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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
It is my privilege to serve your church, as minister, on a temporary basis beginning this month from July 1st until September. Ken, your Warden has
asked me to provide a brief profile so by way of introduction perhaps I should
begin by saying that I have been a Unitarian only since 1993 and a minister
since 2010. However, I think one thing that I can say with some confidence is
that now at the age of 61 that I do have the life experience and maturity and
hopefully insightfulness to provide ministry at the personal and pastoral level
and also from the pulpit.
For the past five years it has been my privilege to serve Unitarian Chapel
Oldham and to play a role in ensuring its continuation as a small but committed worshipping community. There have been a number of developments at
Oldham which with the support of the congregation and committee I have
helped to oversee and as a result, it is increasingly very clear that the Chapel
in Oldham serves the community extremely well. I would say also that the
Unitarian Chapel in Oldham has in some respects a different mission than
that of Stalybridge Unitarian Church. This is due, in my opinion to location. I
think that the location of a church is the deciding factor on its mission.
As I will be serving both congregations, Stalybridge's Sunday morning service will remain at the usual time of 11 a.m. whilst Oldham will move their
time of service to 2 p.m. I am looking forward to undertaking this new joint
ministry and I would say that I am particularly looking forward to serving at
Stalybridge, a Unitarian church with a strong Christian ethos. Theologically, I
was greatly influenced by the work of the Rev. Dr David Doel, a man whom I
deeply admire whose work and ministry confirmed to me religion's deepest
truth; the power of love. This truth first became more accessible to me
through his wonderful work on the interface of depth psychology and religion.
David himself was greatly influenced by the work of the Rev. Charles Bartlett
who as you will know, was once the minister at Stalybridge many years ago.
I am looking forward to getting to know everyone at Stalybridge and to helping to strengthen the Unitarian and Free Christian witness in the town. I will
always try to spend time with you, and to hear any concerns whatsoever that
you may have, either after the Sunday morning service, or indeed by phone.
My telephone number is now listed in this newsletter.
With all good wishes
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
July sees us at the beginning of a new Ministry. Rev Bob Pounder will be
joining us from 1st July. Initially this will be for a three month trial period
but we all hope that this will become a long and fruitful Ministry both for
Bob and the congregation. I know that Bob is really looking forward to this
new challenge in his Ministerial career and it is up to the congregation to
make him feel welcome and at home among us. Change is always difficult but we have to realise that it is inevitable from time to time. It is for all
of us to adapt positively to a change like this. Ministry is a two way street,
we have to support the Minister just as much as he supports us. I am
sure that we will all give Bob a warm Stalybridge welcome.
Summer is on its way (hopefully), some of you will be going away and
some will be staying at home. Whatever you do I hope you enjoy yourselves and let’s hope we get some decent weather. (And we win the Ashes!!)
Ken

SERVICE TIMES
Our friends at Oldham have decided to change their service time to 2pm,
we are very grateful to the Oldham congregation as this means our service time will remain at 11am.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2015
Please make a note of the date of our special services and events for
2015:
Sunday 5th July 11am

153rd Anniversary Service and UYPG
Prize Giving

Sunday 4th October 11am

Harvest Thanksgiving Service

th

Sunday 8 November 11am

Christmas Fair

th

Church Christmas Party

Saturday 28 November 11am
Saturday 12 December 3pm
th

Remembrance Sunday Service

th

Sunday 20 December 4pm

Carol Service and Juvenile
Membership

153rd ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
This will take place on Sunday 5th July at 11am and will include the UYPG Prize
Giving. This is the first time Rev Bob Pounder will conduct a service as our Minister. Please let us have a big congregation to support the UYPG, to welcome
Bob, and to celebrate our 153rd Anniversary.

CLEANING DAY
Church needs a good tidying session both inside and outside and we have set
aside Saturday 1st August to do this. We need as many volunteers as possible
to help with this. Any help would be gratefully received.

REV BOB POUNDER – CONTACT DETAILS
Address:

27 Marne Avenue
Ashton-under-Lyne
OL6 9DW

Telephone:
Mobile:
Email:

01613396740
07837558036
bob.pounder@zen.co.uk

NEWS OF MEMBERS
Tom Whitehead is currently staying with Anne in Eastbourne. We hope they are
both doing well and hope to see them soon.
Wendy Inman has had an operation on her knee and is recovering in Shire Hill.
Derek Clayton has had a kidney transplant after being on the waiting list for over
4 years. The latest news we have is that the kidney is now functioning properly.
We hope that Derek can leave hospital soon.
All our members who are ill or housebound are in our prayers

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well, here we are officially into summer – let’s hope the weather knows about it.
By the time you are reading this, we will have had our Summer Fair. I’m sure it
will have been successful but I will let you know how we got on in the next edition of Chalice.

