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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
I thought I’d give you some news this month of two of our friends who
no longer live in this area and so are no longer able to be with us at
church. A couple of weeks ago Janet and I drove over to Bolton to collect Gina Ullman and the three of us then drove on to Fleetwood to see
Julie Mather.
Gina is enjoying her retirement and has many interests to keep her
busy and she now attends Bank Street Chapel in Bolton which is not
far down the road from where she lives. Julie has not been well recently but there are very positive signs and hopefully the forthcoming weeks
will see her well on the road to full health again. She has a lovely flat in
Fleetwood not far from Hazel and Rhys and is very happy there. There
isn’t a Unitarian congregation on her doorstep, the nearest being Blackpool South Shore but she does hope to make contact with them sometime soon.
We had a fish and chip lunch in a cafe overlooking the estuary and
watched the little ferry crossing to Knott End and back every few
minutes. We then braved the elements (it wasn’t the warmest – or driest of days) and took a little stroll along the front. All in all it was a very
pleasant day and gave us an opportunity to catch up with what has
been happening in our lives since we last met. Gina and Julie both
send their love and best wishes to all who know them.
I’m writing this letter a few days before our Summer Fair and the preparations for what I am sure will be a very successful afternoon are well
under way. Such occasions are another opportunity for us to renew
friendships and spend a pleasant afternoon with friends old and new
and are as important for that as they are for their more prosaic but essential task of raising money.
If you are going away during the summer I hope you have an enjoyable
time and get the weather you are hoping for.
Every blessing,
Andrew

WARDEN’S NOTES
As I write this I have the feeling that summer has finally arrived. We had a
wonderful Whit Sunday Service last week, we have the Summer Fair this
Saturday, the FIFA World Cup starts tonight, tomorrow is the day for the Whit
Friday band contests, the weather is hot enough to sit outside and last but by
no means least the first Test Match has started today at Lord’s. Very often
we complain about things but if we think about it we have a lot to be grateful
for. Things are not always easy but I don’t think life was ever advertised as
being easy.
Very often we have to fight for what we think is right and I do not see anything wrong with this so long as we fight fair. As a congregation we have to
be open about what we want, we want to retain our tradition of being a Free
Christian Congregation and we must do this honestly and if necessary
strongly. We must not allow ourselves to be browbeaten by people chasing
fashionable short term alternatives to Christianity. Other people want to
change the GA but we simply must not sit back and let them do it, we have
done that for far too long. Some of the changes currently going on are doing
nothing except making the denomination into a laughing stock.
Our church is something to be really proud of, we have a wonderful history,
we are a committed and active congregation and the future looks very positive.
But above all these politics we have to continue enjoying our worship and
social times together. This is the best way of demonstrating our faith.
When we celebrated our Centenary in 1962 the Church and Sunday School
published a book entitled Growing of the Seed, the penultimate paragraph is
very important:
We know advances are upon us and we are concerned for our children’s religious future. If there be inertia we must cast it off. In the new day which is
beginning we must gather our forces, we must train ourselves for a great
task, and the task formidable though it may be, is simply to assure the future
of the Stalybridge Unitarian Church and Sunday School. Hob Hill must for
ever remain the centre of a community of Free Christians unfettered to dogma or creed.
Those who went before and those yet to come deserve nothing less.
Have a wonderful summer and let us hope we can win a Test match or two!!

Ken

152nd ANNIVERSARY SERVICE

This will take place on Sunday 6th July at 11am. During this service
the UYPG members will be presented with their books in recognition
of their contributions to our worship and other activities. Please try
to attend.

SUMMER CREAM TEA AND BRING AND BUY SALE
This will be held at Ken and Sues (75 Hutton Avenue) on Saturday
6th September from 2 to 4.30pm. Please come along and bring all
your friends.

WEDDING

Cath and Colin will be getting married at 3pm on Saturday 23rd August. I am sure they would be very happy if members of the congregation were able to attend the service to support them on their big
day.

80th BIRTHDAY

Congratulations to Beryl Bradbury who will be celebrating her 80th
birthday on Tuesday 5th August. We hope that Beryl enjoys her celebrations.

