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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
After all the rain we have had this year my garden is looking rather
forlorn! Usually at this time of year there are a few colourful plants
that linger well into October and early November but not this year.
Even the Michaelmas daisies which started to flower a couple
weeks before Michaelmas (29th September) never really got into
their stride this year and were rather disappointing. Every year I
like to see Michaelmas daisies coming into flower because they
remind me that the feast day of St Michael and All Angels is approaching.
On my travels in recent weeks I have had several conversations
about angels. Not usually a subject which crops up on my visits
but for some reason the subject has been on more than one mind
recently. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are the three named biblical angels, depicted as messengers of God. Michael, which
means “Who is like God?” is portrayed as the protector of Israel
and leader of the armies of God and is perhaps best known as the
slayer of the dragon in the Revelation to John. Michael thus came
to be regarded as the protector of Christians from the devil, particularly at the hour of death.
Gabriel, which means “The strength of God” is the one, according
to the Gospel of Luke, who is sent by God to Mary to announce the
birth of Jesus. Raphael, which means “The healing of God” is depicted in the book of Tobit as the one who restores sight to Tobit’s
eyes. A basilica near Rome was dedicated in the fifth century in
honour of Michael on September 30th with celebrations beginning
on the eve of that day, with the result that September 29th came to
be observed as a feast in honour of Michael and all angels.
Throughout the middle ages St Michael enjoyed general veneration
and many churches are dedicated to him and many to St Michael
and All Angels - such as Mottram.

At first you may wonder what relevance all this can possibly have for
rational Unitarians! Well it obviously is of interest to some Unitarians
but quite apart from that there is some real spiritual value in there as
well.
Just think for a while about the names of the three angels - “Who is like
God?” “The strength of God” and “The healing of God”. Also think
about God’s messengers today.
We would not expect Michael to show us that there is no other like
God, Gabriel to inspire us with the strength of God or Raphael to bring
us the healing touch of God. So who are God’s messengers today?
Every blessing.
Andrew.

Rev Andrew Parker and UYPG members at the Harvest Festival
Service

WARDEN’S NOTES
I hate to use the Chalice to talk about finances but it is sometimes necessary to keep people abreast of the situation.
The treasurer has a fairly thankless task but Margaret has to ensure
that we are in control of our normal running expenses; however, it is
always difficult if not impossible to budget for emergencies.
We suddenly developed a leak in the roof over the organ chamber
which has cost almost £300 to repair. It has cost almost £200 to protect
the organ and we just hope that no lasting damage has been done to
the organ itself.
This is just an example of things that happen all the time, there are always problems to solve.
What we really need is for everyone to try to think of new and innovative fund raising ideas, perhaps something we can all do together. Any
“legal” ideas will be considered!!!
Please get your thinking caps on.
Ken

VISIT TO ASHTON CENTRAL MOSQUE
We have been invited to visit the new Ashton Central Mosque. Details
are yet to be finalised so please watch the notice board for details. This
will no doubt be a very interesting place to visit.

GLADYS DRURY
“My family and I would like to thank Andrew for again giving us comfort
and guiding us through a very sad time”.
“Our thanks also go to all of you who attended my mother’s funeral service, and for the cards and messages of sympathy we received. Your
support was a great help”.
Jean Thomas (née Scullion)

MARGARET “PEGGY” WHITEHEAD
I am sure that the whole congregation is saddened by the death of
Peggy Whitehead.
I have known Mrs Whitehead all my life and she never seemed to
change. Scores of children were helped by Peggy to make their Arts &
Crafts entries; soft toys and art were her speciality but she also helped
us with cut paper, raffia and basket work. I never saw Peggy get annoyed or lose her temper. Her patience with us young people was endless, even when some of us (me included) would rather have been playing football in the Hob Hill school yard.
Her own skills were many but perhaps her art and dress making will be
remembered most. Peggy must have made more pantomime costumes
than she would care to remember.
Peggy was a great support to Tom during his time as Church Warden;
she never courted attention but was always there to help.
The Funeral Service conducted by Rev Andrew Parker on Monday 22nd
October was perfectly suited to Mrs Whitehead; no fuss yet important,
quiet yet profound; she would have liked it.
All we can do now is remember her as a lady of great talent and understated importance to this congregation.
It is now up to us to support Tom and Anne as much as we possibly
can.
Ken

WEBSITE
I am pleased to inform the congregation that Nicola Sheehan has offered to take on the job of keeping our website up to date. We are very
grateful to Nicola. To check the site please go to:
www.ukunitarians.org.uk/stalybridge

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
Parents who would like their children to be Juvenile members of
church should contact Clare Bullock either at church or on
01613038872. Clare will require the FULL name of the child plus £1
membership.
The Juvenile Membership certificates will be presented during the
Christmas Carol service which will be held at 4 pm on Sunday 23rd
December.

