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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, out of bondage, to freedom
they faced many trials and struggles before they reached Canaan, the
Promised Land. To reach the Promised Land, they endured a journey
through the wilderness of some forty years. But they had not been in the
wilderness long when they started to complain about their situation and
longed to be back in Egypt where they 'sat by their flesh pots and ate
bread to the full'. Moses said to them, ‘the L'() heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him'.
In this modern age secular age, where we often hear that refrain,
'spiritual but not religious' we overlook the fact that really, in matters
spiritual or religious 'there is nothing new under the sun'. The religious/
spiritual life must deal with the human condition of where we are right
now on our spiritual journey, of our relationship with God.
And so I return to that statement: 'the L'() heareth your murmurings
which ye murmur against him'. How fresh and valid this observation is in
the context of life in the 21st century. In that famous book, The Power of
Now, Eckhart Tolle tells us that 'God is what is' and that all our negativity arises from our rejection of 'what is'.
When we complain about the weather and other things beyond our control we are complaining against 'what is' we are 'murmuring against the
Lord'. I'm personally as guilty of this kind of whingeing as the next person and I have to say it does me no good. I was struck this morning by a
statement I considered which reads:
If you would discern in whom God's spirit dwells, watch that person and
notice whether you ever hear him murmur.
Perhaps the challenge as ever is to heed the advice of Reinhold Niebuhr who prayed for the serenity to accept the things that can't be
changed, the courage to change the things which should be changed
and the wisdom to distinguish one from the other.
My best wishes as always,
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
I like politics, I like to keep up to date with everything that is going on.
With still a month to go I am sick and tired of hearing about the EU Referendum. The stories we are hearing from both sides of the campaign
are becoming more and more ludicrous every day. All we haven’t been
threatened with is a plague of locusts and I bet someone suggests that
sooner or later.
What politicians don’t seem to realise is that all the people who are eligible to vote are by default adults, and adults don’t generally like being
treated like children. I would urge you simply to make your own minds
up and vote accordingly, it really is as simple as that.
Sadly, a similar thing is happening within the Unitarian denomination.
The Executive Committee recently issued a video supposedly explaining what a Unitarian is. This is a noble concept except that they “forgot”
to include Unitarian Christians in the group of people interviewed for this
horribly biased video. All the “also rans” (who generally ignore God)
were included but the true root of the denomination was omitted. This is
unforgivable. I would suggest that the EC are seeking to “control” the
denomination rather than care for it.
The EC must realise that if the GA were to break apart the Unitarian
Christian congregations would find it relatively easy to find a new spiritual home. The others would not.
It is up to congregations like ours (and there are quite a lot of them) to
maintain Unitarian Christianity as a living, growing faith.
Ken

MRS JOYCE HUGHES
We are sorry to report that Mrs Joyce Hughes passed away recently.
Her late husband, Geoff, was our organist in the fifties. Joyce herself
had a wonderful singing voice and regularly sang on our choir. In recent
years Joyce was an officer at Hyde Chapel. The Funeral took place at
Hyde Chapel on Friday 27th May. Rev Eric Breeze officiated. We would
like to offer our condolences to her family and friends and the congregation of Hyde Chapel, Gee Cross.

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 2016
Many thanks and congratulations to all who took part in the Arts and
Crafts Exhibition. Once again we had a fantastic result winning The Challenge Shield, The Challenge Vase, The Primary Award and the Junior
Play reading Trophy. Adam Lambe also won the Spotlight Award. All the
individual results and the overall results are on the notice board.
Many thanks to Margaret and Alan Barber and the congregation of Old
Chapel. Many thanks also to Ian and Jennifer for a very enjoyable celebration party.

EDITH HOWARD

Edith would like to thank everyone who provided food for her surprise 95th
birthday party at church, and also all those who sent her cards, flowers
and presents. Edith said it was a wonderful surprise.

CHURCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Many thanks to all those who attended the AGM and those who committed themselves to be officers and committee members. Our first committee meeting will be held on Monday 13th June at 8pm.

REV PAT SHAW
We are sad to report that Rev Pat Shaw passed away on Monday 16th
May. Pat was Minister at Stalybridge from 1989 to 1992. She also served
the congregations in Wythenshawe, Gorton, Lincoln and Mossley. Her funeral will take place at Stalybridge Unitarian Church at 12 noon on
Wednesday 1st June, followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium at
1pm. The funeral will be conducted by Rev Bob Pounder and Rev Andrew
Parker. We offer our condolences to Barry and family, all Pat’s friends
and the congregation of Mossley Christian Unitarian Church.

