CHALICE
October 2015

50 pence

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
And
SUNDAY SCHOOL
(A Free Christian Congregation)
Forester Drive, Stalybridge

Stalybridge Unitarian Church is a
Free Christian Congregation.
A member of The East Cheshire Union of Unitarian
and Free Christian Churches.
A member of The General Assembly of Unitarian
and Free Christian Churches.
A member of The North Cheshire Unitarian Sunday
School Union.
A member of The Unitarian Christian Association.

THE CHALICE
STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
MAGAZINE
October 2015

This issue of Chalice is sponsored by
Mrs Nora Caton IMO Mr & Mrs
Harold Bullock Senior & Mr & Mrs
Elson Caton

WARDEN’S NOTES
Thank you to all those who attended the Extraordinary General
Meeting on Sunday 20th September. Your commitment to this congregation is invaluable.
I am pleased to inform everybody that the appointment of Rev Bob
Pounder as our Minister was unanimously approved by the congregation. I am sure that Bob will be an excellent Minister for us
and I am also sure that both Bob and the congregation will be able
to relax into the new Ministry now that the trial period has been
successfully completed.
On behalf of all the congregation I would like to congratulate Bob
on his appointment and wish him well.
The committee will discuss the question of an official Induction
service with Bob. We will have to come up with a suitable format,
date and time. You will all be kept informed.
I would remind everyone that both Bob and myself are happy to
discuss any church matters with any members of the congregation
at any time. We have to continue to work together if we are to sustain our work promoting the Free Christian Unitarian cause in
Stalybridge.
At our meeting it was also decided that we would take no further
action regarding the removal of the choir stalls. It was generally
felt that we were risking unnecessary expenditure without any obvious advantages. The choir stalls will remain as they are. I know
that Barry would like to see more people in the choir, if anyone
would like to join the choir please feel free to do so. It would be
really nice to see more people sat there.
Ken

HARVEST LUNCH AND BRASS BAND CONCERT
This will be held after the morning service on Sunday 4th October.
Lunch will consist of soup and a roll plus a sweet. Please put your
name on the notice on the board if you require lunch.
Following the lunch there will be a concert given by Denton Brass.
Please tell all your friends and family about this.
The price will be £8 per person for the lunch and the concert.
Entrance to the brass band concert ONLY will be £5

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 4th October at 11am. As Bob has a previously booked a holiday the service will be conducted by Ken Howard.
As in previous years the committee will arrange a display of fresh fruit
and vegetables.
Like last year we are also inviting all members of the congregation to
bring tinned and packet goods (not fresh). These items will be presented during the service and they will then be donated to a local Food
Bank. We really hope that all members of the congregation feel they
are able to donate something.
Some of the items required by Food Banks are: Powdered Milk, Sugar,
Tea Bags, Instant Coffee, Rice, Pasta, Cereals, Tinned Tomatoes,
Tinned Soup, Instant Mash, Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Fruit, Jam, Biscuits.

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
Do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day.
Jesus Christ

CHRISTENING
The Christening of Sebastian Christopher Astley took place in church
on Sunday 30th August. Ken Howard officiated.
We hope this was a happy day for Sebastian and all his friends and
family. We hope he will soon become a member of the UYPG.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 8th November at 11am. This service will
be conducted by Ken Howard as Rev Bob Pounder has a long standing commitment to conduct a Remembrance Day Service at another
church.

Some of the UYPG displaying their Noah’s Ark model
and pictures

POTATOES, EGGS, AND COFFEE BEANS
Once upon a time a daughter complained to her father that her life was miserable and that she didn’t know how she was going to make it. She was tired of
fighting and struggling all the time. It seemed just as one problem was solved,
another one soon followed.
Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three pots with water and
placed each on a high fire. Once the three pots began to boil, he placed potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot, and ground coffee beans in the third
pot.
He then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his daughter. The daughter, moaned and impatiently waited, wondering what he was doing.
After twenty minutes he turned off the burners. He took the potatoes out of the
pot and placed them in a bowl. He pulled the eggs out and placed them in a
bowl. He then ladled the coffee out and placed it in a cup. Turning to her he
asked. “Daughter, what do you see?” “Potatoes, eggs, and coffee,” she hastily
replied.
“Look closer,” he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did and noted that they
were soft. He then asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off the
shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, he asked her to sip the coffee.
Its rich aroma brought a smile to her face. “Father, what does this mean?” she
asked.
He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs and coffee beans had each
faced the same adversity – the boiling water. However, each one reacted differently.
The potato went in strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling water, it became
soft and weak. The egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its liquid
interior until it was put in the boiling water. Then the inside of the egg became
hard. However, the ground coffee beans were unique. After they were exposed
to the boiling water, they changed the water and created something new.
“Which are you,” he asked his daughter. “When adversity knocks on your door,
how do you respond? Are you a potato, an egg, or a coffee bean? “
In life, things happen around us, things happen to us, but the only thing
that truly matters is what happens within us.
Which one are you?

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well, if that’s our summer, I think we’ve had it. I hope all of you
who managed to get away for a holiday had a good time (as Ken
and I did in France!) and for those of you who stayed around here
I hope you managed to relax and enjoy the little bit of good weather that came your way.
Our next event (next week) will be a brass band concert on the
afternoon of the Harvest Service and after a harvest lunch on 4th
October. The lunch will be held right after the service, so if you
would like to come to the lunch, please enter your name on the list
on the board. Once lunch is finished, Denton Brass will perform
for us with their usual skill and enthusiasm. If you intend to have
lunch and then stay for the concert, the price will be £10. If you
are only coming for the concert, then the price will be £5. Please
come along and bring any friends you think might enjoy it, we only
need to know in advance if you want the lunch. If previous concerts from Denton Brass are anything to go by, then you will be in
for a treat. If you want to know further details of the Harvest Service, please look elsewhere in this magazine.
The treat after that will be the live music quiz with Patchwork
providing the musical clues! This will be on Friday 23rd October
when a potato pie supper will be served. Please enter your name
on the relevant notice if you intend to come. Why not come along
and test your musical knowledge, enjoy the company and go
home having had a good plateful of potato pie as well.
Believe it or not, we are quickly approaching our Christmas Fair
which will be held on Saturday 28th November. Please put the
date in your diary and if you think you can help in any way, please
do so. We will need products for the home bake stall, the tombola, the raffle, but most of all, we want your support, so please
come along and bring any family or friends with you to help us
raise much needed funds for our church.

Like I’ve said before, if you know of any good ideas for fund raising events, please let someone on the committee know, or come
along to our next fund raising meeting, the dates of which are always announced during the notices at the morning service.
See you at our next event.
Sue Howard

Rev Bob Pounder telling a story to members of the
UYPG

WOMEN’S LEAGUE

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 7th October at 3pm.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR OCTOBER
4th HARVEST FESTIVAL

11th Mr Tom Whitehead & Mrs Anne Holden IMO Mrs Peggy Whitehead
18th Miss Jemma Dagnah IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
25th Mrs Shirley Howarth IMO Mrs Kathleen Turner

STEWARDS FOR OCTOBER
4th October
11th October
18th October
25th October
1st November

Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE

4th October

11th October
18th October
25th October

St Georges (Windsor) Come ye Thankful
People Come
Meditation
R Lloyd
O Heiliger geist
G Kavffmann
Puer Nobis Nascitur J Dandrieu

