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WARDEN’S NOTES

The day to day operation of a congregation such as ours is
quite a difficult task these days.
Obviously, the most important reason for our existence is to
provide a place of Unitarian Free Christian worship for the
people of Stalybridge and the surrounding area. We also have
the responsibility of educating our young people in the life and
ways of Jesus. We must give them a good grounding in order
that they may develop their own faith as they grow older.
The committee is also responsible for the upkeep of the
church building and grounds, we have to keep our finances in
order and under control, we must comply with all charity law,
the protection of children and other vulnerable groups, ensure
that our members data is protected and on and on it goes. The
work is even harder when during an interregnum we must ensure an adequate supply of Lay Preachers.
New government and charity laws are generally aimed at
charities with a paid work force, voluntary groups like ours
simply get more work piled on our shoulders.
It is vital that more members of the congregation take an active part in the day to day running of the church. Gone are the
days when we can just leave everything to the officers and
committee.
If anyone feels they can help in any way, please contact either
Wendy or myself. We really have to keep working together to
maintain the success of this wonderful congregation.
Ken Howard

MINISTER
We have now been included on the Vacant Pulpit List managed
by The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches. To date we have not received any replies and/or applications.
In the meantime, we will ensure that we arrange Lay People to
conduct services every Sunday.

LAY PREACHERS
We are extremely grateful to all the people who continue to conduct our services during the interregnum. Mr Len Elias has already conducted quite a few services for us. Len has kindly offered to conduct two services per month commencing January
2019. The committee had no hesitation in accepting this very
kind offer and we look forward to seeing Len and Sue with us on
a more regular basis.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell
and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly in our thoughts and in our prayers.

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 7th October at 11am. The service
will be conducted by Ken Howard.
The committee will organise a suitable display of fruit, flowers
and vegetables.
Once again, we would like to ask members of the congregation
to make donations of dried and tinned food. As in previous
years these items will be donated to a local food bank.
The Harvest Service will be followed by a Soup and Sweet
Lunch.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2018
This will take place on 11th November 2018. This year is one of
special significance as it is 100 years since the signing of The Armistice Agreement to signify the end of fighting to bring The Great
War to an end.
This year we are grateful to Rev Andrew Parker for his offer to
conduct this service. Andrew is making plans and we hope to be
able to mirror the service being held at The Cenotaph in Whitehall.
It is important that we can observe the two minutes silence at
11am PROMPT.
Can all members of the congregation please be seated by
10.50am at the latest.
This service will be followed by AN ARMISTICE DAY LUNCH of
hot beef muffins plus a sweet.

DEREK CLAYTON
Derek has been single handedly tending the church grounds for
several years. He has been cutting the grass and tending the
flower beds and doing all sorts of jobs around church. Quite rightly, the time has come for Derek to retire from this onerous task.
Firstly, we would like to thank Derek for this special commitment
to the congregation.
Secondly, we would be grateful for anyone who feels able to
come forward to take on this job, if you feel you are able to help
please contact Wendy or Ken.

CHRISTMAS FAIR 2018
This will be held on Saturday 24th November at 11.30am. Please
put this date in your diary and be prepared to help any stall holders on the day.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2018
Sunday 7th October
11am
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
th
Sunday 11 November 10.45am Remembrance Sunday Service
Saturday 24th November 11.30am Christmas Fair
Saturday 8th December 3.00pm Christmas Party at Church
Wednesday 12th December 12.30pm Christmas Lunch at Waggon
and Horses
rd
Sunday 23 December 4pm
Family Carol Service
These are the services and events already organised. Please keep
your eye on the notice board/ Chalice for any additions/alterations.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The Lunch this year will be held at the Waggon & Horses, Matley
Lane on Wednesday December 12th at 12.30pm. The cost is £18.95
and I shall need a deposit of £5. If you would like to join us please
put your name on the list on the notice board in the foyer at church
or give me a ring on (0161) 330 7072.
Margaret Hallsworth

