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WARDEN’S NOTES

May is a busy month for Stalybridge Unitarian Church. We have
the Arts and Crafts Exhibition on 12th, our Annual General Meeting on 13th and our Whit Sunday Service on 20th.
These are three totally different events, but they have been an
important part of our church and Sunday School life for as long as
I can remember.
Firstly, we have the competitive event, followed by a business
meeting, that in turn is followed a week later by the traditional celebration of Pentecost with a brass band and cakes.
Times like these help us to gauge the strength and commitment
of our congregation. It shows that we are active, vibrant and dynamic.
Let us not miss this opportunity to practice our faith in three very
different ways.
Ken Howard

MINISTER
We have now been included on the Vacant Pulpit List managed
by The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches, we are offering a 50% Stipend and 50% Manse Allowance. To date we have not received any replies and/or applications.
In the meantime, we will ensure that we arrange Lay People to
conduct services every Sunday.

FAVOURITE HYMNS SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 10th June at 11am. If you have
not already done so, please give your hymn selection to Ken
as soon as possible.

WELCOME TO A NEW MEMBER
We would like to offer our congratulations to Emma Skeldon
and Moss Baxendale on the birth of their third daughter (Iris
Vivienne) who was born on 10th April. We are sure that Grace
and Ava will be excellent baby sitters!!! We look forward to
seeing them soon.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We would like them and their families to know that they
are constantly in our thoughts and in our prayers.

ARTS & CRAFTS EXHIBITION
This will take place on Saturday 12th May at Old Chapel
Dukinfield. Please try to visit the exhibition to support all the
people who have entered on our behalf. Let us hope for another successful year. Our own Clare Bullock is NCUSSU
President and will be awarding all the certificates and awards
this year.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This will take place after the morning service on Sunday 13th
May. Please try to attend this important meeting. This will be
followed by a Soup and Sweet Lunch.

EAST CHESHIRE UNION OF UNITARIAN AND FREE
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES SONGS OF PRAISE SERVICE
This was postponed because of the weather. The event has
now been rearranged and will be held at Stalybridge Unitarian
Church on Thursday 21st June at 7pm.

CHURCH REDECORATION
The committee has appointed Batemans Decorators of Bolton
to re-decorate the main worship area of the church. This is obviously an expensive undertaking, but it is vital that we keep
on top of the maintenance and upkeep of the building. The
starting date has not yet been finalised. IT IS IMPORTANT
THAT WE SUPPORT ALL OUR FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES
TO HELP TO PAY FOR THIS WORK.

WHIT SUNDAY 20th MAY 2018
The service will be at 2pm and will be conducted by Ken Howard. We will be accompanied by Denton Brass. You will find a
donation envelope inside your Chalice. We would be grateful
for any help towards the cost of Denton Brass.
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO MORNING SERVICE
ON THIS DAY

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
We have at last had a taste of spring/summer, but sadly not
for long enough! We’ll just have to hope the sun comes out
again soon – it does seem to make people appear more
cheerful.
Our last event in March was the sponsored walk which was
held on Good Friday and we managed to raise £138. Thank
you to everyone who walked and for Jennifer for organising it.
A few of us (the non-walkers) did our bit by meeting the walkers at lunch time in the pub and offering our support there!

Unfortunately our games night, arranged for 20th April, had to
be cancelled due to lack of interest – we only just reached
double figures which was not enough to make it worthwhile –
perhaps we will try and rearrange it for a date later in the year.
As I mentioned last month, the Arts and Crafts takes place on
Saturday 12th May, but unfortunately Jennifer and Ian (and Alfie and Ben) will be unable to hold their usual ‘after show’ party, so we have decided to hold a soup and sweet lunch immediately after the AGM on the Sunday (13th May) with Margaret
making the usual soup and sweet will be what is available from
the cookery entries on the Saturday. There is now a list up for
those wishing to attend so please put your names up and
come along and join the party, whether we are celebrating a
win for Stalybridge, or if not just celebrating the hard work of
all who entered. It will also be a good chance to attend the
AGM which will be held immediately after the service.
Due to the Arts and Crafts on the 12th and Whit Sunday on 20th
May, we have not arranged anything else for May, but have
moved forward to June and July. We usually have a drive out
to Compos Chippy in Holmfirth in the better weather, but were
very disappointed in Compos last year, so have decided to
have a change this year. As a result we have made a booking
to go to the Roebuck Inn in Strinesdale on 22nd June for a savoury afternoon tea. We have received very good reports
about it, so thought we would give it a try. Please put your
names on the list if you wish to come along and if you need a
lift.
CHANGE CHANGE CHANGE
Please note that, due to unforeseen events, we have had to
change the date of our Summer Fair which will now be held on
Saturday 7th July, from 2pm until 4pm. Please check your diaries and enter the new date – we really do need all the support
we can get.

As usual, we need donations of prizes for the tombola, the home
bake and even raffle prizes. There will also be a Good As New
stall, so if you have anything you want to get rid of and it is good
condition, please bring it along and someone else might want it.
On 28th July, we shall be holding our usual summer cream tea at
the home of Sue and Ken at 75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton, so we
look forward to welcoming you all to our house for the bring and
buy and cream tea and just hope for better weather than last
year.
Finally, if you have any ideas and wish to come to our fund raising meeting, the next one will be held on Monday 11th June at
7.15pm at church. You don’t have to be invited – just come
along.
See you all soon,
Sue Howard

Having a deserved rest during the sponsored walk that took
place on Good Friday

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2018
Thursday 3rd May

All Day

Local Council Elections at
Church

Saturday 12th May

Arts and Crafts Exhibition Old
Chapel Dukinfield

Sunday 13th May

12.15pm Stalybridge Unitarian Church
Annual General Meeting

th

Sunday 13 May
th

Wednesday 16 May

1pm

Soup and Sweet Lunch

7pm

East Cheshire Union AGM at Old
Chapel Dukinfield

th

Sunday 20 May

2pm

Whit Sunday Service with Denton
Brass

Friday 22nd June

3pm

Afternoon Tea at The Roebuck
Inn Strinesdale

Sunday 1st July

11am

156th Anniversary Service and
UYPG Prize Giving

th

2pm

th

12.45pm Christening of Frankie Fish

Saturday 7 July
Sunday 26 August
th

Sunday 7 October
th

Sunday 11 November

11am

Summer Fair
Harvest Thanksgiving Service

10.45am Remembrance Sunday Service

th

Saturday 24 November 11.30am Christmas Fair
Saturday 8th December

3.00pm

Christmas Party at Church

Wednesday 12th December 2.30pm Christmas Lunch at Waggon and
Horses
Sunday 23rd December

4pm

Family Carol Service

These are the services and events already organised. Please keep
your eye on the notice board/ Chalice for any additions/alterations.

FLOWERS FOR MAY
6th

Emma Skeldon & Nicola Tan IMO Mrs Dorothy Skeldon

13th Mr & Mrs P. Billingsley

IMO Mr & Mrs Tom Stokes

20th Mrs Alison Lambe &
Mrs Victoria Firmstone

IMO Mrs Joyce Clayton

27th Mr Derek Clayton

IMO Mrs Joyce Clayton

STEWARDS FOR MAY
6th

May

Ken Howard

13th May

Bill Atkin

20th May

Jennifer Price

27th May

Wendy Maher

3rd

Ken Howard

June

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
6th

May

Andante

Lefebure Wely

13th May

Ave Verum

Mozart

20th May

Whit

27th May

Prelude

Durante

