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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear friends,
The first Sunday of Lent this year fell on St Valentine’s Day. You
might recall that I'd mentioned that the connection between this
third century saint and romantic love is tenuous to say the least.
One suggestion is that the connection arises from the medieval observation that the birds begin to pair off for mating in the
middle of February. I find it an amusing thought, but more seriously I do find that this time of year has a special quality all of its
own.
What I love about this time, the current period that coincides with
Lent and our seasons is the underlying sense of energy and renewal that is so apparent that we can not only observe it but we
can feel it too.
Perhaps this sense of energy and renewal is an essential element
for the longing of spiritual resurgence that comes with Lent. When
the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus at his baptism at the River
Jordan, prior to his trials in the wilderness, we know, in the story,
that something immensely profound has happened. Indeed, without this love and energy which is the Holy Spirit it is inconceivable
that Jesus' trials and preparation for ministry in the hardship of
the wilderness could have taken place.
In the Book of Revelation God says, "Behold I make all things
new". Right now, the promise of renewal, of greater things to
come, are underlined by this sense of resurgence, so that some
self denial, reflection and devotion in Lent are not a hardship at all
but really a time full of joyful anticipation. Like Jesus, we too can
be carried and led by the Spirit of God. May it be so.
All good wishes
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
Once again we are looking forward to a new phase in the long life of the
congregation of Stalybridge Unitarian Church. The Induction of Rev Bob
Pounder as our Minister is a big event. It signifies our intent to maintain
the life of our church to the best of our ability and to keep alive the Unitarian Free Christian faith in Stalybridge. It is very much a Unitarian trait that
the relationship between a Minister and the congregation is one of a partnership. If we are all pulling in the same direction then our spiritual life
should me made simpler.
It is important that as many members and friends of the church as possible attend this service to show our support for Bob and the church.
We are honoured that The Rt Rev Chris Wilson has agreed to conduct the
service. Chris has preached at Stalybridge before. Currently he is Moderator of The Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland. He will be ably
assisted by other Unitarian and NSPCI Ministers.
Ken

INDUCTION OF REV BOB POUNDER – SATURDAY 12th
MARCH
The Induction of Rev Bob Pounder will take place on Saturday 12th March.
We are sorry for the short notice but it was necessary for us to ensure that
Bob was fully recovered from his operation before deciding to go ahead.
The schedule for the day is as follows:
2.30pm
4.15pm

Induction service conducted by Rt Rev C J Wilson,
Moderator of the Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of
Ireland.
English and Chinese Buffet at Phoenix City Restaurant
Stalybridge.

This is a special day for Bob and the congregation, all members and
friends of the congregation (including children) are invited to both the service and the buffet. It is important that we have accurate numbers both for
the service and the buffet so please complete the attendance sheet in the
foyer. If you are unable to get to church to put your name on the list
please let me know and I will add it for you. We will be joined by our
friends from other Unitarian churches in the area.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 2016
Sunday 6th March
Saturday 12th March

11am
2.30pm

Sunday 20th March
Sunday 20th March

12 noon
1 pm

Sunday 27th March
Sunday 3rd April

11am
12.15pm

Friday 8th April

7pm

Sunday 10th April

10.45am

Saturday 7th May
Saturday 14th May
Sunday 15th May
Wednesday 18th May

2pm
7.30pm

Saturday 21st May

4pm

Sunday 22nd May
Saturday 25th June
Saturday 2nd July
Sunday 3rd July

12.15pm
2pm to 4pm
2pm
11am

Saturday 9th July

2pm

Saturday 30th July
Saturday 13th August

1pm
3pm

Sunday 2nd October
11am
Sunday 13th November
11am
th
Saturday 26 November 11am-2pm
Sunday 18th December
4pm
Animal Service – to be arranged.

