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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
One of the most popular of our special services each year is always the Harvest Festival Service. Every year we sing the hymns
"Come ye thankful people come, raise the song of Harvest home"
and "We plough the fields and scatter" yet most of us now have
little or no connection with the countryside and the agricultural
year. Perhaps that gives our thanksgiving even more importance
as we remember that our food isn't grown in supermarkets but on
farms! We still cannot survive without farming of the land no matter how much the big retailers try to hide that fact from our sight.
Harvest Thanksgiving is also a time for us to remember the many
other ways in which we are richly blessed. Most churches include
a glass of water in their harvest display to remind us of the importance of clean water which we can get so easily from our taps and which we take so much for granted. I was reminded of this recently in St Petersburg where we were told never to drink the tap
water as it isn't safe to drink. Evening brushing teeth had to be
done with bottled water. In some parts of the world the situation is
even worse; millions of people have no tap water at all.
Then there is the harvest of modern technology which we see all
around us these days and which is changing our world at a rapid
pace. Things which make our lives more comfortable or provide
entertainment are all around us. Most people now take microwave
ovens, washing machines, DVD players and computers for granted
in their homes.
So as well as giving thanks for fruit and vegetables, water and fuel
we should remember all the wonders of this world. Everything that
we discover was put there by God to be discovered and we should
remember that when we sing:
ALL good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above,
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord,
for all his love.
Every blessing, Andrew.

FUNERAL
24th September. Gladys Drury aged 92 years. Service in church followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium, the Minister officiating.
Although Gladys had felt unable to attend church in recent years due
to the loss of her sight and hearing she nevertheless retained a keen
interest in the church and all our activities and had many happy memories of her involvement in years gone by. We extend our sympathies
to her daughter Jean and son Peter and all of Gladys's family.

WEDDINGS
26th August. Mark Melia and Hayley O'Connor, the Rev Patricia Shaw
officiating.
8th September. David Edwin Frost and Natalie Joanne Foden, the Rev
Patricia Shaw officiating.
We wish them every happiness for their futures.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Following on from the events of last month, we must thank Derek Clayton and his family for hosting their strawberry/cream tea afternoon on
the 1st September. A magnificent total of £240 was made, so thanks
very much to Derek and all those who supported him by attending.
Our Harvest Supper seemed to go off OK and I think everyone enjoyed
watching the 150th DVD. It brought back some lovely memories for
some people. Don’t forget they are still available at a cost of £5 if you
want to have your own copy.
Our coffee morning will be held on 26th October, so please come along
for a cuppa and a snack and a good chat.
We have decided to hold a Social Evening and Games Night on Friday
19th October. If you enjoy a game of bingo, Play Your Cards Right or
Beetle etc, please come along. Light refreshments will be served and
the cost of entry will be £3.50. There will be prizes for all the games, so
cards/tickets can be purchased for every game you want to play. The
evening will start as usual at 7.30 pm, so please come along.

There is a notice on the board for your names if you wish to come, or
give me a ring and I’ll enter your name for you.
The week after that, on Friday 26th October, we shall be entertained by
The Piano Player and Friends. Refreshments will also be served on
this night and wine available to buy if you so wish. The cost of entry
will be £6 and again we need to know how many are coming, so please
enter your name on the notice on the board in church if you are coming. It has always proved to be a good night out, so don’t miss it!
The day after that on Saturday 27th October, we shall be holding a Bonfire Night/Winter Party. This will obviously not involve a bonfire, but
hopefully most other things associated with bonfire night. It will start at
3 pm, allowing the younger members to attend, and we would like everyone to come in fancy dress – it can either be associated with bonfire
night or just winter! Potato Pie and hot dogs will be served, and the
cost will be £5 for adults and £3 for children. There should be fun and
games for all, so if you are interested in coming, please put your name
on the list on the board for catering purposes.
On Friday 9th November, we shall once again be holding a Craft Evening, similar to the one we had last year, when you have the opportunity to see how cakes are iced, jewellery made, cards made and other
crafty ideas. The cost of entry will be £5 and that will include refreshments. Please tell your friends about it and come along and be educated! We will also need to know how many people intend to come
along, so once again, enter your name on the appropriate notice
please.
The band who have played for us on Whit Sunday over the past few
years, Denton Brass, have offered to come and give a Christmas Concert on Tuesday 11th December. The entry for this will be £5 which will
include Christmas style refreshments – we may even run to a bit of
carol singing, so please come along and join in the music. Once again,
we need your names on the appropriate list, so we know how much
food to prepare.
The group Patchwork, who came to entertain us last year, have agreed
to come again on Friday 7th December. Please watch out for further
details on the notice board.

