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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
What a fantastic day we had at the Arts and Crafts! By that I don’t just
mean our successes but the enjoyment we all gained from participating
(and eating the cakes afterwards). We had great fun on the day and all the
hard work preparing entries was certainly worthwhile. Congratulations to
everyone.
Hot on the heels of our success at the Arts and Crafts was our Annual
General Meeting. AGMs are necessary and informative and an opportunity
to take stock and that is just what we did. It was good to hear the various
reports and realise that our church is in good heart as well as being efficiently run by the officers and committee and greatly appreciated by the
members. Once again we have had a busy and in many ways successful
year. Our congregation, of all ages, remains very loyal and attendance at
Sunday services is rising, and the average age of the congregation is falling – both encouraging signs! We do have some members who are not
able to be with us regularly as they live too far away. We value their continued association with the church greatly and we are always pleased to
see them when they are able to visit. Most of them have a life-long association with the church and they remain an important part of our church
family.
The pattern of church membership in all denominations is changing. In
the past the majority of members came to the church as children, grew up
in the Sunday School and went on to be adult members. Those who came
to membership as adults were in a minority, usually those who married a
member of the congregation or who moved into the area having been a
member of a church elsewhere. Today the majority of church members
come to membership as adults, they have not been brought up within the
congregation and often have no previous connection with a church. They
bring something new and vital to a congregation offering new ideas and a
fresh outlook. At Stalybridge we can be very grateful that we have a strong
membership made up of members from all these different groups who
each bring their own unique contributions to our church. That is one of our
strengths and we should rejoice in it.
Every blessing,
Andrew.

WARDEN’S NOTES
To say that we enjoyed the Arts and Crafts Exhibition would be an understatement. Everyone who took part in any way deserves to be congratulated. We won the Primary award for the second year running and
we won the Challenge Shield as overall winners for the first time since
1968!! Thank you everybody for working so hard and doing so well.
Congratulations also to all the other Sunday Schools who took part.
PRIMARY AWARD
CHALLENGE VASE
Stalybridge 103.00pts Flowery Field 81.07%
Dukinfield
79.83pts
Stalybridge 79.53%
Flowery Field 72.66pts
Dukinfield
77.72%
Denton
12.50pts
Denton
76.42%

CHALLENGE SHIELD
Stalybridge 207.50pts
Denton
165.00pts
Dukinfield
140.33pts
Flowery Field 97.00pts
Mossley
16.00pts

Thank you to all of you who attended our Annual General Meeting and a
special thank you to those of you who committed yourselves as officers
and committee members. Running a church like ours is far from simple
and involves a lot of work from all of us. As long as we all continue to
pull in the same direction I am sure our congregation will remain successful.
Ken

Some of the Choral Ladies singing their way to an unbelievable 99% mark at the Arts and Crafts Exhibition

WHIT SUNDAY 2014
This will be on Sunday 8th June. Our service will be conducted by
Rev Bob Pounder of Oldham Unitarian Chapel and our good friends
Denton Brass will be joining us. You will find an envelope in this issue of Chalice or on the table in the foyer and we would be grateful
for any donations towards the cost of the band. The service will start
at 2 pm

FEDERATION OF NON SUBSCRIBING CHRISTIANS
This is a newly formed group who has been formed primarily to look
at ways to ensure that Unitarian Free Christians are able to progress and look to the future given the current climate within The
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. Their
inaugural meeting will take place at Stalybridge Unitarian Church on
Monday 23rd June (I think they like our catering!!). The meeting will
be addressed by Rev Chris Wilson who is Clerk to Synod of The
Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland. Chris will be
speaking in a personal capacity; Chris is well known to some of our
congregation having conducted services at Stalybridge before he
went to work in Northern Ireland. This should prove to be an extremely interesting evening and everyone is welcome to attend.
Please see the notice board for details.

