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MINISTER’S LETTER
Minister's Message
Finding Time
The years of our lives are threescore and ten;
Or even by reason of strength fourscore;
Yet their span is but toil and trouble;
They are soon gone and we fly away.
(Psalm 90:10)
Dear Friends,
Time is a mystery it goes forward and apparently, in theory, it can go
backwards as well, it can ebb and flow like the sea. It sounds incredible, from a common sense point of view. We know, or rather we have
been told, that there was a beginning of time and that eventually time
will cease to exist. And if this is so, is there an ultimate reality? The
mystics have been telling us for centuries that time is an illusion There
are all sorts of mind-boggling theories and concepts emanating from
the science of quantum physics..
However, for us ordinary folk, time for all practical purposes is the
measure of our lives. We could say that it's the canvas upon which we
paint our lives.
But it is the poets, the mystics and the great religions that have been
the signposts to the nature of God even perhaps to the ultimate reality.
These are the words of Angela of Foligno…
The eyes of my soul were opened
And I beheld the plenitude of God
Whereby I did comprehend the whole world both here
And beyond the sea, and the abyss and all things else
And therein I beheld naught, save the divine power
In a manner assuredly indescribable,
So that through excess of marvelling the soul cried with a loud voice
Saying; ‘This world is full of God’.

We are told that the mystics, given the limitations of language, have
never been able to adequately convey the full meaning or the intensity of their profound experiences. Perhaps we too, in a moment of insight, or of transcendence, may just glimpse the world as St Angela
saw it, a world that is full of God; if we could only find time for quiet
devotion.
All good wishes
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
According to the TV and newspapers the most important thing that
has happened in the UK in the last two weeks is the fact that the
BBC has sold the rights to “The Great British Bake Off” to Channel 4.
I don’t think I need to explain the programme to anybody, basically it
is a bit like the Arts and Crafts F Class cookery; you know what it’s
like, twenty six Victoria sponges, all different!
Apparently GBBO is now classed as a national treasure and life will
never be the same again for any of us. Other things and people that
are considered to be national treasures are, Joanna Lumley, James
Bond, Chris Evans, The Archers, Match of the Day, Test Match Special and so on and so on. The list is growing so quickly that I expect
the hedgehog living in our garden will be named as a national treasure any day now! After all he has been with us longer than GBBO.
I would suggest once more that we are getting our priorities hopelessly wrong. Here are some examples of true national treasures:
The Royal Family, Parliament, the armed forces, the emergency services, the justice system and our basic belief in fair play. There are of
course many more.
Many of you will have noticed one notable exception from this list
and that is the church. Through all the nonsense that goes on around
us the Christian church remains a place of refuge and a place of
strength.

It may be weakened by people trying to claim that it is no longer important but Christianity remains strong. The anti-Christian lobby simply
do not get it; it is not a matter of numbers; it is a matter of faith. It cannot be claimed that alternatives to Free Christianity are better simply
because there are more people in the pews (or on the bean bags).
The Free Christian Church is truly a national treasure and will still be
so even when all the soggy bottoms are long gone from our television
screens.
Ken

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 2nd October at 11am. As Bob is on holiday we will be joined by our friends from Oldham Unitarian Chapel. As
in previous years the committee will arrange a display of fresh fruit and
vegetables.
Like last year we are also inviting all members of the congregation to
bring tinned and packet goods (not fresh). These items will be presented during the service and they will then be donated to a local
Food Bank. We really hope that all members of the congregation feel
they are able to donate something.
Some of the items required by Food Banks are: Powdered Milk, Sugar, Tea Bags, Instant Coffee, Rice, Pasta, Cereals, Tinned Tomatoes,
Tinned Soup, Instant Mash, Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Fruit, Jam,
Biscuits, Toilet paper and soaps.

HOLIDAYS
Sue and myself will be visiting Warren and family in Florida from 15th
October to 4th November. During this time please contact Rev Bob
Pounder for pastoral needs and Wendy Maher for any church administration queries.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 2016
Sunday 2nd October
11am
th
Sunday 13 November 11am
Saturday 26th November 11am-2pm
Sunday 18th December 4pm

Harvest Service
Remembrance Sunday
Service
Christmas Fair
Carol Service and
Juvenile Membership

BUILDINGS SURVEY
The East Cheshire Union of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches have informed us that our building is due for a survey this year.
This survey is funded by the ECU and the Hibbert Trust. We are
grateful to the ECU and the Hibbert Trust for this valuable assistance. The survey will take place on Tuesday 11th October.

