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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
I think a true worshipping community could be summed up in the words of the
Quaker, Isaac Pennington:
Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness; and bearing one with another, and
forgiving one another, and not laying accusations one against another; but praying one for another, and helping one another up with a tender hand. (Quaker
faith & practice)
These words of Isaac Penington are an expression of the true Church. In the
Gospel of John we receive Christ’s last commandment to his disciples:
I give you a new commandment: love one another; as I have loved you, so you
are to love one another. If there is this love among you, then all will know that
you are my disciples.
We all want the churches to be full, we want our own Unitarian congregations to
grow and we often wonder why they don’t, we wonder why some churches have
huge congregations whilst many of ours struggle to survive. We want to see our
church congregation reach a ‘critical mass’ so much so that the church is packed
each Sunday and that there are capable, enthusiastic and energetic people going out into the locality to proclaim our church and to serve the community. We
might look wishfully at some of the modern evangelical churches, those full of
young people served by praise bands and ‘hands in the air worship’. The problem is that we don’t have the theology to embrace the abandonment of common
sense that much of this worship requires because our tradition demands not only
an emphasis on rationality but also an emphasis on spiritual truth as metaphor
rather than uncritical acceptance of scripture as some kind of literal, historical,
truth.
In the Gospel of Matthew, we are given an exposition of the demands of the
Christian life by Jesus of Nazareth in his Sermon on the Mount. Here, are given
no complex creeds but we are offered a life changing, radical manifesto and the
person who makes this manifesto into a personal code for living as Jesus says,
‘will be like the wise man who built his house upon a rock’ (7:24). I would say
that the rock of our faith is love and in the First Letter of John we are told that s/
he who loves God must also love brother and sister (4:21) .
I would therefore say it is better to be few with much love than to be many with
less.
My best wishes as always,
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
It seems to me that here in the UK we have moved from being a
well-mannered civilised society to a decadent poorly behaved
one in a relatively short space of time. Crime is once again on the
increase. Don’t believe people who tell your crime is going down,
it’s just that many criminals are being given out of court settlements.
Behaviour in public is also out of control, anti-social behaviour is
a blight on our towns. Vile language can be heard just about anywhere, even outside primary schools by parents picking up their
children.
We have unfortunately become an “every man for himself” society where anything goes for some people and the silent well behaved majority is ignored.
Our society is being driven by politicians favouring the rights of
multiple minority groups and pandering to perceived Human
Rights. “It is my Human Right to take my child out of school
whenever I feel like it”, “It is my Human Right not to use my seatbelt and to use my mobile phone when driving”, “It is my Human
Right to abuse hospital staff in the A&E department”. These three
attitudes (any many others like them) show a lack of care for other people and for society in general. They also show a complete
lack of interest in the Human Rights of school teachers, doctors,
nurses and other drivers!!
Something must be done to halt this decline. If this is allowed to
continue then one day we will all wake up and find out that “the
idiots have indeed taken over the asylum”. And then it will be too
late! An occasional visit to a church would do everybody the
world of good!!!!!!
Ken Howard

GREATER MANCHESTER MAYORAL ELECTION
Please note that the church will be used as a Polling Station on
4th May 2017.

ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION 2017
The Exhibition will take place at Dukinfield Old Chapel on 13th
May 2017. Please ensure your articles are delivered on the day to
Old Chapel by 11am at the latest. Late entries will be disqualified.
Following the exhibition, you are welcome to the home of Jennifer
and Ian Price at 21 Mostyn Street Dukinfield SK15 5JS for food
and a few drinks. We will either celebrate or drown our sorrows!

£1 A MONTH CLUB
We are grateful to Margaret Hallsworth for taking over this vital
fund raiser. Please help to keep this going by persuading people
to take part.

THE MINISTER
Rev Bob Pounder is obviously suffering quite badly. It seems that
he needs two hip replacements, the damage to his hips has, in
turn, damaged his back. Bob is on “the list” and is awaiting a date
for an operation but of course we don’t know when this will be. I
am sure we all understand Bob’s situation and we all hope that
things move forward for him sooner rather than later.

EAST CHESHIRE UNION OF UNITARIAN AND FREE
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
The ECU AGM will be held at Stalybridge Unitarian Church on
Wednesday 17th May.
7pm
Devotions led by Rev Bob Pounder
7.30pm AGM followed by refreshments.
During this event Rev Bob Pounder will be installed as ECU President.
All are welcome.

