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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
We have just celebrated the most important festival in the
Christian calendar. Easter is the time of rebirth, whether or not
you go to church. It is a time for reflection, reassessment, hope
and growth.
We also associate Easter with Spring, when the weather
seems to change and gardens look beautiful, full of daffodils
and tulips. Even the fruit trees are starting to blossom. As the
days become longer, we find our spirits are lifted, and we feel
better in ourselves.
Our Church has a full programme of events to look forward to.
By the time that you read this we will have had our Fish and
Chip Supper and Family Fun Quiz. Sue and I had great fun researching all the questions. We tried very hard to find questions to suit all ages, and we hope that all of you who attended
had a great evening. You never know, we may be seeing some
of you in the future on Mastermind!
Being away, Sue and I were very sorry to miss the Good Friday
walk that Jennifer had organised. I could well imagine that the
“watering hole” half way around the walk would have been a
welcome sight for many of you. I suppose that many glasses of
lemonade were sunk!
But perhaps the most significant event that has happened recently was the wedding of Nicola and Pete, which took place in
our Church on Easter Sunday. I am so pleased that the sun
came out for them, and I am sure that we all send them good
wishes for a very long and happy marriage.
God bless you all.
Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

We have just had a lovely taste of summer over the Easter Holidays. The good weather is set to leave us shortly but let’s hope
it is back with us soon.
The wedding of Pete and Nicola Towell was a great day, not
only was it a beautiful wedding, it was also a good chance to
meet new people and introduce them to our church.
As summer approaches we have more big events to look forward to. Our Annual General Meeting, The Summer Fair, Whit
Sunday and our 157th Anniversary Service are very important
days in our church year. Put these together with our weekly
Sunday services and regular social events and it makes us a
very busy congregation in so many different ways.
I have always said that the most important part of our church is
our Sunday Services when we worship together. Getting together on social occasions is also important as it affords us the opportunity to meet each other in different environments.
Over the last year we have been fortunate to welcome new worshippers to our congregation. I always speak to these people
after the service and their comments are very enlightening.
“Friendly”, “Gentle”, “Enjoyable”, “We love seeing the children
taking part in worship”, “Welcoming” are the types of things they
have said to me.
Comments like this should encourage all of us to try to persuade more people to join us. We are a special Unitarian Free
Christian congregation with a wonderful history and an exciting
future.
Ken Howard

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
This will be held on Sunday 19th May following the morning service.
The nomination sheet for Officers and Committee Members is posted on the notice board. If you would like to nominate anybody for
any position, please ensure you have their permission before doing
so. Please try to attend this important meeting.

WEDDING
The wedding of (the now) Mr & Mrs Peter Towell took place on
Sunday 21st April. The service was conducted by Jennifer Price, the
Authorised Person was Wendy Maher. It was a wonderful occasion
and we wish Nicola, Pete, Noah and Zachary a future filled with
happiness.

GOOD FRIDAY SPONSORED WALK
Twenty-nine people plus three dogs undertook our Good Friday
Walk. We started in Grotton with a walk to Hartshead Pike, Mossley
Cross and we finished up at The White Hart in Lydgate. It was a
glorious day and much fun, laughter and teasing took place.
Thanks to all those who sponsored us. The amount of sponsorship
raised will be reported in the next edition of Chalice.

WHIT SUNDAY 9th JUNE 2019
The service will be at 2pm and will be conducted by Len Elias. We
will be accompanied by Denton Brass. You will find a donation envelope inside your June Chalice. We would be grateful for any help
towards the cost of Denton Brass.
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO MORNING SERVICE ON
THIS DAY

157th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE SUNDAY 30th JUNE
This will take place at 11am on Sunday 1st July at 11am. The service will be conducted by Len Elias. The UYPG members will receive their attendance awards (books of their own choice) during
this service. Please make every effort to attend this very important
service as we celebrate our history and look forward to our future.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2019
Thursday 2nd May

All day

Church used for local
TMBC elections

Saturday 11th May

11 am

Arts and Crafts Exhibition
Old Chapel Dukinfield

Thursday 16th May

7.30pm East Cheshire Union AGM
at Hyde Chapel

Sunday 19th May

12.15pm Stalybridge Unitarian
Church Annual General
Meeting

Sunday 9th June

2pm

Whit Sunday Service with
Denton Brass

Saturday 15th June

2pm

Summer Fair

Sunday 23rd June

2.30pm East Cheshire Union Songs
of Praise Service at
Flowery Field.

