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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
The First Book of Samuel tells of the worship of God at Shiloh. The Biblical Shiloh is located as being in the northern area of the West Bank of Israel. It was here, according to Joshua (18:1) that the whole of the children
of Israel assembled and set up the tabernacle in which the Ark of the Covenant was housed. The New English Bible refers to the tabernacle as the
‘Tent of the Presence’. In those days the Jews say that the presence of
God dwelt at Shiloh. It’s here at Shiloh where Samuel’s parents worshipped and offered sacrifices to God.
There are at least two very moving scenes in the opening chapters of
Samuel. The first scene is that of the childless Hannah as she prays
mournfully and longingly at the temple to become a mother. Such is the
intensity of her prayer that the priest, Eli thinks that she is drunk. Hannah
disavailed him of that notion saying, that she had been ‘pouring out her
heart before the Lord.’
In answer to Hannah’s prayers, Samuel is born. When Samuel is old
enough he is taken into the temple in the Lord’s service under the supervision of Eli.
In the second scene, and we need only use our imagination a little, to see
the oil lamp burning in the darkness of the night, amidst the silence of the
temple with its pervading sense of the holy presence. And it was there as
the boy slept that he was awakened by the voice of God. Three times did
Samuel go to Eli saying ‘here I am’ before Eli realised that God was calling Samuel and said, “Go and lie down and if he calls you again say,
“Speak Lord for your servant hears you”. God did of course speak with
Samuel and so the story continues.
Our churches too are houses of worship made holy by years of worship,
where loving people meet together and experience the joy of fellowship,
where we can receive solace, and comfort where our deepest longings
may be expressed through prayer and where we too, like Hannah and
Samuel may feel the presence of God.
My best wishes as always,
Bob.

WARDEN’S NOTES
One thing some of us must admit is that we are not getting any younger.
Many of our congregation are becoming older and therefore already
need or will shortly be requiring more pastoral care and support. It is not
always possible for the Minister and Warden to do as much of this as
they would like. Perhaps it is time to consider setting up a pastoral care
“panel”. We would like to encourage members of the congregation to
speak to either myself or Bob with a view to arranging a system of pastoral care. Some people just need a visit and a chance to talk to the Minister but other people need more practical help with shopping and similar
things. We would be grateful if you could give this some thought. It
would be a good start to ensuring that we look after members of our congregation who need help and support.
Ken Howard

ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION 2017
Congratulations to all those people who entered or helped with entries
for the 2017 Arts & Crafts Exhibition. We had another wonderful year
and managed to retain the Primary Award and The Challenge Shield.
We also won the Senior and Junior Play Reading trophies. Our Sunday
School children did extremely well, I think it is time the adults upped their
game and increase our number of entries next year. It is obvious that
Denton and Dukinfield are after us!! Many thanks to Dukinfield Old
Chapel for allowing us the use of their facilities, special thanks also to
Margaret and Alan Barber for their hard work. Thanks also to Jennifer
and Ian for hosting our celebratory party at their house.
The main results are as follows:
Primary Award
Stalybridge
144.5 points.
31 points.
Challenge Vase
Dukinfield 72.687%.

Denton

Dukinfield

72.035%.

68.5 points.

Stalybridge

Denton

71.87%.

Challenge Shield
Stalybridge 230.5 points. Denton 195 points. Dukinfield 141.5
points. Flowery Field 12 points.

155th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE 2nd JULY
This will take place at 11am on Sunday 2nd July at 11am. The service
will be conducted by Rev Bob Pounder. The UYPG members will receive their attendance awards (books of their own choice) during this
service.
Please make every effort to attend this very important service as we
celebrate our history and look forward to our future.

WHIT SUNDAY 4th JUNE - SERVICE AT 2pm
The Whit Sunday service will be held on Sunday 4th June at 2 pm. The
service will be conducted by Rev Bob Pounder. We will be joined by our
friends from Oldham Unitarian Chapel. Our music will be provided by
Denton Brass.
Please note there will be no morning service on this day.

