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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
The next few weeks look like being rather busy for us! By the time
you read this we will have held our Jubilee Dinner and our Whit
Sunday service. I am sure we will all have enjoyed an excellent
dinner and thanks must go to those who worked so hard to make
the evening a success. The Whit Sunday Service this year is
something of a departure from tradition for us in that there will be
no walk and the service will be held at church. The traditions
around Whitsuntide in this part of the country have evolved over
many years and are largely unknown in other parts of the country.
It has not always been the same though, it has changed before,
not least in the move from Whit Friday to Whit Sunday and this
year is just another step in the evolutionary process. It is a fact of
life that things change. Nothing stays the same forever and we
should not fear change but rise to the challenge and make the
most of what we have.
The month of June promises to get off to a memorable start with
the main celebrations for Her Majesty the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Many events are planned including our own Thanksgiving
Service which will be held on June 3rd. As we celebrate the Jubilee, let us remember the example of loyalty, service and devotion
to duty which Her Majesty has given us these past sixty years and
her willingness to speak about things which most people would
rather avoid such as love, service, duty, tolerance, understanding
and loyalty. Let us try to follow Her Majesty’s example, not least by
always being willing to speak of such things ourselves.
On a personal note, in a few weeks time I will be celebrating my
half century. I am very grateful to the church for arranging a party
for me and I am looking forward to spending the evening with family and good friends. I do not want any presents on this occasion, I
already have everything I need and no room to house anything
more! Your company will be more than sufficient.

After that, it will only be a few days before we reach our 150th Anniversary weekend and all the celebrations planned for it. This promises to
be another memorable event in the history of our congregation. Let us
make the most of the next few weeks and enjoy them to the full!
Every blessing,
Andrew.

The Congregation at Grace and Ava Baxendale’s Baptism

£1 A MONTH CLUB
March’s draw winner was Jack Greenwood. Last year the £1 a Month
Club made a total sum of £352.50. 2012/2013 has now started so if
you wish to join for the first time or indeed renew your membership,
please let Beryl know as soon as possible. Cheques to be made payable to Stalybridge Unitarian Church.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Here we are again - doesn’t time seem to have flown since last month’s
edition of Chalice.
Very sadly we had to cancel our Piano Player and Friends evening on
Friday 4th May as unfortunately, a couple of days before they were due,
the piano player took ill and was in hospital. We believe he is getting
better now, so we hope to rearrange this event for later in the year as
so many people were looking forward to it. We wish Alan our best and
hope he is making a speedy recovery.
By the time you read this, we should have had our Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Dinner and we hope you all had a good night. I will report further on this next month.
Our next big event obviously will be the Summer Fayre which will be
held on 23rd June from 2 pm until 4 pm. As usual we are relying on all
our friends to support us. Any contribution you can make towards the
usual stalls would be most welcome, whether it be home bake, tombola, raffle, homemade stall, gift stall or if you cannot manage that,
then please come along and spend, spend, spend and bring your
friends with you so they can do the same. We should have some
things for the children to do as well, so bring along your children, grand
children, friend’s children or anyone you can think of to help us raise
much needed funds. You will be able to have a cream tea as well, so
we are hoping for good weather!! Whilst you are looking in your diaries
to make sure you can come to the Summer Fayre, please note down
that on the 24th November it is the Christmas Fair.
As mentioned last month, Andrew will be celebrating his 50th birthday in
July, so a party is being held in celebration on Friday 6th July starting at
7.30 pm. Andrew has said he wants to pay for all food so wants as
many people as possible to come along and enjoy a night out, have
something to eat and drink and help Andrew celebrate his half century
with family and friends. There will be no charge for this night (apart
from if you want to buy extra drinks) so just your company is required.
Even though there is no cost to you, we need to know how many people are coming, so we can cater accordingly, so please put your names
on the list on the notice board, or ring and let me know. We will be

