CHALICE
March 2017

50 pence

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
And
SUNDAY SCHOOL
(A Free Christian Congregation)
Forester Drive, Stalybridge

Stalybridge Unitarian Church is a
Free Christian Congregation.
A member of The East Cheshire Union of Unitarian
and Free Christian Churches.
A member of The General Assembly of Unitarian
and Free Christian Churches.
A member of The North Cheshire Unitarian Sunday
School Union.
A member of The Unitarian Christian Association.

THE CHALICE
STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
MAGAZINE
March 2017

This issue of Chalice is sponsored by
Mrs Doreen Goacher IMO Peter
Goacher & sister Dorothy.
A second sponsor wishes to remain
anonymous.

MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
The use of The Beginner’s Bible: Timeless Children’s Stories for the
junior part of our Sunday morning worship is a recent development that
has brought unexpected benefits. The simple children’s readings can
remind us of the richness of the Bible and may inspire further study.
Again, they are indeed timeless stories, simplified iconic stories that
provide clear landmarks for the study of scripture and not just for the
children. So far this year we have looked at the Biblical creation story,
Adam and Eve, Noah and the Ark, and the story of the Tower of Babel.
Last Sunday, The Beginner’s Bible provided another children’s story;
the story of Abraham and subsequently a brief opportunity to consider
the Christian faith as one of the three Abrahamic faiths: Islam, Christianity and Judaism. All three faiths believe that God made a covenant
with Abraham to keep the faith in the One God and to worship only
Him.
When we consider Judaism and Islam we know that such faiths are
strictly monotheistic and that their objection to the Christian faith is the
idea of the God of the Nicene Creed, the Trinitarian God, the three in
one and the one in three. Father, Son and Holy Ghost. In fact, before
Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire the doctrine of the Trinity as such did not exist. When we read the Bible we can
see for example, that the Spirit of God moved on the face of the water
(Genesis 1) or that God poured out his Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2)
Then we have Jesus’ question as recorded in the Gospel of Mark,
(10:18) “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is
good—except God alone.” But in the Gospel of John (1.1) Jesus is described as the Word: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.” It all seems to be very confusing but it does help if we remember that we are not reading a scientific
text book but rather that we are reading scripture. Scripture, amongst
other things is religious poetry, designed to move our hearts, to raise
our thoughts to the spiritual realm and to show us the deepest truth that
God is love. We do need to remember that.
All good wishes,
Bob.

WARDEN’S NOTES
These days it is very difficult to guess where the next stupid idea
is coming from, they seem to come so thick and fast.
The latest thing seems to be on line petitions where you can
“sign” a petition by just clicking a mouse. There are money making “charities” behind these petitions who seek to make money
from people’s fears and insecurities at the same time as promoting the political agenda of the company involved. Very often people sign based on the petition headline only without knowing the
background to the case. This does nothing more than provide a
skewed result which in most cases cannot be trusted.
Society also seems to be in “protest mode” now. Rent-a-crowd
seems to turn up anywhere and everywhere at the drop of a hat
to protest about something or other. Apparently, a massive protest took place in London last night to complain about the state
visit of President Trump. There were 2,000 people at this protest;
I have seen more people at Stalybridge Celtic so I can assure
you that 2,000 cannot be called a massive protest! It really is crazy, we kept Abu Hamza here for years and he wanted to kill us
all, yet we don’t want Trump to come for a week. Where were the
protesters to get rid of Abu Hamza?
But that is what is happening to society, we are becoming a
group of individuals who all think we know the answers. To put it
simply we are not working as a team any more, we tend to listen
to individuals and ignore the bigger picture. Too many people
with money and access to TV and radio, like Tony Blair, seem to
think it is OK to talk down to us and tell us we are mistaken simply because we do not agree with him.
For any organisation to succeed teamwork is vital. Individuality
leads to breakdown.
Ken

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 13th MAY 2017
The syllabus and all other details are available. Please note because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the timings for some of
the events may change. Please read the syllabus carefully. The
Stalybridge entries will be received after the morning service on 2nd
April.

BUILDING WORK
Following the repointing of the front of church, the committee has
decided that the rest of the building should also be repointed. This
will be carried out in the next few weeks. At the same time the
builder will be carrying out checks on the flat roof over the vestry as
well as repairing some defective guttering.

£1 A MONTH CLUB
At the time of writing no one has come forward to take over the £1
a month club from Beryl Bradbury. It is important that we try to continue with vital fund raising like this and we would be grateful if
someone would consider taking on this job.

