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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
I am writing this letter in early September because of my holiday and the
days are still reasonably warm and bright. We have had some heavy rain
but overall – so far – we can’t complain. By the time you read this letter it
will be the end of September or early October and no doubt things will
have really begun to change. October already! Where has this year gone!
The very nice summer we had this year will now be well and truly over,
the evenings once more dark and there will be a distinct chill in the air
most mornings and evenings. I will be back at work and indeed most
holidays will be over for the year and people begin to turn their thoughts
to other things. At Dob Lane we will end September with our Harvest
Thanksgiving Service and at Stalybridge we will being October with the
same. The Harvest services always seem to be the final acknowledgement that summer is over. Actually the harvest is the mark of a beginning
not an ending. Part of the crop is the seed for the next and the farmer
has to turn almost immediately to ploughing and sowing once more.
Someone once said “All good things must come to an end”, and indeed
the days as they pass cannot be recaptured nor can the oak tree become
a sapling again - but that isn’t the best way to look at life. It is better to
look at things as changing, not ending. The acorn becomes a sapling
which becomes a mighty tree. The tree in time may become coal and
then the coal smoke. The baby becomes a toddler, then a school child,
teenager and so on. Things do not end, they change. Even death is not
an end, only a further change.
Jesus said “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single grain, but if it dies, it produces a great harvest.” All things
have the potential to be a new beginning, if we choose to see them so.
Let us take the lesson of the ever renewing harvest to our hearts this
month and look with confidence to the future and the new growth that is
possible not only in the natural world, but in our church fellowship and in
our personal lives.
Wishing you every blessing.
Andrew.

MESSAGE FROM TOM WHITEHEAD AND ANNE
We would like to thank everyone for their cards and good wishes for
Dad's 90th Birthday. It was good to celebrate with friends from the congregation on September 1st after Church.
Both of us would like to thank Jennifer for all her work in producing the
lovely tasty buffet we all enjoyed after the service, and the ladies who
washed up afterwards. Everyone made it a memorable occasion.
Thank you Tom and Anne

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 10th November 10.55am Remembrance Sunday Service
Saturday 30th November 11am to 2.30pm CHRISTMAS FAIR
Sunday 22nd December 4.00pm Carol Service

Enjoying the indoor picnic lunch

WARDEN’S NOTES
We at Stalybridge Unitarian Church are fortunate that we can meet in
worship every week in a beautiful church where our services are conducted by a committed Minister who understands the needs of the congregation. Sadly it is not the same for many of our churches; many of
them are unable to employ a Minister for financial reasons or they are
simply unable to find a suitable Minister to appoint because there are not
enough of them available. Training Ministers is an expensive business
but it is also difficult to persuade people to go into Ministerial training as
there is no real guarantee of a suitable appointment at the end of it.
A group of people (who consider themselves to be important) are raising
money (by slightly nefarious means in my opinion) to fund the formation
of new congregations. No mention has been made of supporting existing
congregations who have “fought the good fight” for hundreds of years.
There has been no suggestion that these funds could be used to train
Ministers.
The aim of this group is obviously to re-fashion Unitarianism in the image
which this minority group want. They don’t want Free Christian Unitarian
congregations which they see as outdated, instead they would prefer an
anything goes pick and mix type of faith without any real substance.
Playing with and attempting to change history is a dangerous thing; Hollywood gets away with it almost daily but this new 2020 initiative looks
more like a Carry On film than a blockbuster.
—————————The Indoor Picnic and Treasure Hunt was a great day. We had over 40
worshippers, over 30 people for the picnic lunch and 20 people hunted
(and found!) the treasure.
This type of day is the lifeblood of a congregation: we worship together,
eat together and play together. The children loved the Treasure Hunt and
one of them suggested we make this a more regular event.
This is a great example of how a church should be.
Ken

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 6th October at 11am. This will be a Family
service and will include contributions from The Unitarian Young People’s Group.
As in recent years there will only be a small display of harvest produce
arranged by some members of the committee. We would ask members
of the congregation to donate funds to our chosen charity which this
year is SEND A CHILD TO HUCKLOW. This is an extremely worth
while cause which has been providing holidays for disadvantaged children at Great Hucklow for over fifty years.
The ladies congregational Society will also be hosting a Home Bake
Stall after the service. I know they will be glad of your support.
Margaret Hallsworth will also be providing a Harvest Lunch of soup and
a roll plus a dessert. This is Margaret’s “talent” so please support her.

