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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
I am pleased to have this opportunity to thank you for the very special occasion which was my final service as your minister on 19th
April. It was wonderful to preach that morning to a congregation of
vastly varying ages from a few months old to over 90 years! A true
church family. Thank you for lovely gift from the church and for all
your cards and the cards and pictures made by the children.
Ken mentioned something that the Rev Dr Frank Schulman said in
his Charge to the Minister at my Induction Service on 7th March
1998. They were words which made a great impression on me and
which I have always tried to live up to. This is what Dr Schulman
said:
"I pray that under your guidance this church may continue as a
place of honest and devout inquiry; that this society may send forth
an energy that will bring heaven and earth a little closer. Be patient
Andrew. It took Edward Gibbon 20 years to write 'The Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire,' and it will take you at least as long to
usher in the kingdom of God. Probably it won't happen at all in your
ministry but work so that you nudge forward the kingdom of God by
even so much as a hair's breadth. May this religious society under
your leadership inspire people to greater deeds and purer love. Let
it embrace all who would come to it to worship in spirit and in truth."
I hope that over the last seventeen years we have, together, managed a least a couple of hairs' breadths!
Every blessing,
Andrew

OBITUARY
We are sorry to inform the congregation that Mrs Mary Swift passed away
recently. Her funeral will take place on Monday 27th April at 10:30am at
Dukinfield Crematorium.
We offer our condolences to all the family.

WARDEN’S NOTES
I am writing this shortly after Andrew conducted his last official service as our
Minister. It really was a sad day but we cannot let that effect our future. We
have to accept Andrew’s decision and wish him well. And then, like it or lump
it, we have to move on.
Your committee is trying to secure the services of a new Minister but we have
to realise this could take time. If anyone has the desire to conduct a service
please contact me, we need all the help we can get!!
As we hold our AGM in May we have to ensure we stay together and keep
singing from the same hymn sheet. This congregation has a long and illustrious history, it is up to all of us to make sure our future is just as successful.
Ken

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 9th MAY 2015
Due to the roof problems at Old Chapel the timings have been changed considerably so please take note of the following:
Day entries (cookery, flowers arranging, collector’s corner etc). These can be
taken to Old Chapel from 9.30 to 11am. If your article is not in place before
11am it will be disqualified.
The envisaged (but subject to change) timings are as follows:
Play Reading

11am

Recitation, Choral Verse, Reading at sight 1pm
Musical Classes

3pm

Following the Arts &Crafts Jennifer and Ian Price are holding a party at their
house (21 Mostyn Street Dukinfield) to which everyone is invited. Let us hope
we have something to celebrate.

WEDDING
Hayley Sheehan will be getting married at Norcliffe Chapel Styal on Saturday
23rd May. Rev Andrew Parker will be conducting the service. We hope all the
family and friends have a very special day.

CHOIR STALLS
A notice and photographs are on display in the porch showing the possibilities if
we should decide to remove all or part of the Choir Stalls. We know this could
be a difficult issue for some people but we feel there are compromises available
to keep everybody happy.
At this stage we want to ask all of you to study the photographs carefully so that
we can discuss this at the AGM.

CHURCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our AGM will take place on Sunday 10th May immediately following the morning
service. The nomination sheet is on the notice board. If you wish to nominate
someone as an officer or member of the committee please ensure you obtain
their permission first.
There is a lot to be discussed. PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND
THIS IMPORTANT MEETING

WHIT SUNDAY

Our Whit Sunday service will be held at 2pm on 24th May and will be conducted
by Rev Bob Pounder. We will of course be accompanied by Denton Brass. Let
us hope the weather is kind and we are able to hold the service outdoors.
Please let’s have a big congregation for this service.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2015
Please make a note of the date of our special services and events for
2015:
Saturday 9th May 11am
Sunday 10th May 12.15pm
Sunday 24th May 2pm

Arts and Crafts Exhibition at Old Chapel
Church Annual General Meeting
Whit Sunday Service (no morning
service)
th
Saturday 27 June 2pm
Summer Fair
Sunday 5th July 11am
53rd Anniversary Service and UYPG
Prize Giving
Sunday 4th October 11am
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Sunday 8th November 11am
Remembrance Sunday Service
Saturday 28th November 11am Christmas Fair
Saturday 12th December 3pm Church Christmas Party
Sunday 20th December 3.30pm Carol Service and Juvenile Membership

