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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
The other day I came across this interesting little story from the Buddhist
tradition which I last remember reading hearing when I was at school:
“There was a man who was being pursued along a jungle path by a ferocious tiger, when suddenly, he came to the edge of a precipice. Fortunately there happened to be a vine growing over the edge; without hesitating to look over his shoulder the man grasped the vine and lowered
himself down, hand over hand, to safety. As he reached half way, he
happened to glance downwards, and to his horror he saw another tiger
prowling around beneath him.
In desperation he jerked his head upwards, the sight that me his eyes
made him shiver with horror. Not only did he see the first tiger’s gaping
jaws, but he also saw a mouse busily gnawing away at the vine on
which he was hanging.
As he hung there in desperate plight he noticed a large, red, ripe strawberry growing out of a fissure near his elbow. The man carefully picked
it, and placing it slowly in his mouth, closed his eyes and savoured its
lovely flavour to the full.”
So often we spoil the present by regretting the past. We regret our
missed chances and lost opportunities. “If only I had...!” We also often
spoil the present by worrying about what might happen tomorrow, next
week, next month or next year. How much wiser it is to take each day
as it comes, putting the past behind us and not being anxious about the
future. As the Sanskrit proverb says:
“Yesterday is but a dream
And tomorrow is only a vision;
But today well lived
Makes every yesterday a dream of happiness,
And every tomorrow a vision of hope.
Look well, therefore, to this day!”
Every blessing,
Andrew

WARDEN’S NOTES
Your Minister, Officers and Committee are aware of recent publicity in
the local press regarding another local Unitarian congregation.
I am aware that some of our congregation have been spoken to about
this and I think it is time to set out our feelings so that you can answer
accordingly should you be asked.
We are all concerned about the overt sidelining of Christianity within The
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches. I am afraid
the situation has gone so far that it can be considered irretrievable. The
movement is being seriously diluted by groups with alterative messages
to Free Christianity who it seems would prefer to take over our denomination rather than go to the trouble and expense of forming a denomination themselves.
Same sex marriage is being promised in some churches. While few people are against same sex civil partnerships there is a feeling that a same
sex marriage is a step too far. Accordingly WE WILL NOT be applying
for a licence to conduct same sex marriages.
Polyandrous relationships are being actively promoted by some sections
of the denomination. We feel that this has no place in a Christian
Church.
There are those in the denomination who would seek to de-criminalise
drugs. Your committee also feels that this is the wrong answer to a serious problem.
Assisted suicide is being supported in some sections of the denomination and it is felt this is not in line with our Christian beliefs.
Very few (if any) Ministers of the Free Christian persuasion are currently
undergoing training either at Oxford or UCM.
This may seem like a sorry state of affairs but all is not doom and gloom.
We are a totally autonomous congregation and basically we can do anything we like so long as we do not break the law.

One thing is certain; we do not have to do anything the General assembly tells us to if it interferes with our beliefs.
There are other options than the GA open to us and rest assured
your committee is monitoring the situation extremely carefully. We
will keep you informed and discuss the situation at a General Meeting as and when necessary.
Ken

80TH BIRTHDAY
Congratulations to Margaret Hallsworth who celebrated her 80th
birthday on 27th February. We understand that Margaret is having a
party for family and friends on Saturday 1st March and we hope she
has a very good time.

IMPORTANT DIARY DATES
Please keep the following dates free.
Saturday 14th June SUMMER FAYRE
Saturday 29th November CHRISTMAS FAIR
As usual we will need a lot of help on these important fund raising
occasions.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the church will be held on Sunday
11th May after the morning service. Please make a note of this date
in your diary and make every effort to attend.

ARTS AND CRAFTS ENTRIES
These will be received at church on SUNDAY 30th MARCH AFTER
THE MORNING SERVICE. Please note that this is the last day
for ALL entries.

DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Our congratulations go to Jack and Betty Bredbury who will be celebrating their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 20th March. We hope
that they enjoy this special occasion with family and friends.