GENERAL ELECTION
Please note that the church will be used as a Polling Station on 8th June
2017

Winners of the Junior Play Reading Trophy reading from Willie
Wonker at the Arts and Crafts Competition

Stalls, Tombola,
Homemade Cakes and Pastries,
Raffle, Competitions, Arts & Crafts,
Cream Teas and much, much more!

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Time is certainly flashing by – it will be mid summer’s day in a
month’s time!
We had a great afternoon on Monday 8th May, when Sue Holden came to talk to us about her life through music. It was very
entertaining and we had a nice afternoon tea as well. We shall
definitely be asking Sue again for an afternoon’s entertainment,
so look out for notices on the board.
By the time you are reading this, we will probably have been entertained by Denton Brass on Friday 19th. I’ll let you know how
we got on next month. Don’t forget we shall be having Denton
Brass accompany us on Whit Sunday, so this will be a taster!
Don’t forget we are looking for donations to pay for the band on
Whit Sunday, so if you can help, either use the envelopes in last
month’s Chalice, or just hand your contribution to a committee
member before then.
On June 11th, we shall be holding a soup and sweet lunch.
There is a notice on the board for this, so please put your name
up if you wish to partake.
Later on in June on the 16th, we shall be holding a board games
night, starting at 7.00pm. If you fancy a game of Monopoly or
even Snakes and Ladders, please come along for a fun night
out. All ages are very welcome. A list is up so please put your
name on it if you intend to come so we can arrange refreshments. Friends and neighbours will be very welcome.
Also in June, of course, will be the Summer Fair to be held on
Saturday 24th starting at 2pm until 4pm. Please put the date in
your diaries and pass the word around to your friends, so we
get a good turnout. We will have the usual stalls, home-bake,
home-made crafts and gifts, tombola, raffle, children’s games,
new2you, plants and more. Cream teas will also be served.
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THIS IMPORTANT EVENT!!
Don’t forget, we also need donations for the various stalls.

Coming up in July on the 31st we shall be holding another coffee morning and bring and buy, so please bear this in mind
and come along for a drink and cake. We had a good turnout
for the last one and it was good to see friends old and new
and have time for a chat.
As well as the coffee morning in July, we have booked to go
to Compos Chippy in Holmfirth on 7th leaving church at
6.30pm, so please put your name up for that as well if you
want to join us so the right size table can be booked and we
can arrange lifts for those wishing to come along.
Also in July, we (that is Sue and Ken) will be holding a cream
tea at their house on Saturday 15th starting at 2pm. There will
be a bring and buy table at that as well, so let’s just hope for
good weather.
Looking a little further ahead, we hope to hold another Talent
Night on 29th September and a Games Night on 13th October.
Please come forward if you have any ideas that we could put
on at church as a fund raiser. Fund raising is a very important part of our day to day running, and we need to know
what YOU would like to do or come to. Please either speak to
someone on the committee or come along to our next fund
raising meeting which will be announced during the church
notices soon.
We look forward to seeing you at our next event.
Sue Howard

FLOWERS FOR JUNE
4th

TABLE Mrs Brenda Hallatt IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallatt
FONT Mrs Jean Thomas IMO Mrs Gladys Drury & Mr
& Mrs Owen Stokes

11th Mr Bill Atkin

IMO Mr & Mrs W. Atkin Senior &
Brother Jack

18th Mrs Nora Caton

IMO Mr Eric Caton

25th Mr Brian Oliver

IMO The Oliver Family

STEWARDS FOR JUNE
4th

June

Ken Howard

11th June

Bill Atkin

18th June

Jennifer Price

25th June

Wendy Maher

2nd July

Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
4th

June

Ich

M. Reger

11th June

Grand Choeur in G T. Salome

18th June

Minuetto

A Guilmant

25th June

Yorkshire

N. Rawstone

