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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
At our service on October 13th I told the children about King Edward
the Confessor. I thought I would take this opportunity to tell you a bit
more about him as we didn’t have time to go into much detail that
Sunday.
Edward the Confessor was a man of great prayer - rather like a
crowned monk. He was hailed throughout his life as a gentle, loyal
and devoted king. A confessor is a saint who suffers for his faith but
is one step short of martyrdom. Edward suffered for his faith by resisting the temptations of the world. He lived off the income of his
own lands and reached out to the poor.
Edward was born in Islip, near Oxford, probably in 1005. He was the
son of King Ethelred the Unready and his Norman queen, Emma.
The family spent several years in exile in Normandy after the Danish
invasion of 1013. England was ruled by the Danish King Canute until his death in 1035 when Edward tried to capture the crown himself
but failed. Later, Edward vowed that he would make a pilgrimage to
St Peter's in Rome if he managed to return safely to his kingdom.
In 1042, his dream became reality when he succeeded Canute's son
on the throne. But Edward found it impossible to leave his subjects
to make the pilgrimage to Rome. The Pope released him from his
vow on the condition he founded a monastery and dedicated it to St
Peter. In accordance with the Pope's wishes, Edward built a new cathedral in Norman style to replace the Saxon church at Westminster.
The cathedral became known as Westminster Abbey.
Edward the Confessor was an enigmatic figure who was believed to
have the power to heal. He began the royal custom of touching ill
people to cure them. The tradition continued for nearly 700 years until the reign of Queen Anne. Edward had no children and the throne
passed to his brother-in-law, Harold, who was quickly overthrown by
William the Conqueror.
Many legends sprang up about Edward the Confessor both during
his lifetime and after his death. One that has stood the test of time
happened towards the end of his life. Legend has it that Edward
was riding to a ceremony at a chapel dedicated to St John the Evangelist in Essex when a beggar asked for alms. Edward had no

money with him so he took off his ring and handed it to the poor man
instead.
A few years later two English pilgrims were travelling through the Holy
Land and became stranded. They were helped by an old man who told
them he was St John the Evangelist. He was carrying the ring Edward
had given to the beggar some years previously. He asked the pilgrims
to return it to the king telling him that in six months he would meet St
John in heaven. Edward the Confessor died on January 5th 1066. He
was made a saint in 1161 and his body was moved to a shrine at
Westminster Abbey on October 13th 1163 – 850 years to the day before we remembered him in our service.
In the centuries after 1163 many sick people came to kneel at the
shrine and to ask to be healed. Today Edward the Confessor is the
only major English saint whose body is still in its shrine, behind the
high altar of Westminster Abbey.
Wishing you every blessing
Andrew

WARDEN’S NOTES
I feel it is vital that everyone who comes into the church should be made
to feel welcome and immediately feel as if they are part of the congregation. If anybody offers to help with anything no matter how big or small
the answer must always be “yes please!” The quicker that people get
involved with other things as well as worship the more they will feel part
of the whole.
Our thanks must go to the UYPG children and leaders for organising the
Harvest Thanksgiving Service. The work that went in to this service was
clear for all to see and it is wonderful that all the children, no matter how
young, were able to take part.
I am particularly pleased that from time to time Andrew mentions the history and origins of Unitarianism during his address. This gives new worshippers an insight into the feelings and thoughts of the congregation.
Things like these are the way forward.
Ken

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
This service will take place on Sunday 10th November. Please try to get to
church early and be in your seats at 10.55am.

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
This will take place on Sunday 22nd December at 4pm. Please make every
effort to attend this service and please bring your family and friends along
with you.

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
The Juvenile Membership Certificates will be presented by the Minister
during the carol service on 22nd December.
Anybody under the age of 18 can be a Juvenile Member of Church. It
costs only £1. Please give the full name of the child(ren) to Jennifer Price
as far in advance as possible so that we can arrange to have the certificates printed.

FAVOURITE HYMNS SERVICE
This will take place on Sunday 17th November at 11am. Forms are available on the table in the porch for you to complete and hand to Ken. It
would be nice if we could get a few choices from the younger people so
that we get a good selection of hymns.

