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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
I’ve got my fingers crossed that we might just be over the
worst of the weather for this winter. The dark nights are beginning to get shorter as the days become longer, and recently the
daytime temperature is slowly beginning to creep up a little.
Recently, Sue and I took our granddaughter April to Dunham
Massey to walk around the Winter Garden. It was magical with
a dense carpet of snowdrops everywhere. The bushes and trees
were also starting to come into bud, and it made you think that
Spring may be just around the corner.
Talking of things that are just around the corner, I hope that
you are all busy working on your entries for the Arts and
Crafts. This is the first time that I will be entering, and I have
already started on constructing a Meccano model. This really
takes me back to when I was a young boy, as Meccano was one
of my favourite toys. Happy memories.
However, it is also likely that Sue and I will be eating lots of
“Ultimate Quiche Lorraine” in the forthcoming weeks, as I keep
on practicing my entry for the baking competition.
Let’s all make an even bigger effort than usual this year. I hope
that we can all enter at least one category, which will give us a
much better chance of winning. Go on, give it a go. I’ve had so
much fun so far!
Discussions have been held with Jennifer and Clare about how
we can involve the children more in our Sunday Services. We
are proposing to have a monthly Family Service, starting after
the Arts and Crafts. At these Services, the children will stay in
for the whole Service, and will participate in a number of ways,
including telling us all what they have been doing in Sunday
School. With our new microphones we will all be able to clearly
hear the children.
If Sue and I can help any of you in any way, or if you simply
want a chat, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
God bless you all. Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

One of the most important things in life is realising that there is
very little that we can do alone. We can maybe sit down to read a
book alone, but we couldn’t even do that if a whole group of people had not bothered to write, publish and market it. In sport the
essence of teamwork will not necessarily guarantee success, but
a lack of teamwork will very likely result in failure. In a factory or
an office, it is vital that everyone takes responsibility for their own
part of the process. We all know how important it is for families to
stick together and help each other when we can.
Loneliness is becoming a big problem in our society and it certainly effects people badly. Even some members of our own congregation are suffering from loneliness. Len and Sue are trying to prioritise these people in most need of help and encouragement, but
we cannot expect them to do it all alone. The work of a church
congregation relies on teamwork to ensure that everyone in every
age group is treated with dignity and kindness. If we see anyone
having problems, it is our Christian duty to try to help them. Even
the smallest thing like a cheery smile and a few words can go a
long way.
We must continue to support each other as much as possible.
Ken Howard

ARTS AND CRAFTS
Two preparation events will be held to finalise entries. Sunday 3rd
March after the morning service and Friday 8th March at 7pm.
All Stalybridge entries MUST be brought to church on Sunday 31st
March. Please try to enter as many exhibits as possible. The Exhibition will be held at Old Chapel Dukinfield on Saturday 11th May.

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS
Janet Ford is back at home and hopes to be able to join us soon.
Margaret Hallsworth’s operation has been delayed.
Chris Hallsworth is still recovering from his serious operation.
Edith Howard remains in Holme Lea where she is as well as can
be expected.
Hilda Brierley is at home recovering following an operation on her
leg, she hopes to be back with us soon.
It was good to see Margaret Andrews and Malcolm Billings at
church when they visited us from Sussex.
Colin Horsfield’s ashes will be scattered following a service in The
Old Chapel, Great Hucklow on 5th May. (Exact time not yet confirmed). We are all invited to attend.
If anyone hears of anybody in need of a pastoral visit, please contact Len and Sue Elias or Ken.
We wish all our members well.

UNITARIAN YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUP/SUNDAY SCHOOL
The committee realises that the future of the congregation relies
very much on our ability to encourage our young people. A meeting has taken place and it has been agreed that we will do all possible to ensure our young people feel a part of our congregation as
a whole and not as a separate entity. We will shortly be organising
a Family Service once a month where the young people will take a
more active part in our worship, at the same time the adults will
have the opportunity to see the work that they do during their
UYPG activities. We have already installed three new microphones
at the front of church to allow the children to lead prayers etc. in a
position where they can be properly seen and heard. We are also
planning to make the upstairs room more comfortable and user
friendly by re carpeting/flooring the area.

We are very fortunate to have so many young people as members of our congregation and we must do all we can to support
and encourage them.

STALYBRIDGE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
This will be held at our church on Friday 1st March at 2pm. This
year the service has been designed by the women of Slovenia.
This service will be attended by members of other Stalybridge
churches. It would be nice if people could attend this service to
support our ladies who are taking an active part.