joined by our friends from Dob Lane chapel and Andrew would like as
many people as possible to come along, even if you are not regulars
at our church services, all friends are welcome.
A notice has been put up regarding a visit to the National Memorial
Arboretum on 18th August. It looks a very interesting place, so we
thought we would arrange a coach for anyone wishing to go. Please
look out on the board for details. The cost of the coach will be £8.50
per person but this will obviously increase if we do not manage to fill
it. The Memorial Arboretum is free to enter and for those who struggle to get around, there is a train which gives you a complete tour of
the area. This will cost you £4.50 for a wrist band which will enable
you to get on and off the train as often as you like for the whole day.
There are also motorised wheel chairs at a cost of £5 for the day, although they have recommended these are booked in advance. If you
feel you would want one, please let Ken or myself know. It is a big
place of over 150 acres, so you should bear that in mind. You can
take your own food and drinks as there is a picnic area, but there is a
cafe there and also a restaurant, so you can decide how you want to
sustain yourself over the day. We intend to leave church at 9am and
come back about teatime. Please enter your name on the notice
board and let friends know as well, as they would be welcome to
come along as well, so we can make the necessary arrangements.
Although not strictly fund raising, you will have noticed all the notices
regarding the anniversary weekend. Please study them carefully and
put your name on all that apply to you. It is a very important date in
our history, so try and not miss it!
Our next fund raising meeting will take place at 7.15 pm on Monday
18th June (before the main committee meeting). Please feel free to
come along if you have any ideas to help us raise funds. We seem to
be having to ‘bully’ people into coming to anything we have arranged
over the past few months, so obviously it may not be what people
want to do. We need new ideas, so please let someone on the committee know what you want us to do and we will gladly give it a try.
Hope to see you then.
Sue Howard

WARDEN’S NOTES
The AGM went off successfully and on behalf of the whole congregation I would like to thank everyone who felt able to commit themselves
to working on the committee for the coming year.
Since 1862 this congregation has been blessed with people prepared
to work hard to further the cause of Unitarian Free Christianity in Stalybridge. All the work is voluntary but the responsibilities can sometimes be a bit daunting. We are indeed fortunate to have so many
people working within our congregation. Some of the work goes almost unnoticed but it is appreciated just as much as the more high
profile work. In any small group teamwork is vital; luckily we have
plenty of that. Long may it continue.
Ken

ARTS AND CRAFTS
Congratulations to all who took part in this year’s Arts and Crafts Exhibition. Once again we had a very good day and won the Challenge
Trophy for the second year running with an average mark of 80.83%.
Our UYPG members did us proud and Adam Lambe won the Alice M
Kelsall award for the highest mark in solo singing.
We must thank Margaret and Alan Barber of Mossley Christian Unitarian Church for the hard work they put in year after year to make this
event such a success. Thanks also to Old Chapel Dukinfield for hosting the exhibition.

SEND A CHILD TO HUCKLOW
When they were baptised recently Grace and Ava Baxendale asked
their family and friends not to give them presents but to donate to the
SACTH fund instead. This was a great idea and they managed to
raise over £600.On behalf of SACTH we would like to thank Grace
and Ava and all their family and friends.
And wasn’t it wonderful to see the church full to bursting. If only it was
like that every Sunday!

150th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND (13th to 15th JULY)
The time for our celebrations is fast approaching. Please make sure
you put your name down for all the events. We want to give all our
members a chance to attend before we throw the events open to
members of other churches etc.

CHALICE
Will all contributors please note that the next edition will be a double
edition (July/August). This gives Jeff and Wendy a month off during
the summer!

SUMMER FAYRE
Saturday 23rd June 2pm to 4pm
Please come along and bring your family and friends

Arts and Crafts Exhibition Contributors with Rev A R Parker

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The June meeting of the Women's League will be held on Wednesday
6th June at 3pm. The hostesses will be Eileen and Clare Bullock.
The Summer meeting of the Manchester District will be held at Knutsford on the same Saturday as our Summer Fayre (23rd June) so unfortunately our ladies will be unable to attend.

COFFEE MORNING
Coffee morning will be held on Friday 29h June at Church from 10 am
to 12 noon. Everybody is welcome, including children, so please call in
and bring your friends and neighbours with you.

FLOWERS FOR JUNE
3rd June Miss Brenda Hallatt in memory of Mr & Mrs W Hallatt
(Table) and Mrs Gladys Drury in memory of Mr & Mrs Owen
Stokes (Font)
th
10 June Mr Bill Atkin in memory of Mr & Mrs W Atkin senior & brother
Jack
th
17 June Mrs Wendy Maher in memory of Mr & Mrs L Gowling and
Peter
th
24 June Mr Brian Oliver in memory of the Oliver family
The flowers in church on Sunday 27th May (Whit Sunday) were kindly
donated by Alison Lambe and her sister Victoria Firmstone in memory
of their mother Joyce Clayton.

STEWARDS FOR JUNE
3rd June
10th June
17th June
24th June

Tom Whitehead
Bill Atkin
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
Barry is on holiday for 2 weeks in June so there are just two pieces of
music this month.
3rd June Hymn Tune
10th June Andante

Luther
Mozart

