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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
I was reading the other day about a place in the middle of the
island of Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon) where ancient palaces and
temples were discovered a few years ago. They had been built
about two thousand years ago and belonged to a Ceylonese empire which some historians think was as great as the empires of
Greece and Rome. Yet until a few years ago very few people
even knew that this society had ever existed. The jungle had
overgrown all the remains of what had once been bustling towns
and they were forgotten.
Some historians think that a disease such as cholera killed most
of the inhabitants and the others scattered to other settlements.
Others think that they were invaded by enemies who took the
people off into slavery. Some however think that there is a simpler reason. Some think that the people simply became complacent and they failed to notice the ever encroaching jungle and
inevitably, the day came when it had been allowed to go too far
and the jungle had taken over.
It is a salutary tale. Those with gardens know just how quickly
they can get out of control and in these difficult days for local authorities we can see how quickly the areas where we live can
start to look untidy and uncared for. The same goes for many
other situations in life. It is only by constant vigilance that things
are kept in good order and that can apply to our personal and
spiritual lives, our communities, our country or to a fellowship like
our church. We must never take things for granted.
Our Annual General Meeting this month is an opportunity for us
all to recognise the hard work that goes into keeping our church
open and the contribution of those whose vigilance has helped
us to be in the relatively strong position which we are in today

compared to many other Unitarian congregations. It is also an opportunity for us all to renew our commitment and determination to remain
vigilant and to ensure that our church is here and our fellowship is active for many years yet to come.
Every blessing,
Andrew

WARDEN’S NOTES
Ten members of the congregation recently visited the new Ashton Central Mosque and it was a privilege to enter this magnificent and beautiful place of worship. We were greeted by the Imam and members of
the committee and we were treated to a talk about the important Islamic beliefs.
It is so sad that in some circles Islam is being misunderstood because
of the radical and violent action of a small minority. Islam is truly one of
the world’s great religions and does not deserve this.
Our visit showed Islam in its true light as a very gentle and compassionate religion. Many people were sorry that they could not attend but
we have been invited back; if anyone is interested please let me know.
Above all it proved to me once again (as I think to others in our party)
that, as I was taught by Rev Charles Bartlett, it is possible and indeed
desirable that people from differing religions tolerate and try to understand the views and customs of others.
Ken

WHIT SUNDAY 19th MAY
Your committee has decided that we will not take part in the Stalybridge Procession of Christian Witness as the joint service is being held
indoors; we feel that this is an unnecessary break with tradition as it
does not give non-churchgoers an opportunity to attend.
We will be having an outdoor service ourselves starting at 2pm (we
suggest you arrive at church at 1.30 to avoid the traffic hold ups caused
by other churches processions). THERE WILL BE NO MORNING
SERVICE.

We will be accompanied by Denton Brass and inside your Chalice and
on the table in the porch you will find an envelope to donate towards
the cost of the band (total cost £300).
Please make every effort to attend this important service. If the weather
is bad we will hold the service in church. WHIT SUNDAY BUNS WILL
BE SERVED AS USUAL.
If any of you feel an urge to walk in a Procession of Witness you will be
made very welcome if you arrive at Old Chapel Dukinfield on Sunday
19th May at 9.30am or at Mossley (Christian) Unitarian Church on Friday 24th May at 9.30am.

EAST CHESHIRE UNION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This will be held at Stalybridge Unitarian Church on Saturday 4th May at
2.30pm. Anyone can attend but if you want to go on the canal boat trip
you must put your name on the list.

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This will be held after morning service on Sunday 12th May. PLEASE
TRY TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING.

ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION
This will be held at Old Chapel Dukinfield on Saturday 11th May at 1pm.
Even if you have not entered please visit Old Chapel to support our
competitors.

STEWARDS
We need volunteers to act as Stewards at Sunday morning church services. If you feel you can perform this vital job please contact Ken.

SUMMER FAYRE Saturday 8th June
Please make a note in your diary about this important fund raising
event. It is vital that this is well attended.

GOOD AS NEW STALL
This is now up and running and there is some good quality stuff on the
table. Please have a good look at it and take the opportunity to buy before it is sold on EBay.