Some of the UYPG enjoying themselves at the games night

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
I feel we have now reached summer – it is certainly warm enough and
with quite a bit of lovely sunshine – enough to make the weeds in my
garden grow rapidly anyway!
Talking of summer, obviously our big summer event is the Summer
Fair. By the time you are reading this, I expect it will all be over and
done with, so let’s hope we managed to make plenty of money. I’ll let
you know in the next edition of Chalice how we have gone on.
The other date I need to tell you about is our Coffee morning which was
supposed to be held on Saturday 28th June starting at 10.30. Unfortunately we have had to change this due to a clash of dates, and it will
now be held on Saturday 5th July starting at 10.30am. There will be a
bring and buy table as well, so please come along and bring your
friends and enjoy a chat whilst enjoying a drink and snack.
As usual we have looked at a summer drive out and have decided that
we will go to Compo’s Chippy in Holmfirth on Friday 1st August. We
have been there for several years now and everyone seems to enjoy it,
so look out for the notice on the board. We need to know numbers so
we can book a table.
Following our first meeting of the new committee on 9th June, we have a
few things in the pipeline for you to hopefully come along to and enjoy.
Our first is a Commemorative Wartime Evening which will be held on
Friday 8th August starting at 7.30pm. What with all the talk of D-Day (70
years ago in June) and the start of World War 1 at the beginning of August, we decided we should hold an event which was relevant to both
those occasions. We hope to have Denton Brass playing some wartime
music for us – we could even enjoy a sing along!
We also hope to provide food using some old war recipes which should
prove interesting! We shall also get into the spirit of things with some
poetry and some readings from soldier’s diaries etc.

Feel free to come in your war-time clothes if you feel like it.
Please look out for the notice on the board and put your names on
if you wish to attend so we have some idea for catering purposes.
If anyone has anything relating to these events which you think
may be of interest to others, please bring them along and let one
of us have them so we can include them on the night.
We have also been told about the Manchester Police Museum, so
are thinking of paying that a visit sometime over the summer holidays. We need to find out more details, but will put a notice on the
board when we know a bit more, so please look out for that as
well. I think we will go on a Sunday after a light lunch following the
morning service.
We need experts! It was suggested at our last meeting that
we have an “Ask the Expert” evening when any of our members or
friends may like to share their skills with us. If you are expert in
any subject, be it photography, sewing, flower arranging etc and
would like to share your skills, please let us know and we could
have an evening when members of the ‘audience’ can ask questions and see demonstrations of various crafts. We have so many
talented people amongst us, I’m sure we could all learn something
from someone. Please come forward if this interests you, or even
if you have any interesting questions and we will try and find an
expert to answer them for you.
Looking a little further ahead, we shall be hosting a summer cream
tea on Saturday 6th September at 3pm at 75 Hutton Avenue (Ken
and my home). We held it there last year, so most of you will
know where to come I think.
Another far away date which I want you to put in your diaries is the
Church Christmas Party which will be held on Saturday 13th December.
Look forward to seeing you at our next event.
Sue Howard

WOMEN’S LEAGUE

Our meeting for July will be on Wednesday 6th at 3pm. There will be no
meeting in August but the ladies will be going out for Afternoon Tea.

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH TEXT MESSAGING
SERVICE
We are setting up a FREE text messaging service to any members of
the congregation who would like to be involved. This will enable the
committee to keep everybody up to date with activities, events, announcements, change of service times etc and especially useful for
those who are unable to attend the Sunday morning service each week
and may miss out on some of those important notices. This service will
be completely free to everyone involved & the church. All you need to
do to opt in is pass your mobile phone number to Jennifer, have your
phone switched on and the updates will begin. Your phone number will
not be passed to any third parties and be kept completely confidential.
Jennifer

The Summer

Fair 2014

FLOWERS FOR JUNE
6th July
13th July
20th July
27th July
3rd Aug
10th Aug
17th Aug
24th Aug
31st Aug

Mr & Mrs D. Inman, Mrs B. Weltman & Mr & Mrs R. Hall
IMO Mrs Betty Hall & Miss Muriel Dawson
Mrs Norah Caton
IMO Mr Eric Caton
Rev Andrew Parker IMO Rev. Fred, & Mrs Margaret Barr
Mr & Mrs Peter Goacher IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallsworth
Mrs Amanda Pugh & Tilly IMO Mr Trefor Pugh
Mr & Mrs Don Andrews
Mrs Olwyn Murphy IMO Mr Charles Murphy
Mr Derek Clayton
IMO Mrs Joan Broadbent & Mrs Ann
Radcliffe
Mrs Mavis Beaumont IMO Mr Handel Beaumont

STEWARDS FOR JULY & AUGUST
6th July
13th July
20th July
27th July
3rd August
10th August
17th August
24th August
31st August
7th September

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
6th July
13th July
20th July
27th July
3rd August
10th August
17th August
24th August
31st August

The Cuckoo
C Daquin
Chanson Triste
Tchaikovsky
Marche Militaire
F Schubert
Traumerei
R Schubert
Canon in D
J Pachelbel
Sheep my Saftley Graze J S Bach
See the Conquering Hero G F Handel
Gymnopedie
Eric Satie
Pilgrims Chorus From Tannhauser R Wagner