CHURCH GROUNDS
Once again we must thank Derek Clayton and Bill Atkin for all the work
they have done in the church grounds over the summer. If you have a
chance to have a look around please do so. You are now able to walk
safely around the whole perimeter of the building.

VARIOUS WORK IN PROGRESS
The vases on the Communion Table and Font have been professionally
cleaned and re-coated. We are looking into having the Reading Desk and
Pulpit “drops” professionally cleaned and we are considering having the
four oil paintings in the Communion Table renovated. We feel we should
do what we can to make our church look as beautiful as possible
Your committee also feels that we need a new notice board and we are
obtaining prices for this. It is important that we do everything possible to
ensure that the community is aware that we are a fully active congregation.

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th November at 3pm. when
the hostess will be Margaret Hallsworth.
Christmas Lunch Will be held at the Wagon & Horses on Wednesday
4th December.

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
3rd November

Mrs Jean Thomas (Scullion) IMO Alice Constance &
Jack (The Somerfield Triplets)
th
10 November Mr Jack Greenwood IMO Mrs Florence. & Mr & Mrs
Frank Greenwood
th
17 November Mr Tom Whitehead & Anne IMO Mrs Peggy Whitehead
& Mr & Mrs Tom Whitehead Senior
th
24 November Mr Brian Oliver IMO Mr Frank Olive

STEWARDS FOR SEPTEMBER
3rd November
10th November
17th November
24th November
1st December

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
3rd November
10th November
17th November
24th November

Andantino Con Moto
Remembrance
Interlude
Impromptu

S. Heller
Schmutt
C. Franck
J. E. West

UYPG Members at the Harvest Thanksgiving Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Welcome to autumn!! It seems we are quickly approaching the winter
side of autumn already – by the time you read this you will probably
have put your clocks back for an extra hour in bed on the Saturday, so
the ‘getting-wrapped-up-warm’ and cosy nights in are already with us.
We hope you won’t want to spend every night in though and look forward to seeing you at our various forthcoming events.
We shall be holding another coffee morning at 10.00am on Thursday
21st November, when we shall be having a bring and buy/good as new
table. Please keep the date free in your diaries and make an effort to
come along.
The big event coming up is obviously our Christmas Fair which this
year is being held on Saturday 30th November. We hope to bring you a
real taste of Christmas, so if its gifts you need or something nice to eat,
or think your lucks in on the tombola or raffle, this is the day for you! All
the usual stalls will be there and maybe a few extra, so please, please
come along and support us! There will be a ‘make and take’ session
for the children, so please invite your friends and neighbours along
whatever their age. The fair starts at 11am and lunch will be served as
usual. There have been and still are boxes in the committee room at
church for anything you might be able to contribute to help towards the
gift/tombola or raffle stalls. There is also a list on the board if anyone
would like to help by donating some ingredients for the home bake
stall. There seems to be fewer and fewer people baking, but still plenty
of people wanting to buy, so if you could help the bakers and makers
out by donating a few ingredients please put your name down on the
list on the board. Thanks to you all and we look forward to seeing as
many people as possible on the day.
Whilst on the subject of Christmas, our annual Christmas Party will take
place on Saturday 14th December starting at 3 pm. Everyone is welcome, adults and children alike. The cost will be £6 per adult and for
our own UYPG children there is no charge. Other children would also
be most welcome, but a charge of £3 would be made for them. There
is a notice on the board for this, so please put your name down if you
would like to come along and join in the fun and games.

There has also been a list on the board asking for people’s names for a
visit to the Museum of Transport. We have now decided on a date
which will be Sunday 16th February 2014 when we will have a light
lunch after morning service (where we hope to be joined by our friends
from Dob Lane) then we will make our way to the museum after that. It
should prove most interesting, so please look out for that notice as well.
If you would like some input into our fund raising ideas please come
along to our next meeting to be held on Monday 11th November at
7.15pm before the main committee meeting – you are all welcome!
Sue Howard

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH

REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY SERVICE
SERVICE
SUNDAY 10th NOVEMBER AT
10.55am

“lest we forget”

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
Forester Drive, Stalybridge

CHRISTMAS
FAIR

Saturday
November 30th
From 11am to 2.30pm
All the usual stalls and attractions
including refreshments will be
available so come along and bring
your friends.
Something for people of all ages

Entrance 50p at the door