OBITUARY
We were sorry to hear that Eric Bennett (wife of Margaret nee Hallett) had passed away in Scotland. We hope that Margaret and the
family are able to come to terms with their sad loss. The funeral
took place in Scotland.
We were also sad to hear that Ian Bowker passed away recently in
Carrbrook. Ian was a man of many talents but I especially remember him as a very excitable cricketer who played for Stayley Units
for many years (and used to pick me up in his green Rover 90) The
funeral took place on Wednesday 28th May and was conducted by
the Minister.

SUMMER FAIR
This will take place on Saturday 14th June. Please do your best to
support this important fund raising event.

ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
The 152nd Anniversary Service will take place on Sunday 6th July. At
this service the members of the Unitarian Young People’s Group will
be presented with books as recognition of their efforts over the past
12 months. Please try to attend.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES
Sue and myself have got new email addresses as follows:
ken75howard@gmail.com
susanjillhoward@gmail.com
Please change your contact lists accordingly.

THANKS
Thanks to Billy (Paris and Olivia’s dad) for making such a good job of
cleaning the church steps.
Thanks also to Derek Clayton for cutting the grass at the back and
side of church.

BAPTISM
18th May Oscar James Weston born on 2nd November 2013 the son
of Angela Pollitt and Daryl Weston.

FUNERAL
28th May. Ian Bowker aged 76 years. Service and committal at Dukinfield crematorium the Minister officiating.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Well it does seem that we have reached summer early over the
past few weeks – it’s been glorious hasn’t it? Long may it last!
Thanks to all of you who came and those of you who helped with
the Games Night on the 23rd. We had a very enjoyable evening
and managed to raise approximately £100 to our fund raising pot.
It was the first event of our new financial year, so it was good to
get ahead.
Obviously our next big thing is the Summer Fair which will be held
on Saturday 14th June starting at 2pm. Please, please come along
and bring as many people as possible. There will be plenty for
everyone and entry is free.
The other date in June I need to tell you about is our Coffee morning on Saturday 28th June starting at 10.30. It will be a bring and
buy sale as well, so please come along and bring your friends to
that as well and enjoy a chat whilst enjoying a drink and snack.
As usual we have looked at a summer drive out and have decided
that we will go to Compo’s Chippy in Holmfirth on Friday 1st August. We have been there for several years now and everyone
seems to enjoy it, so look out for the notice on the board. We
need to know numbers so we can book a table.
We have a new committee to start our new year with, so would appreciate it if any of you (whether on the new committee or not)
would like to join our fund raising group. We only meet once a
month and try and think of ways to raise money and keep people
entertained. Anyone interested in joining should come along to
our next meeting which will be held at church at 7.15 on Monday
9th June.
Hope to see you at church soon.
Sue Howard

Stalybridge Unitarian
Church

Stalls, Tombola,
Home made cakes and pastries,
Raffle, Competitions, Arts and crafts,
Cream Teas and much, much more!

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The June meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th at 3pm. It will be followed by the usual afternoon tea.
Several of our ladies travelled to Stand Chapel on Saturday 17th May
for the Centenary Celebrations of the Manchester District. The proceedings commenced with a lovely buffet lunch followed by the service
conducted by Sheila Stott, the national president.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR JUNE
1st Table - Miss Brenda Hallatt IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallatt Font—Mrs
Jean Thomas IMO Mrs G. Drury & Mr & Mrs Owen Stokes
8th Mr Bill Atkins IMO Mr & Mrs W. Atkins Senior & brother Jack
15th Mrs Nora Caton IMO Mr Eric Caton
22nd Mr Brian Oliver IMO the Oliver Family
29th Vacant

STEWARDS FOR JUNE
1st June
8th June
15th June
22nd June
29th June
8th July

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
1st June
8th June
15th June
22nd June
29th June

Allegro
E. Masciadri
Whit Sunday
Chorale
N. Rawsthone
Voluntary
W. Russell
Hymn Prelude Lasst Uhs Erfreuen

All Creatures of our
God and King