OBITUARY
We were sorry to hear of the death of Dorothy Burrows( Hallsworth) .
Dorothy was a member of the Church and Sunday School for
many years before she moved to Warwickshire. Dorothy always retained her interest in the activities of the Church. She will be sadly
missed by her daughter Rachel and her sister Doreen (Goacher).
Our condolences to them.

Some of the UYPG Children enjoying themselves at the
Transport Museum

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Hasn’t this last month flown by – here we are heading into March and
hopefully nearly spring time!
First of all, thanks to those who helped with the lunch prior to our trip to
the Transport Museum. It was all a bit of a rush, but those of us who
went, including three children, had a great afternoon and thanks must
also go to Ian Deas from Dob Lane church who showed us round the
museum which was fascinating.
Coming up very shortly, we will be having Denton Brass coming to
church to play for us – that is on 28th February. It starts as usual at
7.30pm and the charge to come in will be £5 which includes light refreshments. Please come along for what should be a good night and
bring your friends along as well.
On Saturday 15th March we shall be holding a coffee morning. We
have decided to try it on a Saturday so that those people who are working may have the chance to attend. It will be a ‘Bring and Buy’ event as
well, so please come along for a drink and light eats as well as the opportunity for a good chat. Everyone is welcome and we look forward to
seeing as many people as possible there.
Also in March, Andrew will be giving us a talk on his latest visit to St
Petersburg complete with picture show. It will be held on Friday 21st
March starting at 7.30 and the price will again be £5 which includes refreshments. Please look out for the notice on the board so we can
have some idea of numbers for catering.
You may remember last autumn a treasure hunt was organised by
Jenny Price which comprised a walk round the local park area looking
for treasure. This is taking place again on Sunday 27th April and will
follow a picnic lunch (as before) after the morning service. Those that
want to take in the fresh air and look for treasure can go off and those
that want can stay in church where we can have a bit of a social afternoon. Please look out for this notice as well and put your name up if
you wish to attend, so we can organise enough picnic food.

Now for a bit of advance notice – our Summer Fair will this year be held
on Saturday 14th June starting at 11am and our Christmas Fair will be
held on Saturday 29th November starting at 2pm, so please enter both
these dates into your diary as we need you all there for these important
fund raising events.
Finally, we hope to hold a Games Night on Friday 23rd May and more
details will be given for this next month, so look out for that as well.
If you would like to join our fund raising group, you would be most welcome, as we are always looking out for new ideas and help with existing ones – our next meeting will be held on Monday 10th March at
7.15pm which is just before the main church committee meeting.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our various
fund raising events (they are important) and don’t forget, your friends
and family would be more than welcome to join us as well.
Sue Howard

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
“Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.
Life is beauty, admire it.
Life is a dream, realize it.
Life is a challenge, meet it.
Life is a duty, complete it.
Life is a game, play it.
Life is a promise, fulfil it.
Life is sorrow, overcome it.
Life is a song, sing it.
Life is a struggle, accept it.
Life is a tragedy, confront it.
Life is an adventure, dare it.
Life is luck, make it.
Life is too precious, do not destroy it.
Life is life, fight for it.”
Attributed to Mother Teresa

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th March at 3pm when we
will have a Faith tea.
Thank you to all who contributed either by bringing items to sell, or by
buying goods from our home bake stall recently. We raised the magnificent total of £80.60p for the Women's League Project which this year is
supporting Lymphodeama sufferers.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR MARCH
2nd Mrs Nora Caton
9th Mr & Mrs Geoff Spiby
16th Mrs Janet Pearson
23rd Mrs Jean Thomas
30th Women's League

IMO Mr & Mrs H. Bullock Senior
IMO The Schofield Family
IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
IMO Mr James Scullion
IMO Past members and friends

STEWARDS FOR MARCH
2nd March
9th March
16th March
23rd March
30th March
6th April

Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd March
9th March
16th March
23rd March
30th March

Fanfare and Scherzo
C Tambling
The Heavens are Telling
J Haydn
Wedding March from Symphony No 3 Saint - Saens
Cornet Voluntary
H Heron
Mothering Sunday (Reflection) C Murphy

