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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
Congratulations to all of you who took part in the recent Arts and Crafts
Festival. This was the first time that Sue and I have been associated
with a particular church or chapel, and it certainly made the whole event
much more exciting. I also didn’t realize quite how competitive the
whole thing was.
I can’t imagine the time that so many of you must
ration, and I was amazed at the high standard of
delighted that we not only won the overall shield,
members also won the junior section, and their
played on our pulpit.

have spent in prepaall the entries. I was
but that our younger
prize is proudly dis-

The effort of so many of you clearly shows the very strong community
spirit we have in our Church, and this, together with the fact that we
have so many young people, bodes well for our future.
But we mustn’t be complacent, and we must all do whatever we can to
encourage new members to join us on a Sunday. Sue and I have been
ever so grateful for the extremely warm welcome that you have all
shown us since we joined the Church, and I am sure that this warm welcome will be extended to anyone coming to our services.
Over the next few months we have two special services coming up
which may well provide a good opportunity for you to invite relatives,
friends and neighbours to join you in worshiping in our Church. The first
is on Whit Sunday when the music will be provided by Denton Brass.
Brass bands are always extremely popular in this area, so let’s make
sure that as many people as possible know that this event is taking
place.
In July, at a date yet to be fixed, I am planning to hold a Songs of Praise
Service, which is often popular with people who do not regularly attend
a church or chapel. Again another opportunity to invite friends and family. I will let you all know the date as soon as possible.
Sue would like to thank all of you for wishing her well during her recent
illness. She thinks that this clearly shows the love and compassion that
we have within our Church.
God bless you all. Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

Religion is a serious business. Different people, even within the
same church, will have their different views on faith. This is in
fact a healthy situation; we are able to worship with each other
in harmony, even if our views may be slightly different. Although
religion is serious that does not mean it is miserable; far from it,
I hope. Being comfortable and feeling welcome in any church is
very important. Feeling involved in communal Unitarian Free
Christian worship is a very strong emotion, some people like
hymns, some prefer prayer and others prefer readings and sermons. A congregation is a living thing, we feed off each other.
Fortunately, the days of the clergy preaching fire and brimstone
to their flocks are long gone. Even more importantly, the days of
children being seen and not heard have gone for ever.
The “atmosphere” that a congregation creates is of prime importance. Everybody (whether you are one or one hundred and
one) can sense a settled atmosphere, even those who are worshipping in a church for the first time; that, inevitably makes
people feel at ease and able to worship in a relaxed way.
I believe we have that special “atmosphere” at Stalybridge Unitarian Church. Our Unitarian Free Christian message is clear
and unambiguous. We are on the right track!
Ken Howard

Stalybridge Unitarian Church
157th Anniversary
Service 30th June
157th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE SUNDAY 30th JUNE
This will take place at 11am on Sunday 30th June. The service
will be conducted by Len Elias. The UYPG members will receive their attendance awards (books of their own choice) during this service.
Please make every effort to attend this very important service
as we celebrate our history and look forward to our future.

CHALICE
Please note the next Issue of Chalice will be a double (July and
August) Summer edition. If you have anything you wish to be
included, please let Jeff Sheehan have the details no later than
25th June.

FLOWERS FOR THE SUNDAY SERVICES
Should you wish to donate the flowers for the Sunday service
there are two vacant dates; 7th July and 29th September. In
2020 in addition to the above dates, the 4th Sunday in January
will also be vacant. A dedication can also be read out during
the service.
Please contact Julie Sheehan the Flower Secretary to make
the necessary arrangements. She will be happy to purchase
and arrange the flowers on your behalf.

Saturday 15th June 2:00pm
to 4:00pm
SUMMER FAIR PLANT SALE
Sue Shaw would be very grateful for any donations for the summer
fair plant stall.

