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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
As we look forward to November, the long dark nights and the onset of winter we also anticipate the events that encourage us and
give us cause for celebration and cheer. We have also within that
month Remembrance Sunday, the commemoration of the two
World Wars, wars the like of that we hope never to see repeated
again. And yet we are continually reminded of ongoing conflict
throughout the world. Our ceaseless prayers should ever be for
the cessation of war and for peace on earth.
The First Sunday in Advent, this year, is November 29th. This
preparation for the coming of Christmas offers us the opportunity
for personal introspection and spiritual renewal allowing us to enjoy the religious significance of Christmas, the celebration of the
coming of the Christ Child into the world. Advent is the beginning
of the liturgical year. In the darkness of this season we anticipate
the coming of the light.
On a personal note, I look forward to helping make the Christmas
Fair on Saturday November 28th a success so I will definitely be
on hand during the day to assist in which ever way I can. As the
weeks roll past I am finding out who's who in the congregation and
enjoying the contact that I have with each and every one you. I
have to say that I especially enjoy my short time with the children
each Sunday and enjoy seeing the results of their work, whether
it’s a cardboard Noah's Ark or the salad leaves they grew for this
year's Harvest Service.
Finally, thank you all for your support, at your meeting in September, for giving me the privilege of now becoming your permanent
minister. I bring you my commitment and my desires to see our
church at Stalybridge grow and thrive.
All good wishes
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
I am addicted to news. I love my morning paper and I don’t really think
I could do without it. I always have to watch at least one BBC news bulletin each day. Very often the news is not good and it makes us sad.
Some news is good and it makes us happy. Sometimes the headlines
are simply irritating and today has been one of those days. Today I
was told that my breakfast (a bacon sandwich) is bad for me, I have
also got to cut down on ham, sausages, red meat and lots of other
things. Of course we all know we are not allowed to drink alcohol or
smoke a cigarette, that’s far too enjoyable for us ordinary people. If alcohol is so bad for us why do they have subsidised bars in The Houses
of Parliament? You are not allowed to wrap fish and chips in newspaper even though some newspapers are fit for very little else. If we rewire a plug in our house we are supposed to wear a hi-vis coat, goggles, a hard hat and probably a bullet proof vest. You must complete a
risk assessment before climbing a step ladder.
Who are these people who insist on meddling in our lives? Well I will
tell you, they are the anti-happiness brigade. These people who consider themselves to be very important are determined to make our lives
miserable any way they can.
Have you noticed that only nice things are bad for us? Nobody tells us
to stop doing things we don’t like. We are expected to grit out teeth and
get on with it!
Our individuality is being taken away from us, our right to decide things
for ourselves is being undermined. Even worse the people who are doing this are getting overpaid to control parts of our lives.
Some people also try to interfere in the religious wellbeing of churches
like ours by trying to dilute Christianity on a daily basis, they think it can
just be pushed aside on a whim. Well I have news for them: there are
many committed Christians who will simply not allow that to happen.
Steak and kidney pie for tea. Marvellous!
Ken

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 8th November at 11am. This service will be
conducted by Ken Howard as Rev Bob Pounder has a long standing
commitment to conduct a Remembrance Day Service at another church.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT OLDHAM UNITARIAN CHAPEL
On Sunday 13th December our friends from Oldham will be joining us for
our morning service. They will also stay for a cup of tea with us.
Following our service the Oldham congregation have kindly invited us to
join them for a Christmas lunch in their bespoke café/restaurant. We are
promised an excellent meal. The cost is £12.95 per person. Please put
your name on the notice in church as soon as possible to help with the
catering.

INDUCTION SERVICE – REV BOB POUNDER
This was discussed at our last Church Committee Meeting. It was decided that it would be unwise to hold this important service during the winter
months. We have agree a provisional date of Saturday 12th March 2016.
A subcommittee has been formed to arrange the details and you will be
kept fully informed of all the arrangements. For now, please put this date
in your diary.