We unfortunately did not have a very good turn out for the coffee morning
in May and only £21.30 was made towards church funds. We are going to
have a break from coffee mornings for a while but may go back to having
one later in the year.
Many thanks to Jennifer for organising the Treasure Hunt. Even though
the weather wasn’t the greatest, everyone seemed to enjoy it. It appears
children, adults and even the dog had a good time! We had a good picnic
in church before they all set off as well, so thanks to all for helping out.
As I mentioned last month, we shall be holding another soup and sweet
lunch after the morning service on 5th July. Please enter your name on the
list if you wish to attend.
The Saturday after that, on 11th July, we shall be holding the summer
cream tea at our house, 75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton. Once again, we’ll
hope for decent weather – last year was fairly disastrous, weather wise, if I
remember rightly, but it would be great to see you whatever the weather!
We hope to be arranging a drive out to Compos Chippy in Holmfirth on
Friday 14th August. Please look out for the list and write your name on if
you wish to come so we can book and also arrange lifts for those you require them.
The week after that, on 21st August, we shall be holding a cheese and
wine night. Please look out for the notice for that as well so we can arrange catering.
As this is a double edition of Chalice, I will tell you about an event in October to give you plenty of notice. After the Harvest Service on 4th October,
we shall be holding a harvest lunch and then at 2pm, Denton Brass shall
be performing for us. As you will probably guess, I am going to be asking
you to look out for this notice as well, so we can cater appropriately.
I think that’s probably enough to tell you about for now. I hope you all
have a lovely summer, but we hope to see as many of you as possible for
our arranged events. Just to finish, our next fund raising meeting will be
held on Monday 13th July starting at 7.15pm at church. Any and everyone
is welcome to attend this meeting particularly if you can offer any help at
our events or have any ideas for future events, so hopefully, see you then.
Sue Howard

PHOTOS FROM THE CHURCH PICNIC AND TREASURE HUNT

BARRY SHAW — STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN
CHURCH ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER
My parents bought my first piano for ten shillings (50p) when I was
about 10 years old. I was taught to play the organ at Christ
Church Denton when I was 15 years old by Mr W. G. West.
I have been playing for just over 50 years and played at Wilton
Street Chapel Denton, Brookfield Church Gorton, Old Chapel
Dukinfield, Hyde Chapel, Hale Barns and Dean Row.
I have been playing at Stalybridge Unitarian Church for the last 5
years taking cover from the previous organist who sadly died in
2010.
Barry Shaw

BARRY AT THE CHURCH ORGAN

WOMEN’S LEAGUE

The July meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st July at 3pm.
The Manchester District Summer Meeting will be held at Dean Row Chapel on
Thursday July 30th at 2pm, followed by afternoon tea. Please let me know if you
wish to attend so that transport can be arranged. In August we will have our
summer outing, venue to be arranged.

FLOWERS FOR JULY AND AUGUST
July
5th Mr & Mrs D. Inman, Mrs Weltman & Mr & Mrs R. Hall IMO Mrs Betty Hall &
Miss Muriel Dawson
12th Mr & Mrs Chris Bentham IMO Mrs Jennifer Mosley, Sara's Mum
19th Mrs Eileen Thompson
IMO her daughter Trisha
26th Mrs Doreen Goacher
IMO Mr Peter Goacher, & M & Mrs W. Hallsworth
August
2nd Mrs Amanda Pugh & Tilly IMO Mr Trefor Pugh
9th Mr & Mrs Don Andrews
16th Mr Derek Clayton
IMO Mrs Joan Broadbent & Mrs Ann Radcliffe
23rd Mrs Mavis Beaumont
IMO Mr Handel Beaumont
30th Mrs Edith Howard
IMO Mr Carrie Howard & Steven

STEWARDS FOR JULY AND AUGUST

5th July
12th July
19th July
26th July
2ndAugust
9th August
16th August
23rd August
30th August
6th September

Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
5th July
Meditation
12th July Aria
19th July Larghetto
26th July
Trumpet Minuet
2ndAugust On The Triad
9th August Toccata (Manualiter)
16th August Cornet Voluntary
23rd August Tallis to Wesley
30th August Prelude

Jules Massenet
Alfred Hollins
D. Steel
J. S. Bach
John Blow
John Stanley
Josef Rheinberger