PEOPLE
Anne Holden is undergoing another course of chemotherapy. Julie
Sheehan has had an eye operation and is now recovering at
home. Margaret Andrews is recovering from her recent illness and
hopes to be back with us soon. Wendy Inman has had a knee replacement and is recovering in Wrightington Hospital.
We would like to assure everybody who cannot be with us that
they are always in our thoughts and prayers.
Margaret Bennett has moved from Scotland to Southampton and
we wish her well in her new home.

MOSSLEY (CHRISTIAN) UNITARIAN CHURCH
Sadly, the congregation at Mossley have decided that they will
close the church at the end of this year. I know that the congregation have thought long and hard about this decision but circumstances have eventually dictated that this decision became unavoidable.
The Mossley (Christian) Unitarian Church has been a beacon of
Free Christianity in Mossley and will be a great loss to the community.
A message has been sent to Mossley inviting the congregation to
worship with us any time they wish. I am sure we will give them a
warm welcome

GROUNDS AND GARDENS
We must thank Derek Clayton for looking after our grounds and
gardens all through the summer. Derek gets on with this task quietly and his work goes almost unnoticed. Thank you Derek!!

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well, believe it or not, we are already coming to the time when
we are trying to sort out our Christmas events!! Doesn’t time fly.
Despite there not being much interest initially, we had over 30
people come to our Unitarians Have Talent night. It was really
enjoyable and we were well entertained with music, magic
shows, poems and monologues, as well as a ventriloquist. After
a close round of voting, we had joint winners, being Grace (the
magician) and her younger sister, Ava, who, at the age of six
played her guitar and sang magnificently. Thanks to all who
came and helped make the evening a success.
Our next event will be a harvest lunch after the Harvest Service
on 2nd October. Please ensure you put our names on the board,
or let someone know if you will be attending.
Following that, we shall be holding a film night when we shall be
showing the old family favourite “The Wizard of Oz” on Friday 7th
October, complete with ice cream and popcorn! It will be a night
suitable for the whole family! The film shown will be the singalong version, so please come along for a good night out. The
film will start at 7pm and the price will be £4 for adults and £1 for
children.
Going on into November, we shall be having a Games Night on
11th, when potato pie will be served after the games. Games will
include Play Your Cards Right, horse racing, bingo and beetle.
Once again, we need you to put your names on the list on the
notice board so we know how many to cater for. Prices will be
£5 for adults and £2 for children.
Obviously, the big one in November will be the Christmas Fair
which will start at 11am on Saturday 26th November.

We will have the usual stalls and once again would appreciate
donations for the Good As New, tombola and raffle prizes as
well as anything for the Home Bake that you can rustle up. This
is a very important event in our fund raising calendar, so please
make every effort to support it.
Finally, a bit of advance notice about the Christmas party to be
held on Sunday 11th December after the morning service. A
Christmas buffet will be served, so we need names for that. We
also need to know the names and ages of any children attending. UYPG children will be free and adults charged £5.
We shall be holding our next fund raising and social group
meeting on Monday 10th October at church starting at 7.15pm.
Anyone is welcome to attend this and the more the merrier, so
we hopefully can get some new ideas. We look forward to seeing you at some of the above events.
Sue Howard

Ava enjoying the music during the talent night

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
There will not be a meeting in October.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR OCTOBER
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Harvest Festival
Mrs Anne Holden - IMO Mrs Peggy Whitehead
Miss Jemma Dagnah - IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
Mrs Shirley Howarth - IMO Mrs Kathleen Turner
Mr & Mrs Ken Howard - IMO Miss Margaret Hitchen

STEWARDS FOR OCTOBER
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
6th

October
October
October
October
October
November

Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

October
October
October
October
October

Jerusalem The Golden ‘Ewing’
A. Berridge
Linden Lea
R. Vaughan Williams
Toccata in C Major
Rossi
Lode Den Herren in G
M. Reger
Brother James Air
G. Jacobs