Don’t forget we have our Christmas Fair on Saturday 24th November –
please put the date in your diary and come along to help us raise much
needed funds. Our Christmas Party will be held on Saturday 15th December starting at 3 pm and we obviously need to know how many are
coming to this, so look at the notice board please and put your names
down for all that you are attending.
Finally, you will notice that we have provided a Count Your Blessings
Sheet in the centre of this edition of Chalice which we hope you will all
fill in. It covers various days throughout October and November, so
please fill it in and bring it/your money to church on 2nd December (the
first day of Advent) for a big count up. People living away from Stalybridge can also take part and donate their “Blessings” at:
www.justgiving.com/stalybridgeunitarianchurch
Our next fund raising meeting will take place at 7.15 pm on Monday 8th
October (before the main committee meeting). Please feel free to come
along if you have any ideas to help us raise funds. Hope to see you
then.
Sue Howard

WARDEN’S NOTES
The murder of the two police women last week was a terrible tragedy
for their families and friends. In more general terms it must have hit the
Greater Manchester Police and the local community quite badly. It is a
sad day for all of us when the police feel they are unable to do their job
in the way we are used to. The police are, to most people, a respected
and vital part of our community, without them we would be lost. Fortunately those who profess to “hate” the police are very much in the minority. I have expressed the sympathy of the congregation via the GMP
online condolence book.
Ken

MRS GLADYS DRURY
Gladys Drury passed away on 12th September aged 92. The funeral
took place at church on Monday 24th September. The Minister officiated. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family at this sad time.

CHOIR
Barry and the current choir members would like to see more people in
the choir. A choir has been a regular part of our worship since the
church opened and it would be a pity to see numbers dwindle even
further. If anyone would like to come on the choir please do so. You
do not need special permission!! If you need more information please
have a word with Barry.

JUST GIVING
This is an internet website where people can make donations to charities. The church has taken out a trial membership of this site firstly to
encourage donations for the half marathon run by Jennifer Price but
also to hopefully encourage people to make donations to church as
and when they like. We hope this will be particularly useful to people
who live away from Stalybridge and who for various reasons are not
members of the envelope scheme. We are also able to claim Gift Aid
back on donations from UK tax payers. If anyone would like to donate
to church please visit: www.justgiving.com/stalybridgeunitarianchurch

WEDDING FAIR
Three members of the congregation (Emma Skeldon, Nicola Sheehan
and Jennifer Price) have come up with an initiative to attract couples
to use church for their weddings. They will be attending a wedding fair
in Ashton in October where church will have a stall to promote church
as a suitable place for weddings. It is hoped that this initiative will persuade couples to get married in church and also hopefully they and
some of their guests will become active members of the congregation.
This is an exciting idea and it is encouraging that these busy young
mums feel able to spend time on promoting this.

FUND RAISING
Fund raising is as important as ever as the cost of running the church
is constantly rising yet the income from our investments is fairly static.
Recent fund raising efforts have been very encouraging.
Derek Clayton Cream Tea
Jennifer Price Half Marathon
Harvest Supper

Approx £240
Approx £640
Approx £135

Our thanks go to all who helped in any way to raise this money.

CHURCH GROUNDS
Our thanks must go to Derek Clayton who has done a tremendous
amount of work over the summer keeping the grounds neat and tidy.

SPONSORED RUN
After having my second child, Benjamin, myself and a few new mums
started running to lose weight. We gradually became more involved in
the hobby and decided to give ourselves a challenge - the Spire English Half Marathon, held in Warrington on the 9th September. We subsequently trained harder and harder for 6 months and gave ourselves
the target of completing the 13 miles, 21kilometres is under 2 hours 30
minutes. As we had given ourselves the running challenge we thought
we would try and earn some money for our own personally chosen
charities.
It was a very warm day and a big event with over 1500 competitors and
all of the roads closed in the centre of Warrington. My final completion
time was 2hrs 14 minutes which I was very pleased with.
With some very generous donations from my friends, work colleagues
and members of the congregation I managed to raise in excess of £600
all of which has been donated to the church. I've no doubt that it will be
put to good use. Thanks for those who supported me.

Best wishes, Jennifer X

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
October's meeting will be held on Wednesday October 3rd at 3 pm
when the tea will be provided by Mrs Beryl Bradbury. Some members
will be attending the Manchester District Women's League Autumn
Meeting which will be held at Altrincham on October 13th.
The Women's League will be arranging a Christmas Lunch again this
year. unfortunately menus do not seem to be available so far, so a
venue hasn't been chosen yet, but hopefully the meal will be on
Wednesday December 5th. Please keep this date free, and there will be
details soon on the notice board, and in next month's Chalice.
Margaret Hallsworth

COFFEE MORNING
Coffee morning will be held on Friday 26h October at Church from 10
am to 12 noon. Everybody is welcome, including children, so please
call in and bring your friends and neighbours with you.

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
7th October
14th October
21st October
28th October

Vacant
Mrs Edith Howard IMO Clarrie and Steven Howard
Miss Jemma Dagnah IMO Mary Dagnah
Mrs Kathleen Bradbury IMO Husband Norman, and
Noel and Joan Bradbury

STEWARDS FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
7th October
14th October
21st October
28th October
4th November

Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Tom Whitehead
Bill Atkin
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th October
14th October
21st October
28th October

March of the Magi
No music today
Solomon's Prayer
Invocation

C. Darnton
Barry’s Sunday off
S. S. Wesley
C. George Lickl