Sunday 30th June

11am

157th Anniversary Service
and UYPG Prize Giving

Sunday 6th October

11am

Harvest Thanksgiving
Service

Sunday 10th November

10.45am Remembrance Sunday
Service

Saturday 23rd November

11.30am Christmas Fair

Saturday 7th December

3pm

Christmas Party

Wednesday 11th December 12.30pm Christmas Lunch at The
Waggon and Horses
Sunday 22nd December
th

Wednesday 25 December

4pm

Family Carol Service

11am

Christmas Day Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
As I write this, I feel as though we are in the middle of summer
the weather has been so good! It was a beautiful day for the
Good Friday sponsored walk when 29 people turned up in Grotton together with 3 dogs and everybody seemed well ready for a
drink by the time they reached The White Hart in Lydgate when
the walk seemed to end. I’ll let you know the total of sponsorship received next month, but a big thank you to all walkers and
sponsors.
By the time you are reading this, we will have had our fish and
chip supper and quiz night. There are quite a lot of people on
the list, so hopefully it proved to be a good night.
As mentioned last month, after the AGM on 19th May, we shall
be holding a soup and sweet lunch, so please look out for the
notice to put your name up. Price to be £6/£3.
As it was very much enjoyed in March, we shall be holding a
craft evening on Friday 7th June starting at 7.30pm. Tea and
cake will be served and the cost will be £3 each. Please come
along if you feel you have a talent you think you could share or if
you would just like to learn a skill from some of our very talented
friends.
The Summer Fair shall be held this year on Saturday 15th June
starting at 2pm. We would be grateful to receive items for tombola prizes, raffle prizes and even, on the day, home bake items.
Please do come along and bring as many friends with you as
possible for this important fund-raising event.
.Looking forward to the summer, we shall be going to the Roe-

buck for a savoury afternoon tea on 21 June. We went there
last year and it was a fantastic day, as we all enjoyed our hampers sitting out in the garden. A notice will be going up for this
soon. Lifts can be arranged.

While we’re talking about summer, we shall be holding our normal bring and buy summer cream tea at our house (75 Hutton
Avenue, Ashton) on Saturday 27th July, so please make a note
in your diaries and hope for better weather than last year.
The Christmas Fair this year will be held on 23rd November, so
please put this date in your diary as well to ensure you don’t
miss it.
Our next fund raising meeting will be now not be held until on
Monday 10th June at church at 7.30pm. Anyone who feels they
could help in any way or have any good ideas for fund raising
or social events, please do join us. We look forward to seeing
as many of you as possible at all or any of the above events.
Sue Howard

Church members enjoying the sunshine by the Mossley
Cross on The Good Friday sponsored walk

FLOWERS FOR MAY
5th

Emma Skeldon & Nicola Tan
th

Donated by the Church

th

Mrs Alison Lambe &
Mrs Victoria Firmstone

12

19

IMO Mrs Dorothy Skeldon
IMO Mrs Joyce Clayton

26th Mr Derek Clayton

IMO Mrs Emily Clayton

STEWARDS FOR MAY
5th

May

Ken Howard

12th May

Bill Atkin

19th May

Jennifer Price

26th May
2nd June

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
5th

May

Adagio

W. Harvey

th

May

Elegy

J. Jordon

th

May

Tempo Di Minuetto M.B. Foster

th

May

Andante

12
19
26

Schubert

