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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
Although it now seems quite a while ago I should like to begin by
thanking you all for the cards and good wishes I received for my
birthday. The party was a very memorable occasion and I am
grateful to everyone who helped to make it such an enjoyable evening. Also, thank you for the gift of a very nice pen which will remain on my desk so there is no chance of losing it!
That occasion was followed a week later by our 150th Anniversary
celebrations which were a great success. It had taken a lot of
planning and hard work to bring that weekend of events together
and we must thank everyone who contributed in any way to making
it an anniversary to remember.
As I write this, the work of the disabled access at the front of
church is nearing completion. This project has caused problems
for your Officers right from the start, not least the cost of course,
but with a lot of hard work and perseverance it is now coming to
fruition and access to the church will be greatly improved.
So quite a lot has happened during the last few weeks including
our usual services and social events and there will be much to look
forward to in the weeks ahead. As always though, the greatest joy
of belonging to a fellowship such as ours is that we spend time with
each other, we worship together, talk together, sing together and
enjoy ourselves together. We support each other in times of difficulty, need or sorrow and care about each other. All our joys and
concerns are shared by our church family and that is something
very special for which we must always give thanks.
Every blessing.
Andrew.

SPONSORED RUN
On Sunday 9th September, myself and 2 friends will be running the
Spire English Half Marathon as a personal challenge and to raise
money. I have decided to raise money for the Church. The race is 13.1
miles (21kilometres) and takes place in Warrington. I aim to complete
the race in under 2hours 30 minutes which may not be Olympic standard but is still an achievement!
I will be seeking sponsorship from all my friends and work colleagues.
If you feel that you would like to sponsor me please let me know.
There will be a sponsorship form on the church notice board or you
can donate at www. justgiving.com or simply donate in the traditional
cash or cheque form.
Thank you very much in advance and wish me luck.
Jennifer x

Claire, Sue and Lis Dyson-Jones, President of the General Assembly
of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches at the 150th Anniversary Dinner Dance at Stamford Golf Club held on 14th July

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
I can’t believe we are nearing the end of August already. By the time
you are reading this, we will have had our day out to the National Arboretum Memorial, so let’s hope the weather was kind to us. We will also
be about to go on our annual summer drive out ending up in Holmfirth
at Compo’s Chippy – so let’s hope that is a good evening as well.
Derek Clayton has very kindly offered to host a strawberry/cream tea
afternoon at his home once again. So thanks very much, Derek, and
let’s hope the weather stays nice for us. There will also be a Bring and
Buy stall and this event will take place on Saturday 1st September starting at 2.30 pm. Please come and support Derek and enjoy the tranquillity of his lovely garden as well as having a delicious afternoon tea.
We have tried to arrange a few things for the next few months, so just
before Derek’s Cream Tea afternoon, we shall be holding our usual
Coffee Morning at Church from 10.00 am to noon. Please come along
and join us.
We will be holding a Harvest Supper on Friday 14th September. The
charge will be £6 per head and we will also be showing the 150th anniversary DVD which some people wanted to see at a time when some
explanations could be given regarding the photographs. So we shall
be showing it with a fair bit of starting and stopping, so please come
along if you would like to know who’s who and what they are doing!
Please see the notice board for a list on which to enter your name.
We’ll also be holding a Bonfire Night/Winter Party on Saturday 27th October. This will obviously not involve a bonfire, but hopefully most other
things associated with bonfire night. It will start at 3 pm, allowing the
younger members to attend, and we would like everyone to come in
fancy dress – it can either be associated with bonfire night or just winter! Potato Pie and hot dogs will be served, and the cost will be £5 for
adults and £3 for children. There should be fun and games for all, so if
you are interested in coming, please put your name on the list on the
board for catering purposes.

The band who have played for us on Whit Sunday over the past few
years, Denton Brass, have offered to come and give a Christmas
Concert on Tuesday 11th December. The entry for this will be £5
which will include Christmas style refreshments – we may even run to
a bit of carol singing, so please come along and join in the music.
Once again, we need your names on the appropriate list, so we know
how much food to prepare.
We are also arranging another Craft Evening, similar to the one we
had last year, when you have the opportunity to see how cakes are
iced, jewellery made, cards made and other crafty ideas. It will be
held on Friday 9th November, so please tell your friends about it and
come along and be educated.
You may remember we had arranged for the Piano Player and
Friends to come and entertain us earlier in the year, but unfortunately
one of their members became ill, so the event had to be cancelled.
Well, we think we have managed to get it re-arranged, possibly late
October, but look out for further details on the board.
The group Patchwork, who came to entertain us last year, have
agreed to come again on Friday 7th December. Please watch out for
further details on the notice board.
Finally, don’t forget we have our Christmas Fair on Saturday 24th November – please put the date in your diary and come along to help us
raise much needed funds.
Our next fund raising meeting will take place at 7.15 pm on Monday
10th September (before the main committee meeting). Please feel
free to come along if you have any ideas to help us raise funds.
Hope to see you then.

