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MINISTER’S LETTER

Dear Friends,
The interesting thing about the Bible, this literature from the ancient
world, is that dreams and visions are intermingled with day-to-day
reality. Kings employed dream interpreters – wise men or magicians
at their courts in order that they might discover what God or gods
from other worlds may be trying to convey to them. We can see this
in the story of Joseph, Jacob’s son, who had the coat of many colours – how he found favour with the Pharaoh with his successful interpretation of the Pharaoh’s troubling dreams, the seven thin cows
that ate up the seven fat cows and the seven blighted ears of grain
that swallowed up the other seven ears of good grain. Joseph, as we
know predicted seven years of plenty followed by seven years of
famine and by doing so he prevented the Egyptian economy from
collapsing and its people from starving.
We remember other dreams depicted in the Bible – for example the
Three Wise Men who were warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
or Daniel’s predictions at the court of Nebuchadnezzar. Such is the
power of dreaming that many can say they have definitely had a precognitive dream, in other words, a dream that has in some way come
true.
One of the interesting things in life, I find, is the unpredictability factor. Quite unexpectedly we can meet a stranger or someone we
know in the least likely place. When this happens in a dream, we put
it down to the nature of dreams. When it happens in our normal conscious state we put it down to coincidence. The boy, Samuel, was
sleeping in the Temple but he woke up and heard the voice of God
and this event came to change the history of the world. Likewise, we
too cannot always forget or dismiss our dreams because like all other experiences they can inform and enrich our lives.
Best wishes as always,
Bob.

WARDEN’S NOTES

Most of you are aware that Sue and myself are currently in
Florida visiting Warren and his family.
Luckily we will be back BEFORE the US Presidential election
takes place. Politics both here and in the US are becoming a
laughing stock while politicians put popularity before the wellbeing of the country and its citizens. The US televised Presidential debates have been big on mudslinging instead of policies. Here some politicians are still striving to overturn the result of the EU referendum by the back door. Some political
parties don’t seem to know who their leader is. It seems more
and more that the people are being ignored; this should breed
revolution but instead it seems to cause apathy.
Of course it suits politicians both nationally and locally if we
lose interest because that gives them the opportunity to do
exactly what they want.
This type of thing causes community divisions and this in itself
is a dangerous thing.
As a worshipping Unitarian Free Christian congregation we
have to stay together, we have to sing from the same hymn
sheet and we have to continue to work in harmony together.
Only by doing this can we sustain our congregation and meet
the needs of Free Christians in the Stalybridge area in the 21st
century. We have to do everything in our power to keep our
faith strong and make our church even stronger.
Ken

HOLIDAYS
Sue and myself will be visiting Warren and family in Florida from
15th October to 4th November. During this time please contact Rev
Bob Pounder for pastoral needs and Wendy Maher for any church
administration queries.

BUILDINGS SURVEY
The buildings survey commissioned by the ECU was conducted
by Mark Pearce on Tuesday 11th October. In due course we will
receive a full report and this will give the committee the opportunity to prioritise Mark’s recommendations and take action where
necessary.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE
This important service will take place on Sunday 13th November
at 11am. The service will be conducted by Rev Bob Pounder.
The committee has agreed that we will have a special retiring collection on this occasion. There are at least two hundred names of
Stalybridge service men and women missing from the Stalybridge
War Memorial. Funds are being raised to extend the memorial to
include all these names. We feel this is a good cause and we
should try to raise some money to aid this noble project.

FOOD BANK COLLECTION AT HARVEST SERVICE
Many thanks to everybody who donated food bank items during
our Harvest Service. It was a great effort and all the goods were
delivered to the Tameside East Food Bank. They were extremely
grateful and asked me to thank the congregation.

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
Juvenile Membership Certificates will be presented to those children under the age of 16 who would like to become official junior
members of church. The certificates will be presented at the Carol
Service on 18th December.
Juvenile membership costs only £1. Will mums/dads/grandmas/
grandads please give the name of the child(ren) to Clare Bullock.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 2016
Sunday 13th November

11am

Saturday 26th November 11am-2pm
Sunday 18th December
4pm

Remembrance Sunday
service
Christmas Fair
Carol Service and
Juvenile Membership

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Time seems to be going so quickly and we are trying to arrange events around Christmas now.
Our most recent event was the film night, (using our new projector and screen), and it proved very popular to the twenty or
so people who attended. As well as the film we managed to
consume a fair amount of popcorn and plenty of ice cream
and drinks. So a good night was had by all. We have decided therefore to hold another film night on 20th January next
year. We are not sure what film we shall be showing, but we
shall let you know as soon as one has been selected.
Before that, we shall be having a Games Night on 11th November when potato pie will be served during the evening.
Games will include Play Your Cards Right, horse racing, bingo and beetle. Once again, we need you to put your names
on the list on the notice board so we know how many to cater
for. Prices will be £5 for adults and £2 for children.
Following this will be the big one - the Christmas Fair which
will start at 11am on Saturday 26th November. We will have
the usual stalls and once again would appreciate donations
for the New2You, tombola and raffle prizes as well as anything for the Home Bake that you can rustle up. This is a
very important event in our fund raising calendar, so please
make every effort to support it, bringing your friends and
neighbours along.

Having told you that the Christmas Party was to be held on Sunday 11th December after the morning service, we have unfortunately had to bring it forward and to hold it on Sunday 4th December. A Christmas buffet will be served, so we need names for
that. We also need to know the names and ages of any children
attending. UYPG children will be free, adults charged £5 and visiting children £4. We are hoping that Father Christmas will be
able to come along!!
Our next fund raising and social group meeting will be held on
Monday 14th November at church starting at 7.15pm. Please
come along if you feel you can contribute any new ideas for fund
raising efforts. Anyone and everyone is welcome to attend and we
look forward to seeing you! We look forward to seeing you at
some of the above events.
Sue Howard

Children from the UYPG presenting their pictures and models during the Harvest Thanksgiving Service

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
There will not be a meeting in November or December.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The church Annual Christmas Lunch will be held on Wednesday December 14th at the Waggon & Horses Stalybridge at
12.30pm. The cost for 3 course lunch is £16.95
All are welcome to join us, please put your name on the list in
Church or alternatively give me a ring on 0161 330 7072.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR NOVEMBER
6th Mrs Jean Thomas
13th Mr Jack Greenwood
20th Mr Brian Oliver
27th Mrs Anne Holden

IMO Alice, Constance & Jack
(the Somerfield Triplets)
IMO Mrs Florence, & Mr & Mrs
Jack Greenwood
IMO Mr Frank Oliver
IMO Mr Tom Whitehead

STEWARDS FOR NOVEMBER
6th
13th
20th
27th
4th

November
November
November
November
December

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
6th
13th
20th
27th

November
November
November
November

Ye Banks and Braes
Remembrance
Voluntary
Melody

Arr. By A. Wheeler
Chopin
Schubert
C. von Gluck