WELCOME SERVICE FOR MR LEN ELIAS
The official welcome service for Mr Len Elias will be held on Sunday 24th March at 11am. We hope that this date will avoid any
wintry weather! This will be a very special service and we urge as
many people as possible to attend. It will take the form of a family
service so that the children will be able to take an active part.
Following the service there will be a substantial English/Chinese
buffet at the Phoenix City Chinese Restaurant on Castle Street
Stalybridge at 1.15pm. The whole congregation is invited to this.
The committee has generously agreed that the buffet will be paid
for by the church (excluding drinks from the bar).
PLEASE, PLEASE try to attend this service and the buffet. It
should be an enjoyable act of worship and an excellent chance to
get together socially.
It is vital that you put your names on the list to ensure that we
can arrange reasonably accurate catering!

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIANS HAVE TALENT
Irvin Lewis has kindly agreed to compere a Talent Night for us on
Friday 15th March at 7pm. This is a chance for the extroverts
among us to show what we can do. We need both children and
adults to take part. Please check the notice board for details.
THIS SHOULD BE A GREAT NIGHT OF HOMEGROWN ENTERTAINMENT.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
I hope you all enjoyed our recent soup and sweet lunch. Thanks once
again to Margaret for making all the soup and the pudding makers
(Wendy, the other Margaret and myself). It does give people the
chance to sit and chat for a bit longer than just over the usual tea or
coffee.
As mentioned last month, the Arts and Crafts Exhibition is looming, so
on the afternoon of 3rd March, we will be holding an Arts and Crafts
preparation period. We will provide a picnic for those staying after the
service and then get down to advising and supporting any entrants
who need help with ideas. A plentiful supply of paper, glue, paints
etc. will be made available. For the purpose of the picnic, please put
your names on the list if you will be staying at church for this event.
The week after this, on Friday 8th, we shall be holding a craft evening
for anyone wishing to share their talents and for those wishing to learn
a craft. This will start at 7.30pm and tea and biscuits will be provided.
The price will be £3 for the evening. It will be similar to the one we
held before Christmas which seemed to be enjoyed by all who took
part.
On the 15th March (a Friday) we are holding a ‘Unitarians Have Talent
Show’. This will give everyone the opportunity, both young and older,
to entertain us. It could be anything – singing, playing an instrument,
poetry reciting or in fact anything that you think an audience might enjoy. We shall be starting at 7pm and pancakes shall be served.
Please put your names on the list indicating what act you will be performing and on the second list if you will be wanting to eat. Normal
prices of £6/£3 will apply. It could prove to be a practice for some of
you for your Arts and Crafts entry!
Similar to what we have held in the past, we shall be holding a Bring
and Buy coffee morning on Monday 1st April starting at 10.30am. If
you need a lift, please enter your name on the appropriate list and we
will make sure you get there and back home again.
As last year, Jennifer will be organising a Good Friday sponsored
walk which this year falls on Friday 19th April. Look out for sponsorship forms and further details nearer the time.

After the AGM on 19th May, we shall again be holding a soup and
sweet lunch, so please look out for this notice as well to put your
name up.
Looking forward to the summer, we shall be going to the Roebuck for
a savoury afternoon tea on 21st June. We went there last year and it
was a fantastic day, so we all enjoyed our hampers sitting out in the
garden. A notice will be going up for this soon. While we’re talking
about summer, we shall be holding our normal summer cream tea at
our house (75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton) on Saturday 27th July, so
please make a note in your diaries and hope for better weather than
last year.
The Summer Fair this year will be held on Saturday 15th June and
the Christmas Fair on 23rd November. Please also put these dates
in your diary to make sure you keep the date free for these important
fund raising events.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at all or any
of the above events.
Sue Howard

Members of the congregation and UYPG enjoying the soup
and sweet lunch after the Sunday service on 17th February

FLOWERS FOR MARCH
3rd Mrs Nora Caton
10th Mr & Mrs G. Spiby

IMO Mr Eric Caton
IMO The Schofield Family

17th Mrs Janet Pearson

IMO Mary Dagnah

24th Mrs Jean Thomas

IMO Mr James Scullion

31st Mrs Shirley Howarth

IMO Mr & Mrs George Roberts

STEWARDS FOR MARCH
3rd March
10th March

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

17th March

Bill Atkin

24th March

Jennifer Price

31st March
7th April

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
3rd

March
Handel
March

Musette in G
Invocation in F

F.A. Keene

th

March

Air

W. Felton

th

March

Meditation in F

H. Blair

st

March

Fugue in E Flat

J. Goss

10th
17

24
31