CHRISTENING
The Christening of Arthur Bertie Rowland took place in church on Sunday
11th October.
Ken Howard officiated. We wish Arthur Bertie a long and happy life.

CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY
This will take place on Saturday 12th December at 3pm. Please check the
notice board for details.

CAROL SERVICE
This will take place on Sunday 20th December at 4pm.

COMMUNION SERVICE
We are aware that some members of the congregation would like to take
Communion. After discussing this with Rev Bob Pounder we have decided to hold a Communion Service on Sunday 6th December immediately
after the morning service. Everyone is welcome to attend this service.
Within the Unitarian Christian tradition no preconditions to taking communion are set and everyone is able to attend

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
It hardly seems a moment ago when I was writing my bit for the October edition and here we are already getting into November. I have definitely felt a chill in the air recently so it must be right.
I hope you all enjoyed the harvest lunch and brass band concert afterwards. I thought Denton Brass were as good as ever and look forward
to them coming again soon. Unfortunately we had to cancel our musical
night and quiz with Patchwork as there were less than a dozen people
on the list. Everybody seems to be that busy just now, but perhaps
we’ll be able to invite them again sometime in the future.
Now the next BIG event will be the Christmas Fair to be held on Saturday 28th November and will start at 11am. Boxes have been left in the
committee room with labels on hoping you can help with contributions
for the tombola, raffle and New To You stall. Please put any items you
can spare and think are suitable in the appropriate box. We would also
appreciate items for the Homebake stall, preferably smaller rather than
larger, suitable for people living on their own, as larger families can always buy two or three rather than one big one. There will be a Christmas stall with gifts as well as Christmas items, so don’t buy all your
Christmas things before then, as I’m sure you will find something you
like which will probably be unique. Ladies, you will also be able to get
your nails done which will help you look glamorous for your Christmas
parties.
Talking of parties, we shall be holding our Christmas party on Saturday
12 December starting at 3pm. Look out for the notice and put your
name up if you would like to come. Everyone is welcome, children and
adults alike, but we do need to know how many to cater for, so please
put your name up if you would like to come. We will also need the age
of anyone under 16 so we can tell Father Christmas what kind of presents he should bring. Let’s hope he will be able to fit us in on that Saturday before his very busy period begins later on in the month.
Please look on the notice board and indicate if you would like to hear a
talk about Beatrix Potter or Lowry. Once we have a bit of interest
shown, I shall try and book the lady to come and give her talk sometime
in the new year.

We hope to be able to hold a dinner in the new year as well, but are
still looking at the different occasions we could celebrate. A notice will
go up on the board once a decision has been made.
Till next time, please be thinking of the type of event you would like to
see held at our church to help with fund raising and either come along
to our next meeting to be held at 7.15 on Monday 9th November or let
a committee member know and we will do our best to put it on. Many
thanks.
Sue Howard

Members of the UYPG at the Harvest Service and learning about Noah’s Ark with Rev Bob Pounder

WOMEN’S LEAGUE

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th November at 3pm.
The Annual Christmas Lunch will be held at The Waggon and Horses,
Matley on Wednesday 2nd December at 12.30pm. If you would like to
join us please put your name on the list on the notice board or ring
Margaret Hallsworth on 01613307072.
The cost is £16.95 and Margaret will need a £5 deposit.

FLOWERS FOR NOVEMBER
1st Mrs Jean Thomas
8th Mr Jack Greenwood

in memory of The Somerfield Triplets
in memory of Florence and Mr and Mrs Frank
Greenwood
in memory of the Oliver family

15th Mr Brian Oliver
22nd Jennifer and Ian Price
29th The Women's League in memory of past members and friends

STEWARDS FOR NOVEMBER
1st November
8th November
15th November
22nd November
29th November
6th December

Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE

1st November
8th November
15th November
22nd November
29th November

Le Prie-Dieu (A Meditation)
Remembrance Sunday A Vesper
Monastic Melody
Alla Marcia
Prelude

G Oldroyd
Edward Elgar
Sigfrid Karg - Elert
H Coleman
J S Bach