Whit Sunday Service with Denton
Brass
th
9 June at 2.00pm
WHIT SUNDAY 9th JUNE 2019
The service will be at 2pm and will be conducted by Len Elias. We
will be accompanied by Denton Brass. You will find a donation envelope inside your June Chalice. We would be grateful for any help
towards the cost of Denton Brass. If the weather is suitable the service will be held outdoors.
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO MORNING SERVICE ON
THIS DAY

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Another few lovely days of sunshine are here leading up to the bank
holiday next week, which reminds me of the beautiful day of the Good
Friday sponsored walk. As promised last month when I said I’d tell
you of the results of the sponsored walk - you managed to raise an
amazing £213. Well done everyone who took part and thanks to the
Price family for organising it all.
As previously mentioned, we shall be holding a craft evening on Friday 7th June starting at 7.00pm. Tea and cake will be served and the
cost will be £3 each. Please come along if you feel you have a talent
you think you could share or if you would just like to learn a skill from
some of our very talented friends.
The next BIG event will be the Summer Fair which will be held this
year on Saturday 15th June starting at 2pm. We would be grateful
once again to receive items for tombola prizes, raffle prizes, the plant
stall and even, on the day, home bake items. We hope to have a
good day so please do come along with your friends and neighbours
and enjoy an afternoon cream tea as well as trying your luck at a few
games and being able to buy some delicious home-made bakes and
some clever hand-made items. This is one of our biggest fund-raising
events of the year so please offer your support.
Also looking forward, we shall be going to the Roebuck Inn for a savoury afternoon tea on 21st June. We went there last year and it was
a fantastic day, as we all enjoyed our hampers sitting out in the garden. A notice is on the board, so please ensure you put your name
up as soon as possible as numbers need to be booked in shortly. We
will arrange lifts for anyone who needs one.
While we’re talking about summer, we shall be holding our normal
bring and buy summer cream tea at our house (75 Hutton Avenue,
Ashton) on Saturday 27th July, so please make a note in your diaries
and hope for better weather than last year.
Some of you will be thinking of summer holidays and perhaps going
away, so we have not arranged a lot for August, but are already thinking of events in September.

On 8th September, a picnic and treasure hunt will be arranged for after
the morning service. Please look out for the notice to put your names
up. Also in September, on 12th, we hope to welcome friends from Dean
Row Church who are interested in coming to look at our church after
which we shall be providing them with an afternoon tea. Of course, our
own members are invited to come along as well to make it more of a social gathering. Further details will be made available shortly. We also
hope to arrange a games night for sometime in September, so look out
for that as well.
The Christmas Fair this year will be held on 23rd November, so please
put this date in your diary as well to ensure you don’t miss it.
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 10th June at church
at 7.30pm. Anyone who feels they could help in any way or have any
good ideas for fund raising or social events, or are happy to help out in
any way, please do join us. We look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible at all or any of the above events.
Sue Howard

Members of the UYPG displaying the trophies won by
Stalybridge Unitarian Church at the Arts & Crafts Exhibition

FLOWERS FOR JUNE
2nd TABLE Mrs Brenda Hallatt

IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallatt

FONT Mrs Jean Thomas

IMO Mrs Gladys Drury & Mr &
Mrs Owen Stokes

Mr Bill Atkin

IMO Mr & Mrs W. Atkin Senior
& Brother Jack

16th Mrs Nora Caton

IMO Mr & Mrs Harold Bullock
Senior

23rd Mr Brian Oliver

IMO The Oliver Family

30th Mrs Weltman &

IMO Betty Hall, Muriel Dawson

9th

Mr & Mrs R. Hall

& Wendy Inman

STEWARDS FOR JUNE
2nd June

Ken Howard

9th

Bill Atkin

June

16th June

Jennifer Price

23rd June
30th June

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

7th

Bill Atkin

July

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd June

Early One Morning

9th

June

Whit Sunday

June

Prayer of St Francis

R. Pantcheff

23 June
30th June

Comin Thru the Rye
The Ash Grove

P. Moore
A. Gant

th

16

rd