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will be held on Sunday 21st May after the morning service. A nomination sheet will shortly be available on the notice
board.
Please make an effort to attend this important meeting.

MAINTENANCE OF THE BUILDING
The repointing of the building has now been completed and I am
sure you will all agree that this is a significant improvement.
Electrical work is going on in church with the replacement of distribution boards, new sockets and other work. We are grateful to
Jeff Sheehan for supervising this project.
We will shortly be upgrading and improving our audio/video
equipment, and installing new carpets in the foyer and committee room.
All this work is necessary but it obviously needs to be paid for.
We would ask everybody to support our fund-raising events as
much as possible.

WHIT SUNDAY 4th JUNE
Our service on Whit Sunday will be on 4th June at 2pm, once
again we will be accompanied by our good friends, Denton
Brass. If the weather is very good we will be outside, if it is cold
like last year we will hold the service in church.
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO MORNING SERVICE ON
WHIT SUNDAY.
Please try to attend this traditional service which is so important
to the formation of the Christian church.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well, here we are at last in Spring – you wouldn’t know it every day,
but it is lovely to see all the blossom and smell new-cut grass!
We had a good turn out for our coffee morning and bring and buy
sale on Monday 3rd April. We made almost £70, so it was well
worthwhile. We have therefore decided to do it again on Monday
31st July at church starting at 10.30am. Please come along and
bring your friends and neighbours for a drink and a piece of cake
and a good natter and you may even find something of interest on
the bring and buy table.
On Friday 19th May, we are fortunate enough to have Denton Brass
coming to play for us. It should be a good night, starting at 7.30pm
and later in the evening, we shall be having a potato pie supper.
The cost will be £6 per person, so once again we need your names
on the notice to make sure we have enough potato pie!
On Sunday 21st May, the day of the AGM, there will be a bake stall
held after the service before the AGM starts. Any contributions will
be gratefully received and customers willing to purchase some
home-baked items will be even more welcome.
Looking a bit further forward into June, on the 11th, we hope to be
making a visit to the Ashton Mosque in the afternoon. We shall be
holding a soup and sweet lunch before this directly after the morning service so please look out for the notice and put your name up if
you wish to have lunch. We will have the lunch even if we don’t
manage to arrange the visit to the Mosque.
Later on in June on the 16th, we shall be holding a board games
night, starting at 7.30pm. If you fancy a game of Monopoly or even
Snakes and Ladders, please come along for a fun night out. All ages are very welcome. A list will go up within a few weeks, so we
can provide refreshments for the right number of people, so please
look out for it and put your name up if you intend to come along.
Friends and neighbours will be very welcome.

Also in June, of course, will be the Summer Fair to be held on Saturday 24th starting at 2pm until 4pm. Please put the date in your
diaries and pass the word around to your friends, so we get a good
turnout. We will have the usual stalls, home-bake, home-made
crafts and gifts, tombola, raffle, children’s games, new2you, plants
and more. Cream teas will also be served. A DATE NOT TO BE
MISSED!!
As well as the coffee morning in July, we have provisionally
booked to go to Compos Chippy in Holmfirth on 7th leaving church
at 6.30pm, and we (that is Sue and Ken) will be holding a cream
tea at their house on Saturday 15th starting at 2pm. There will be a
bring and buy table at that as well, so let’s just hope for good
weather.
Once again, we are appealing to ‘new’ people to come along to
our fund raising meetings, so we can perhaps get some new ideas. No date has been set for this meeting yet, but it will be sometime in June and will be decided at the AGM. We must do our best
to continue to try and raise funds! YOUR HELP IS ESSENTIAL!!
Best wishes
Sue Howard

Members of the UYPG preparing to distribute palm crosses to
the congregation during the Palm Sunday Service

FLOWERS FOR MAY
7th

Emma Skeldon & Nicola Tan IMO Mrs Dorothy Skeldon

14th Mr & Mrs P. Billingsley

IMO Mr & Mrs Tom Stokes

21st Mrs Alison Lambe &
Mrs Victoria Firmstone

IMO Mrs Joyce Clayton

28th Mr Derek Clayton

IMO Mrs Emily Clayton

STEWARDS FOR MAY
7th

May

Ken Howard

14th May

Bill Atkin

21st May

Jennifer Price

28th May

Wendy Maher

4th

Ken Howard

June

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th

May

To Thee’ Will I Sing’

S. Karg-Elert

14th May

Andantino in D

I. Laybach

21st May

Prelude

A. Hesse

28th May

Song 22 Theme of O. Gibbons

C.V. Stanford