Beryl Bradbury and Margaret Hallsworth being presented with
flowers from the Church Warden Ken Howard to celebrate their retirement from managing the £1 a Month Club and Flower Secretary

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
February just seems to fly past, doesn’t it. I can’t believe we’re already
thinking of March and spring time.
The first event will be in March, on Friday 3rd when we shall be showing the original film ‘The Jungle Book’ starting at 7pm. Light refreshments will be served and as the last film night, the prices shall be £4
for adults and £1 for children. Please come along for a night at the
movies!
On Friday 17th March, we shall be holding a St Patrick’s Night. We
shall be serving Irish stew and an Irish pudding. Please enter your
names on the notice on the board, so we have an idea of how many
we are catering for. We are also trying to sort out a music quiz, so it
should be a good night. The price will be £6 per adult.
We will also be thinking about St George on Sunday 23rd April, when
we shall have a picnic (probably indoors) followed by a treasure hunt.
Please enter your names if you wish to attend and don’t forget the
treasure hunt will definitely be outdoors, so please wear appropriate
footwear and suitable coats if the weather isn’t very good. The cost of
this event will be £5 for adults and £2 for children.
Bill has provisionally booked tables at Compos Chippy in Holmfirth for
the evening of Friday 7th July. A notice will go up for this in due
course, so we can arrange lifts etc.
The week after that, we shall be holding a summer cream tea at our
house at 75 Hutton Avenue in Ashton on Saturday 15th July. Let’s just
hope we have decent weather for it. I think we’ve been fairly wet over
the last couple of years.
As we are in March shortly, don’t forget we’ll soon be giving serious
thought to our Summer Fair this year which will be held on Saturday
24th June starting at 2pm.
Please enter this date into your diary as well as for the Christmas Fair
which will be held on Saturday 25th November. We need all the help
we can get so don’t get booked up for anything else on these important
dates.

Just a couple of other dates to think about. We shall be holding another Talent Night on Friday 29 September and a games night on Friday 10th October starting at 7pm. Further details will be given in a
few months’ time.
Our next meeting will be held on Monday 13th March at 7.15pm in the
committee room, so please come along if you think you could help
out, especially with new ideas for fund raising.
All the best, Sue Howard

Congratulations to Barry and Sue on their wedding, seen here
celebrating with the church congregation with a specially made
wedding cake

DEREK WORTHINGTON
We are sorry to report that Derek Worthington passed away on 23rd
February. Derek was a member of Stalybridge Unitarian Church
even though he lived in Bury and attended church there. The
Worthington family have a long history of connections to Stalybridge.
We would like to offer our condolences to Freda and all the family.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2017
Friday 3rd March
Sunday 5th March
Sunday 12th March

7pm
Film Night “Jungle Book”
12.45pm Christening
2pm
ECU Songs of Praise at Old Chapel
Dukinfield
th
Friday 17 March
7.30 pm St Patrick’s Day Celebration and
Quiz Night
th
Sunday 19 March
12.45
Christening
th
Sunday 26 March
11 am
Mothering Sunday Service
nd
Sunday 2 April
12.15pm Stalybridge Arts & Crafts entries
received
th
Friday 7 April
7pm
All schools bring A & C entries to
Stalybridge
th
Sunday 9 April
12noon Communion after morning service
th
Sunday 16 April
11am
Easter Day service
rd
Sunday 23 April
12.15pm St George’s Day Picnic and
Treasure Hunt
th
Saturday 13 May
Arts & Crafts Exhibition at Old
Chapel Dukinfield
th
Wednesday 17 May
7.30pm ECU AGM at Stalybridge
st
Sunday 21 May
12.15pm Stalybridge Unitarian Church AGM
th
Sunday 4 June
2pm Whit Sunday Service with Denton Brass
th
Saturday 24 June
2 to 4pm Summer Fair
nd
Sunday 2 July
11am
155th Anniversary Service and
UYPG Presentation
Friday 7th July
6.15pm Trip to Compo’s Chippy
Saturday 22nd July
1pm
Wedding
th
Saturday 29 July
1pm
Wedding
th
Saturday 26 August
2.30pm Wedding
st
Sunday 1 October
11am
Harvest Service
th
Friday 13 October
7.30pm Games Night
th
Sunday 12 November
11am
Remembrance Sunday Service
th
Saturday 25 November 11am to 2pm Christmas Fair
Sunday 24th December
4pm
Family Carol Service

FLOWERS FOR MARCH
5th
12th
19th
26th

The family of Alice Kathleen Frost
Mr & Mrs G. Spiby IMO The Schofield Family
Mrs Janet Pearson IMO Mary Dagnah
Mrs Jean Thomas IMO Mr James Scullion

STEWARDS FOR MARCH
5th
12th
19th
26th
2nd

March
March
March
March
April

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
5th
12th
19th
26th

March
March
March
March

Sortie
Lobe Den Herren
Mohrentanz
Prelude

A. Guilmant
M. Reger
Arr. N. Rawsthorne
C. V. Stanford