OVERHEARD
While we were all eating the wonderful buffet after Andrew's 10th Anniversary Service at Dob Lane. ALFIE PRICE " Granddad, why don't
we have all this food at our church”?

THOSE WONDERFUL CHURCH BULLETINS!
You may spot the occasional error the Chalice, but hopefully they don’t
compare to these examples that actually appeared in church bulletins
or were announced in church services:
“Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands”.
“At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?'
Come early and listen to our choir practice”.
“The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment
and gracious hostility”.
“St John’s School will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the
Church hall Friday at 7pm .. The congregation is invited to attend this
tragedy”.
“Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First Presbyterian Church.
Please use large double door at the side entrance”.
And finally:
“This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the park across
from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin”.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Here we are again with Easter behind us and still awaiting Springtime!
Although we were taking in Arts and Crafts entries on Easter Sunday,
we still managed to make time for our Easter Egg Hunt for the children
which I think went down well!
For those of you who couldn’t make it, we had a very good afternoon at
Ashton Central Mosque. We were privileged to have the Imam heading
our visit. We couldn’t have been made more welcome and we learned a
lot from our visit. We were treated to delicious refreshments after our
tour round and were told we would be more than welcome to come
again if we wished to. I believe there are a few people who missed out
and wished to go, so look out on the board for another visit being arranged.
By the time you read this, we would have had our Games Night, so hope
you all enjoyed it together with the potato pie supper.
Our next coffee morning will be held on Thursday 25th April and then after that it will be on 30th May from 10.00 to 12.00.
We are planning on holding a street party on the May Bank Holiday, that
is Monday 27th May starting at 4 pm. This is being held to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the Queen’s coronation. Although it is a street party,
we will be holding it inside (just in case we get rained off) and long tables will be set out in church as if in the street. We hope to serve food
as it was in the 1950’s and a list will be put on the board with some suggestions and we are hoping everyone will join in a make something to
bring along. You will be reimbursed for what you make as we will be
charging people to come in, it will be £5 for adults and £2 for children.
Please write your name on the list if you would like to make anything or
add items of your own if you think they are appropriate. We would also
like people to dress in the fashions of the era and hopefully games and
music played that we hope will bring back good memories for some of
you. We obviously need to know how many people are coming, so
please bring along your friends and neighbours to join in and enter the
names on the list, so we have an idea of how many we are catering for.
Children will be most welcome as well, so please all come along!

Soon after that, we shall be holding our Summer Fayre on Saturday 8th
June starting at 2 pm. Please put the dates in your diary and try and
bring along as many friends as possible. To make things a little easier
for those running stalls, we are asking for prizes from anyone who can
donate anything suitable, whether it be prizes for the children or tombola prizes or even raffle prizes, we would appreciate it. There are
several boxes in the committee room where you can put your donation
in if you feel you could help. Thanks. As well as the usual stalls, we
hope to run a children’s Make and Take upstairs which seemed to go
down very well at Christmas.
Emma and Nicola want to organise a ‘New to You’ scheme, whereby
anyone who has any nearly new decent item which they no longer use
can bring it along to church and let anyone there purchase it with all
proceeds going to church. If it is not sold within a few weeks, then
Emma and Nicola will try and sell it on EBay.
Just a little reminder, so you can start thinking about it, our Christmas
Fair will be held on 30th November starting at 11 am.

‘Play Your Cards Right’ at the games night

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The meeting this month will be on Wednesday May 1st at 3pm.
tea will be provided by Rev. Andrew Parker and his mother, Mrs
Minnie Parker.

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
5th May
12th May
19th May
26th May

Emma & Nicola Skeldon IMO Mrs Dorothy Skeldon
Pat & Peter Billingsley
IMO Mr & Mrs Tom Stokes
Whit Sunday
No morning service
Alison Lambe & Victoria Firmstone IMO Joyce Clayton

COFFEE MORNING
Coffee morning will be held on Thursday 30h May at Church from 10
am to 12 noon. Everybody is welcome, including children, so please
call in and bring your friends and neighbours with you.

STEWARDS APRIL/MAY
5th May
12th May
19th May
26th May
2nd May

Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
5th May
12th May
19th May
26th May

5th Andante Tranquillo
12th Aria
Whit Sunday
Minuet

G. Murry
R. Lloyd
No morning service
G. Bohm