Sue Howard

WARDEN’S NOTES
150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
I would like to start by thanking everyone who helped with the organisation of this important weekend and all who attended the various
events. I feel it was a statement of our intent as a congregation to uphold Unitarian Free Christianity as a flourishing ideal in Stalybridge
and the surrounding areas.
I have always felt that being Warden is a very special privilege and I
feel fortunate to have held this position at this very auspicious time in
our history.
Now we have to look to the future again; to continue to work hard together. We must not be afraid of trying new things. Just because we
didn’t do something “like that” fifty years ago does not make it wrong
now. Times change and we have to keep up with the current trends.
We have to consider the wishes and the hopes of younger members
of the congregation, they are the ones who bring their young children
and keep our Sunday School so lively. We must acknowledge that
they are more up to date with the modern world than people like me.
Most importantly we have to continue to work together, no one must
feel excluded, we have to make the church a place where people of all
ages feel welcome and included. This is where our future lies.
Lis Dyson-Jones made a good comment when distributing the Bibles
to the children during the 150th Anniversary Service; she wondered if
any of the recipients would be Warden at the 200th Anniversary in
2062. Let us hope so.
Ken

80th BIRTHDAY
Congratulations to Jack Bredbury who will be celebrating his 80th
Birthday on Sunday 9th September. Jack served this congregation as
secretary for over 30 years. We hope he enjoys the celebrations.

HARVEST SERVICE
This will take place on Sunday 30th September at 11 am. As in the last
two years we will only be having a small harvest display. Instead of
donating produce we would like to encourage members to give donations which will be for medequip4kids

DISABLED ACCESS LIFT
This project is going well and I hope this will be completed before the
end of August. We still need to raise money to offset the expense of
this project so please give generously when you feel you are able. If
you have any new fund raising ideas please come along to the fund
raising meetings, we are always looking for new ideas

JUST GIVING
We are in the process of registering with the Just Giving website. This
website enables people from all over the world to donate money to
Stalybridge Unitarian Church through the internet. The church is also
able to claim back Gift Aid (from UK tax payers) from HMRC.
Jennifer Price is running a half marathon in September and all her
sponsorship will go to church funds, some of it via Just Giving.
Our registration should be completed before the end of August and
people will then be able to donate on line.
If you want to find out more please visit www.justgiving.com, our reference number is 19021 and the name of our charity is STALYBRIDGE
UNITARIAN CHURCH.

VACANT SUNDAY FOR CHURCH FLOWERS
Sunday 7th October is a vacant Sunday. If anyone would like to provide flowers on this day please contact Margaret Hallsworth.

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The September meeting of the Women's League will be held on
Wednesday 5th September at Church starting at 3pm. The hostess will
be Julie Mather

COFFEE MORNING
Coffee morning will be held on Friday 28h September at Church from
10 am to 12 noon. Everybody is welcome, including children, so please
call in and bring your friends and neighbours with you.

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
2nd September Mr & Mrs Geoff Spiby IMO The Schofield Family
9th September Mr David Dawson IMO Mr & Mrs Harry Dawson
16th September Mrs Janet Pearson IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
23rd September Mr Bill Atkin IMO Mrs Margaret Atkin
30thSeptember Mr Alan Rosling IMO Rev J P Rosling d 1947 & Alice
Rosling d 1957 & his siblings Christopher d 2009 in Sheffield, Margaret
d 2009 in Epsom Surrey & David. David d 2010 in Cumbria.

STEWARDS FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
2nd September Ken Howard
9th September Don Andrews
16th September Tom Whitehead
23rd September Bill Atkin
30th September Wendy Maher
7th October
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd September
9th September
16th September
23rd September
30th September

Prelude in c minor J S Bach
Voluntary
W Russell
Romance
N Rawsthorne
Festal music
Leon Boellmann
Harvest Chorus from Tell it out "