Some of the ‘Treasurer Hunters’ in Cheetham Park

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Well we’ve had a lovely summer haven’t we? It seems like it is all over
now and the nights are drawing in, so we have to get our thinking caps
on to try and find events to entertain you over the darker days and evenings.
First of all, many thanks to all of you who came to support us with our
cream tea at our home at the beginning of the month. Luckily the
weather stayed fine (although a little cold) and we managed to make a
little over £200 over the afternoon. Thanks must also go out to our
Jennifer who organised the treasure hunt which was held after an indoor picnic lunch last week. A fairly large group set off looking for
treasure and the same group came back about two hours later suitably
tired out but with some very excited and happy children amongst them.
Your support is greatly appreciated and thanks once again to Jennifer
who was up before the sun I think on Sunday morning walking their dog
and ‘burying’ all the treasure.
Now for some advance notices.
On 4th October, we are once again lucky enough to have the Piano
Player and Friends coming to entertain us, starting at 7.30pm. They
are always a fantastic night out, so do please come along. The charge
will be £6 for which you will be entertained and will have a buffet supper provided. A list is up on the notice board, so please put your name
down or give me a ring if you wish to come along – I’m sure you will enjoy it!!
On the Sunday following this, the 6th October we shall be holding a
family harvest service and after this, Margaret Hallsworth is holding a
harvest lunch as her talent. Please put your name on the notice board
for this as well so she has an idea of how many to cater for. I mentioned the talent challenge last month – anyone who has any talent for
anything at all, please offers your services to other people and charge
them accordingly. You can get £10 (from Andrew) and try and increase
the money by using your talents and giving the money to church.
Those of you who feel they haven’t got a talent they could use, please
support those who are offering to do something.

On 25th October, we will be hosting the musical group “Patchwork” who
are coming to sing for us. They have been a few times before and we
have always had a great entertaining evening. Potato Pie will be
served over the evening, so once again, please put your name on the
notice on the board if you intend to come. We need your support and
can vouch for a good evening’s entertainment.
Thinking a bit further ahead, we shall be holding another coffee morning at 10.00am on Thursday 21st November, when we shall be holding
a bring and buy/good as new table. Please keep the date free in your
diaries and make an effort to come along.
Our Christmas Fair this year is being held on Saturday 30th November
– so that needs putting in your diaries as well as we hope it will be an
event not to be missed. All the usual stalls will be there and maybe a
few extra, so please, please come along and support us!
Whilst we are thinking of Christmas, our annual Christmas Party will
take place on Saturday 14th December starting at 3pm. Everyone is
welcome, adults and children alike. The cost will be £6 per adult and
for our own UYPG children there is no charge. Other children would
also be most welcome, but a charge of £3 would be made for them.
There will be a notice on the board for this in the near future, so please
look out for this as well.
That’s about all we have arranged for now, so please come and support us as often as you can. If you have any other ideas, please come
along to our next meeting which will be held on Monday 14th October at
7.15pm before the main committee meeting. All ideas will be most welcome, but if you can’t make it, please mention it to someone on the
committee.
Many thanks
Sue Howard

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd October at 3pm. when
the hostess will be Mrs Margaret Andrews.
The Ladies will once again be organising a Christmas Lunch to which all
members and friends are invited. I know this seems a long time away,
but because of booking and the fact that the next Chalice isn't out for
another month we have to start arranging early. The date will be
Wednesday 4th December for lunch. The venue has not been decided
until our meeting next week, but details will be on the notice board from
then. If you wish to join us, please put your name on the list, or give me
a ring for details.
Margaret

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
6th October
13th October
20th October
27th October

Harvest festival
Mrs Edith Howard IMO Clarrie & Steven Howard
Miss Jemma Dagnah IMO Mary Dagnah
Vacant

STEWARDS FOR SEPTEMBER
6th October
13th October
20th October
27th October
3rd November

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
6th October
13th October
20th October
27th October

Harvest Hymn
Trumpet Tune & Air
A Festal piece
Ave Marie

A. Sullivan
N. Rawsthone
S. Jackson
Bach Gounod

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
“At the end of life we will not be judged by how many diplomas we have
received, how much money we have made, how many great things we
have done. We will be judged by, I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was naked and you clothed me. I was homeless, and you
took me in.”
Mother Teresa

