styal has kindly agreed to
conduct the service. Please look after him and give him a typical Stalybridge welcome.

CHRISTENING
9th June, Brooke Lily Taylor, infant daughter of Rebecca Platt and
Ryan Taylor of Castle Hall View, Stalybridge. The Minister officiated.

As reported in last month’s Chalice we have now elected our Committee for the following year. Margaret Andrews who was treasurer
for many years and Beryl Plant who was secretary have now both
stepped down from these roles. I thought it would be good to bring
you news of the new committee and keep those of you who don’t live
locally or unable to attend Church updated.
Our new treasurer is Derek Clayton. Derek lives in Glossop and has
been an active member of the Church for quite a few years now, always involved in fund raising and looking after the maintenance of
the Church and also the grounds. Derek has two grandchildren who
attend church. Unfortunately as I write this Derek is in hospital, so I
will tell you a little bit more about him next time.
Our new secretary is myself Wendy Maher. I have been a member
of the Church for quite a few years now and am also involved in all
our fund raising events. I have two grandchildren who also attend
church. I have organised the coffee mornings since my retirement
three years ago. In my working life I worked for Social Services in
Tameside for 34 years. I trained as a social worker and worked with
older people and people with a visual impairment. I also worked for
2 years with refugees from Kosovo who were evacuated to our area
in 1999. The last few years of my work involved working with residential and nursing homes in Tameside & Glossop.
Jennifer Price is our new committee member and we are really
pleased to welcome Jennifer. Jennifer has two lovely little boys who
attend our UYPG. Jennifer is our youngest committee member and
has also joined the fundraising group, and I know she will bring a
fresh perspective to our work.

Julie Mather was a previous member of our committee who has now
moved to Fleetwood to be nearer her daughter and grandson. We
hope Julie has now settled into life in a new area and things are going
well.
We always look forward to seeing members who have moved away
when they are in the area visiting. We would also like to hear any
news or events of people who receive Chalice wherever you are, so if
you have any news we would love to hear it, so get in touch soon.
That’s all for now but please get in touch if there is something you
would like to share with us.
Wendy

Denton Brass performing at the Whit Sunday Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
As I’m writing this, I feel that summer must have finally arrived.
We’ve had a great week of lovely weather – long may it last. Whatever you plan to do over the summer, I hope you enjoy it. We will
be cutting down a little on what we have planned, as a few of you
will probably be away, but for those of you who are still around, we
hope you will come along and join in what is happening.
Our thanks must go to everyone who helped in any way with the
Summer Fayre. We have some very hard workers amongst us and
of course thanks to all who came and spent their money. We had a
different idea this year in that we put out boxes for anyone to make
donations for the various stalls, eg tombola, raffle etc and it proved
very successful – so thanks to anyone who made their donations for
that. We will be having our boxes again for the Christmas Fair, (to
be held on 30th November) so any items you have which you think
may be suitable, please keep on donating. Thanks.
Our next coffee morning will be held on Thursday 27th June from
10.00 to 12.00. The coffee morning has been rather poorly attended recently, so we have decided to hold it every three months
instead of every month and we will have a theme connected to each
one. The one after June will be held on 26th September when we
shall be supporting McMillan Cancer Care. Please come along for a
chat/drink snack and support a good cause. We will give details of
future ‘themes’ in good time in the future.
Our ‘New To You’ stall continues to run and again thanks to anyone
who has donated to that. We have made some quite profitable
sales all of which help towards our funds.
Later in the year, on 4th October, we shall be having Piano Player
and Friends coming to entertain us. A notice will go up for this and
tickets will be made available for sale (this is to cater for people who
don’t regularly come to church but would want to come – so mention
it to all your friends and neighbours and we will have tickets available for you to sell). We shall be serving a buffet with wine available
to purchase. A raffle will also be held.

The price for the evening will be £6 – so please book the date in
your diary – it’s a great evening’s entertainment.
After that, on 25th October, Patchwork will be coming to sing for us.
A potato pie supper will be available, so please look out for the notice for this as well.
Andrew Parker has also agreed to come and give us a talk on his
trip to St Petersburg, but we’ll pick a date for this when the nights
are getting darker.
On 25th August, we shall be having an indoor picnic after the morning service. This will be suitable for all ages, but again we need to
know numbers so we can make up the right number of picnic bags!
After the picnic, a ‘geocache’ treasure hunt will take place. Details
of this can be found elsewhere in the Chalice – it sounds very exciting, so again, why not put the date in your diary!
Bill will be organising our usual trip to Compo’s chippy in Holmfirth
on Friday 9th August. We will leave church at approximately 6.30
pm. Anyone who needs a lift can be sorted out. Once again,
please put your name on the relevant notice, so Bill can book for the
right number.
Our next Fund Raising meeting will take place on Monday 8th July
starting at 7.15pm before the main committee meeting. Anyone is
welcome, so please come along if you think you could help in any
way.
Sue Howard

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
“Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the
life of the candle will not be shortened. Happiness never decreases
by being shared”.
Buddha

COFFEE MORNINGS
The next coffee morning will be held on Thursday 27th June from 10.00 to
12.00; we will then be holding the coffee mornings every three months
instead of every month and there will be a theme connected to each one.
The one after June will be held on 26th September when we shall be supporting McMillan Cancer Care.

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The June meeting was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.
The July meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd of July when the hostess
will be Mrs Olwyn Murphy. There will be no meeting in August.

MANCHESTER DISTRICT SUMMER MEETING
The Manchester District Summer Meeting will be held at Old Chapel
Dukinfield on Saturday 27th July at 11am.

Rev Andrew Parker and UYPG members at the Whit Sunday Service

FLOWERS FOR JULY AND AUGUST
July
7th

Mr & Mrs Ian Price

14th Rev Andrew Parker IMO Rev Fred Barr & Mrs Margaret Barr
21st Mr & Mrs Peter Goacher IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallsworth
28th Mrs Mavis Beaumont IMO Mr Handel Beaumont

August
4th

Mrs Mandy Pugh & Tilly IMO Mr Trefor Pugh

11th Mr & Mrs Don Andrews
18th Mrs Olwyn Murphy IMO Mr Charles Murphy
25th Mr Derek Clayton IMO Mrs Joan Broadbent & Mrs Ann Radcliffe

APOLOGY
I apologise for an omission in last months Chalice, the flowers printed
for the 2nd & 9th June should have been both on the 2nd, and the flowers on the 9th were donated by Mr Brian Oliver, in memory of the
Oliver Family.
Margaret Hallsworth

STEWARDS FOR THE FORTHCOMING MONTHS
7th July

Wendy Maher

th

Ken Howard

st

Don Andrews

th

Bill Atkin

14 July
21 July
28 July
4th August

Wendy Maher

11th August

Ken Howard

18th August

Don Andrews

25th August

Bill Atkin

1st September Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th July

Intrada

D. Steele

14th July

Double Voluntary in D

J. Blow

21st July

Intermezzo

J. Rheinberger

28th July

Wedding March Symphony No 3

C. Saint-Saëns

Canon

J. Renner

11h August

Voluntary

J. Stanley

18th August

The Heavens are Telling

J. Haydn

4th August

th

25 August

Romanza

R. Vaughan Williams