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
As I am writing this, it is another beautiful bright and sunny day. I hope it
doesn’t mean we are having all our good weather now and there will be
nothing left for the summer. Anyway, we have to enjoy it whilst we can
and make hay whilst the sun shines as they say. I hope you have all managed to fill in your ‘count your blessings’ sponsor form. When you have
completed it at the end of the month, please give it to me or any other
committee member and I will let you know how we have got on next
month.
In May, on Saturday 16th, we shall be holding another coffee morning with
a bring and buy stall. It will run from 10.30 until 12.30 with the usual refreshments available. Please come along bringing your friends and neighbours with you.
Looking a bit further forward, there will be a Treasure Hunt (following a picnic lunch in church) on Sunday 14th June. There will be a notice up for this
as well soon, so please look out for that and put your name on the list if
you are coming. Let’s just hope the weather will be kind to us.
Our summer fair this year will be held on Saturday 27th June from 2 till
4pm. An important date for you to write down!
We shall be holding another soup and sweet lunch after the morning service on 5th July. Please look out for the notice and put your name down if
you wish to attend.
The Saturday after that, we shall be holding the summer cream tea held at
our house, 75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton, on Saturday 11th July. Once again,
we’ll hope for decent weather – last year was fairly disastrous, weather
wise, if I remember rightly, but it would be great to see you whatever the
weather!
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 8th June at 7.15pm.
We are not holding a meeting in May as it is our AGM and a few other
events like Arts and Crafts etc, so will hopefully start again in June with a
few new members of our committee. Don’t forget, anyone is welcome to
come to our fund raising meetings and we would very much like to see
some new faces with some new ideas, so don’t be shy, just turn up.
See you next month!
Sue Howard

REV ANDREW PARKER’S LAST OFFICIAL SERVICE

Rev Andrew Parker and Warden Ken Howard

Members of the congregation with Rev Andrew Parker

ARTS AND CRAFTS AFTER PARTY, SATURDAY 9th May
Jennifer, Ian, Alfie and Benjamin Price would love to invite the whole
congregation, especially those involved in the Arts and Crafts competition, to an after competition party.
Whether we will be celebrating or commiserating doesn't matter. It is
a great opportunity for us all to get together, have a bite to eat and a
few drinks after a few months of hard work and the days excitement
over with. Everyone is very welcome at 21 Mostyn Street, Dukinfield
after the results on they day!!

THE TRIPLE-FILTER TEST
In ancient Greece, Socrates was reputed to hold knowledge in high esteem. One day an acquaintance met the great philosopher and said, "Do
you know what I just heard about your friend?"
"Hold on a minute," Socrates replied. "Before you talk to me about my
friend, it might be good idea to take a moment and filter what you’re going
to say. That’s why I call it the triple filter test. The first filter is Truth. Have
you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?"
"Well, no," the man said, "actually I just heard about it and…"
"All right," said Socrates. "So you don’t really know if it’s true or not. Now,
let’s try the second filter, the filter of Goodness. Is what you are about to tell
me about my friend something good?"
"Umm, no, on the contrary…"
"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about my
friend, but you’re not certain it’s true. You may still pass the test though,
because there’s one filter left—the filter of Usefulness. Is what you want to
tell me about my friend going to be useful to me?"
"No, not really."
"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither true, nor
good, nor even useful, why tell it to me at all?"

£1 A MONTH CLUB
Thank you for your continued support for the £1 a month club.
Please contact Beryl Bradbury to continue your membership. New
members are very welcome.

LADIES CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY
The May Meeting of the Society will be on Wednesday 6th at 3pm.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR MAY
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Emma Skeldon & Nicola Tann IMO Mrs Dorothy Skeldon
Mr & Mrs P. Billingsley
IMO Mr & Mrs Tom Stokes
Mr Derek Clayton
IMO Mrs Emily Clayton
WHIT SUNDAY
Mrs Alison Lambe & Mrs Victoria Firmstone IMO Mrs Joyce Clayton

STEWARDS FOR MAY
3rd May
10th May
17th May
24th May
31st May
7th June

Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
3rd May
10h May
17th May
24nd May
31st May

Allegro
Toccation
Prelude in C
Whit Sunday
Festal Music

Scherzoso
C. Tambling
J. S. Bach
E. Gigout