ALAN ROSLING
It was wonderful to see Alan and Christine when they visited church
recently. When they got back to London I received this email from
Alan which I would like to share with you.
I am writing to thank you for the copy of the 150th Anniversary film you
gave to me last Sunday. What an inspirational production and so well
presented. I shall treasure it.
Christine and I are so appreciative of the welcoming reception we had
from everyone. Having lived in London for 57 years it was a real tonic
to experience again the warmth of Stalybridge Unitarians.
We will follow your fortunes through the online issues of Chalice and
we hope to join you again next year. With all good wishes.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Hasn’t this month gone quickly? I can’t believe we’re already thinking
about Christmas. Obviously, the most important fund raising event in
November will be the Christmas Fair which will be held on Saturday
24th November starting at 11 am. Please come along and support us
as much as possible. We will need donations for various stalls but
also your support on the day, so please round up your friends and
neighbours and come along. There will be more for the children to do,
as there will be a Make and Take craft room which will cater for all
ages of children. In case you’ve forgotten, we will have the usual Tea
Room, Christmas tombola, Crafts and Christmas stall, Gift stall, Plant
stall, Home Bake stall, Jewellery, Candles and cards, ordinary Tombola as well as the usual guess the weight of the cake, name of doll,
sweets in a jar and treasure hunt.

Before that, on 9th November, we shall be having our Craft Evening
when local people will be demonstrating their skills including cake
decorating, jewellery making and Christmas crafts of various sorts.
The admission for this will be £5 and you will get refreshments during
the evening. Proceedings start at 7.30 pm, so please come along and
be entertained or educated if you so wish.
The group Patchwork, who came to entertain us last year, have agreed
to come again on Friday 7th December. Admission for the night will be
£6 when potato pie will be served. They were really entertaining when
they last came, so don’t miss out on them this year. Please watch out
for the notice and enter your name if you wish to attend.
The band who have played for us on Whit Sunday over the past few
years, Denton Brass, have offered to come and give a Christmas Concert on Tuesday 11th December. The entry for this will be £5 which will
include Christmas style refreshments – we may even run to a bit of
carol singing, so please come along and join in the music. Once again,
we need your names on the appropriate list, so we know how much
food to prepare.
Finally, our Christmas Party will be held on Saturday 15th December
starting at 3 pm and we obviously need to know how many are coming
to this, so look at the notice board please and put your names down.
Friends and friend’s children will be very welcome – the more the merrier. We shall obviously be expecting our special guest again (Father
Christmas), so come along and make him welcome and enjoy yourself
as well.
I hope you are all filling in your Count Your Blessings sheet and we
look forward to seeing the results on 2nd December (the first day of Advent) when we shall have a big count up. People living away from Stalybridge can also take part and donate their “Blessings” at:
www.justgiving.com/stalybridgeunitarianchurch
Our next fund raising meeting will take place at 7.15 pm on Monday
12th November (before the main committee meeting). Please feel free
to come along if you have any ideas to help us raise funds. Hope to
see you then.
Sue Howard

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th November at 3pm
when the hostess will be Eileen and Clare Bullock. Thanks to all who
supported our Home Bake Stall which made a total of £61.50 for the
League project which this year is "Send a Child to Hucklow".

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
This years Christmas Lunch will be at the Heroes of Waterloo, Mossley
Road, Ashton-under-Lyne on Wednesday 5th December. The cost is
£16.50. We welcome all Church members and their friends. Please put
your name on the list on the notice board, or let me know. A £5.00
non-returnable deposit is required.

COFFEE MORNING
Coffee morning will be held on Friday 30h November at Church from
10 am to 12 noon. Everybody is welcome, including children.

FLOWERS FOR NOVEMBER
4th November

Mrs Jean Thomas (Scullion) IMO Alice, Constance &
Jack (the Somerfield Triplets)
11th November Mr Jack Greenwood IMO Mrs Florence & Mr & Mrs
Frank Greenwood
18th November Mr Brian Oliver IMO Mr Frank Oliver
25th November Table:Mrs Catherine Morris. IMO George & Mary
Horbury. Font: Mr & Mrs David Frost IMO Mrs Beryl
Stevenson

STEWARDS FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
4th November
11th November
18th November
25th November
2nd December

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Tom Whitehead
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
4th November Largo
Dr Arne
th
11 November Remembrance Sunday Thaxted G Holst
18th November Andante Beethoven
25th November Vivace
J H Knecht