THE GREAT WAR ROLL OF HONOUR
All of you will be familiar with this memorial behind the pulpit. We are
grateful to Mr Frank Harrop for researching the histories of the people
who appear on it. Frank has produced a wonderful booklet which contains
some truly fascinating stories about the men who lost their lives. This
booklet will be left on the table at the back of church. Please feel free to
peruse this at your leisure. If you would like to take it home, please do so
but please return it to church as soon as possible to ensure everyone gets
an opportunity to read it.
Bob will be taking a weeks’ holiday to attend this important event and to
visit friends in The Republic of Ireland. The service on 19th June will be
conducted by Ken Howard.

NON-SUBSCRIBING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF IRELAND
The Annual Synod of the NSPCI will take place in Northern Ireland from
13th to 16th June. We are honoured that Rev Bob Pounder has been invited to attend.

EAST CHESHIRE UNION OF UNITARIAN AND FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
Stalybridge Unitarian Church has been chosen this year to have a building
survey done. This is paid for by the ECU and the Gregson Trust. We are
very grateful to the ECU for this valuable assistance.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Thanks to everyone who came to the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations
on 22nd April – I think a good time was had by all and we managed to
make a bit of money as well – so a successful evening was had!
Unfortunately the picnic and treasure hunt to be held on Sunday 29th May
had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers. There were only three up for
the treasure hunt and two of them were Alfie and Ben whose Mum was
organising it anyway, so she can do it for them at any time. Perhaps we
did not take into account the fact that it was to be a bank holiday weekend
and also half term, so some people were going away. We will try and rearrange it for another date.
The next important event will be the Summer Fair to be held on Saturday
25th June starting at 2pm. We really need everyone to come forward and
offer their support, even if it is just by attending and bringing along your
friends and neighbours. If you want to be more involved, we need items
donating for the home bake stall, prizes for the tombola and raffle and
items for the good as new stall. Proceedings will start at 2pm, so please,
please come along! Cream teas will be available if you are in need of refreshment.
As I mentioned last month, we have arranged our annual trip to Compos
Chippy in Holmfirth a little earlier in the year on Friday 1st July. Please put
your names on the list so we have an idea of how many to book for and
also so we know how many people need lifts.
A couple of weeks after this we shall be holding our summer cream tea at
our house on Saturday 16th July at 75 Hutton Avenue. We can only hope
for good weather, but even if it is wet, we would still like to see you, although it may be a bit cosy indoors.

Something new for us will be “The Unitarians Have Talent” which will be a
talent show when anyone, whatever their age, can provide an approximate
three- minute act for us. It could be singing, poetry reading, instrument
playing or in fact anything which you think would entertain the audience.
At the end of the evening, the audience will vote for their favourite act and
a winner announced! Don’t be shy, but perhaps start thinking about what
you could do and put your name on the notice board so we can start planning the night. I’m sure we will discover some hidden talents amongst us.
The date will be 16th September, so you have plenty of time to put your
mind to it.
For something else new, we shall be holding a film night when we shall be
showing the old family favourite “The Wizard of Oz” on 7th October, complete with ice cream and popcorn! It will be a night suitable for the whole
family!
Also to give you plenty of warning, we shall be holding a Games Night on
11th November, so put that in your diaries so as not to miss it.
Our next meeting will be on Monday 13th June at 7.15pm at church and
everyone is welcome. We just need people who have some new ideas and
are prepared to lend a hand in putting events on. Please come along – we
need you!
Sue Howard

Mrs Edith Howard celebrating her 95th birthday with the church congregation

SPECIAL SERVICES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 2016

Stalls, Tombola,
Homemade Cakes and Pastries,
Raﬄe, Compeons, Arts & Cras,
Cream Teas and much much more!

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 1st June.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR JUNE
5th

TABLE
Miss Brenda Hallatt - IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallatt
FONT
Mrs Jean Thomas - IMO Mrs Gladys Drury & Mr & Mrs
Owen Stokes
th
12 Mr Bill Atkins - IMO Mr & Mrs W.Atkins Senior and
Brother Jack
th
19 Mrs Nora Caton - IMO Mr Eric Caton
26th Mr Brian Oliver - IMO The Oliver Family

STEWARDS FOR JUNE
5th
12th
19th
26th
3rd

June
June
June
June
July

Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
5th
12th
19th
26th

June
June
June
June

Darwalls 148th
Men of Harlech
Slow Movement
Andantino

J. Darwall
A. Oswald