Mothering Sunday Service
Induction Service Rev Bob
Pounder
Communion after morning service
Baptism of ISAAC BENJAMIN
ATKINSON (Rev Bob Pounder)
Easter Day Service
Stalybridge Arts and Crafts entries
received
All schools bring A & C entries to
Stalybridge
ECU Songs of Praise Newcastle under-Lyme
FNSC AGM at Doncaster
Arts & Crafts Exhibition at Old
Chapel Dukinfield
Whit Sunday service
ECU AGM at Stalybridge Unitarian
Church
Stalybridge wedding -Rev Bob
Pounder
Stalybridge Unitarian Church AGM
Summer Fair
Old Chapel wedding
154th Anniversary Service and
UYPG Presentation
Stalybridge wedding (Kippax) –
Rev Bob Pounder
Old Chapel wedding
Stalybridge wedding – Rev Bob
Pounder
Harvest Service
Remembrance Sunday service
Christmas Fair
Carol Service and Juvenile
Membership

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 14th MAY 2016
The syllabus and all other details are now available in the committee room. Please note because of the building repairs at Old
Chapel the timings for some of the events may change. Please
read the syllabus carefully. The Stalybridge entries will be received after the morning service on 3rd April.
Please note this will be the one and only opportunity for all entries including those that take place on the day. If you are entering any of the musical categories please note the music must be
handed in with your entry on 3rd April. Please get working hard.

Members of the Congregation enjoying the
St Valentine's Lunch after the Sunday Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Here we are again, some days thinking we’re approaching
springtime, then the next day realising we are not!
Although not a fund raising event, it is definitely a social
event and it is the Induction Service for Reverend Bob
Pounder which will be held on Saturday 12th March. Please
come along to this important occasion. It will be followed by
a buffet at the Phoenix City Restaurant in Stalybridge. We
do need to know how many are attending, so we can arrange seating in church and of course book the right number for the buffet afterwards, so please put your name on
the notice board as soon as possible or if you are unable to
get to church and would like to attend, please ring Ken or
myself (number at the front).
Our next event in March will be the Beatrix Potter evening
with a talk given by Pat Osborne, followed by a potato pie
supper. It will start at 7.30pm on Friday 18th March. The
cost for the evening which covers the talk and the meal will
be £7.50. Please come along and bring your family and
friends, but don’t forget to put your name/s on the list so we
know how many to cater for.
If you remember, I mentioned last month that we would be
organising the dinner we will be holding on Friday 22nd April
to celebrate both St George’s Day and the 90th birthday of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. We shall have a traditional
three course English dinner and the price will be £10 per
person. A notice will be going up shortly so please enter
your names if you would like to come. As it is a special
event, feel free to dress up accordingly!
Looking forward a little, we shall be holding a treasure hunt
after the service on Sunday 29th May. There will be a picnic
lunch provided after which Jennifer, as she has in the past,
will be organising a treasure hunt, suitable for all the family.

A notice will be going up fairly soon, so please look out for it
and put your name up if you intend taking part in either the picnic lunch or the lunch and the treasure hunt.
Looking forward even further, please put the date for the Summer Fair in your diaries. This will be held on Saturday 25th
June starting at 2pm. This always takes a lot of preparation, so
it always pays to be well prepared.
Once again I am appealing to anyone who has any ideas for
any fund raising ideas to come forward and let us know or attend our next meeting which will take place on Monday 14th
March at church at 7.15pm.
Many thanks
Sue Howard

FROM THE TREASURER
The financial year ends on 31st March, so there is still time to
pay your church membership of £5 per person, so if you have
not already paid and wish to be a member, please let me have
your £5 as soon as possible. If you are already on the envelope scheme (for your collection), your membership is already
covered. If anyone wishes to join the envelope scheme (which
does not cost you anything) please see me as soon as possible and I will arrange for you to have your envelopes before
the beginning of April.
Sue Howard (Acting Treasurer)

CHALICE SUBSCRIPTIONS
Please can we have all your Chalice subscriptions by the 1st
April. If I do not receive your payment I will presume you no
longer wish to subscribe.
Wendy Maher

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The next meeting will be held at church on Wednesday
2nd March at 3pm. All ladies from church are very welcome.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR MARCH
6th

Mrs Norah Caton

IMO Mr & Mrs Harold Bullock
Senior

13th Mr & Mrs G. Spiby IMO The Schofield Family
20th Mrs Janet Pearson IMO Mary Dagnah
27th Mrs Jean Thomas IMO Mr James Scullion

STEWARDS FOR MARCH
6th

March

Wendy Maher

13th March

Ken Howard

20th March

Bill Atkin

th

27

rd

3

March

Jennifer Price

April

Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
6th

March

Minuet

th

March

Hymn Tune on Crimond O. Janes

th

March

Prelude Passion Chorale

th

March

In G G. F. Handel

13

20
27

J.S. Bach
P.E. Fletcher