Jenny Jones celebrating
her 80th birthday

Members of the UYPG enjoying a
picnic before the treasure hunt

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Haven’t we had a lovely summer – I hope everyone managed
to enjoy some of the great weather we have been experiencing – let’s just hope we don’t pay for it with a severe winter.
Still, we will just have to make the most of what we’re given,
be it sun, snow or whatever. We are of course approaching
the cooler autumn days and then, inevitably, the festive season. We are trying to arrange events which will fit in with the
important dates coming up which I hope as many of you as
possible will come along to and help support our fundraising
efforts as well as having an enjoyable time.
First of all, we shall be holding a soup and sweet lunch following the harvest service on Sunday 7th October. The cost of
this will be £6 for adults and £3 for children, but please put
your names up on the notice on the board so that we know
how many to cater for. We shall be accepting your harvest
gifts of tinned or dried food at this service, for donating to the
local food bank, so please do not bring fresh food as this will
not be accepted by them.
Later on in October, on Friday 19th, starting at 7pm, we hope
to hold a ‘Learn A Craft’ evening. We need our experts to
come forward with help and ideas for both adults and children
to be able to come up with prize winning entries in the Arts
and Crafts. So, if you have any ideas (such as for felt work,
thrift, wood work, kit and model making, flower pressing, photography, knitting, sewing etc.), please do come along, especially if you are happy to pass your ideas on or if you would
like to learn something, then this is the evening for you. We
shall be hosting a cheese and wine evening, with something
suitable for the children and of course some sweet for ‘afters’.
The cost will as usual be £6 for adults and £3 for children and
we need to know numbers once again so we can purchase
enough food, so please enter your names on the appropriate
notice.

Looking a little bit further forward, we shall be holding a lunch,
comprising hot roast beef muffins followed by custard tarts, after
the Remembrance Day Service to be held on 11th November.
The service will be taken by our good friend Reverend Andrew
Parker, so will give us all chance for a catch up and chat with
friends, old and new. If you have any friends or family who would
like to attend this important service and they would like to stay for
lunch as well, they would be most welcome. Once again, we
need to know numbers and usual prices of £6/£3 applies, so
please put your names up.
You will see there is a new notice on the board regarding weekends at Hucklow for next year. Prices are given and available
dates. Please enter your names on the list if you are interested.
Lifts can be arranged for those without cars, but we need to make
the bookings as soon as possible before someone else takes the
available dates. Some of you will remember weekends there before from many years ago and I am sure you will all agree they
were great family weekends.
Our Christmas events up to now include the Christmas Fair on
24th November starting at 11am, then a Christmas lunch at the
Wagon and Horses in Stalybridge on Wednesday 12th December
which Margaret needs numbers for so she can make the booking
for the right number of people. A notice will be going up soon for
names, so please look out for it. Finally, for now, the Christmas
Party will be held between these two dates on Saturday 8th December. A notice will be going up for this soon as well – it is not
only for children, but also adults, but we still need to know numbers and names and ages of children, so please look out for that
notice as well.
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 15th October at 7.15pm at church. You do not need to be on the committee to attend this meeting, just have some ideas or are prepared
to help in any way with fund raising or social events, so please
come along.
Sue Howard

FLOWERS FOR OCTOBER
7th

October Wendy Maher IMO Peter Gowling
th

October Mrs Shirley Howarth IMO of her sister Kathleen

st

October Miss Jemma Dagnah IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah

th

October Mr & Mrs Ken Howard IMO Miss Margaret
Hitchen

14

21
28

STEWARDS FOR OCTOBER
7th

October

Jennifer Price

14th October

Wendy Maher

21st October

Ken Howard

28th October

Bill Atkin

4th

Jennifer Price

November

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th

October

14th October

Tell it Out
Overture ‘Water Music’ Handel

st

October

Air ‘Water Music’

Handel

th

October

Gavotte

M. Camidge

21
28

