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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
On my recent holiday in Russia I was able to visit many fascinating
and beautiful places in St Petersburg. One of the most famous is the
Hermitage Museum which occupies the former Winter Palace of the
Emperors of Russia and a number of other buildings. This museum
is one of the world’s most visited tourist attractions and on the day I
was there it certainly seemed as though most of the world wanted to
be there too! Luckily I spotted a ticket machine in a corner of the
courtyard from which I bought my ticket which then enabled me to
bypass the massive queue at the ticket office and go straight to the
entrance. I was surprised hardly anyone else spotted it!
Then, once inside I also managed to avoid the thousands of visitors,
many of them tour groups because they were led off by their guides
to see the world famous art collection. I on the other hand slipped off
in the other direction to see the state apartments of the Winter Palace which have survived the revolutions of 1917 and the subsequent
Soviet era remarkably well. There were very few people taking this
route but occasionally I would come across a group with a knowledgeable guide and I would listen in for couple of minutes just in
case I had missed something in my guide book.
Watching these groups with their guides was very interesting.
Some people were listening intently and asking questions, others
stood on the edge of the group paying more attention to the paintings and ornaments while a small number wandered ahead, totally
uninterested in the guide and eager to move on. They could all hear
their guide speaking but not all of them were listening. I felt sorry for
the guides who had a group in which only one or two were really listening.
Listening is actually something of a skill, it takes thought and concentration. It can sometimes be more difficult listening than speaking
and a good listener can often be of more value than a good talker.
Listening is one of the skills we all need to develop if we are to be of
help to those around us.
Every blessing,
Andrew

CHURCH NEWS
This month I would like to tell you a little bit about Derek Clayton our
new treasurer. Derek lives in Glossop and has two daughters and four
grandchildren. Derek’s daughter Alison also attends church with her two
children. Derek is active in our fund raising and always has a wonderful
show of plants for our fairs/bazaars especially the summer fair. The last
few years Derek has done a lot of work in the church grounds and has
spent many hours weeding and clearing the ground. In his working life
Derek spent 32 years working for Tameside and Glossop Health Authority as the estates and energy manager, and is a chartered electrical engineer. His work at the hospital involved looking after the engineering
content of all the hospital buildings. As a child Derek spent some time in
Iraq as his father worked out there as an engineer. Derek originally
comes from Dukinfield.
Margaret Hallsworth who most of you know has recently had a hip replacement operation and is recovering well.
Next month I will give you another update on our committee members.
As autumn approaches we get really busy with our fund raising activities
which will be detailed in Sue Howard’s section. There is to be another
event which is to raise money for Macmillan. This will be a coffee morning and you may have seen this advertised on T.V. We will be holding
the coffee morning on Thursday the 26th September from 10am onwards. All monies raised will go to Macmillan, we are hoping for a good
turnout especially from the local community. It may be the first time people have been into our church and we intend to give them a very warm
welcome and hopefully they may visit us again.
Wendy

FUND RAISING
It is vital that we all continue to support the Fund Raising activities. The
costs of running the church are increasing while our income remains
stagnant. This is not a complaint, it is a fact. One of the best ways we
can raise money is to try to attend as many fund raising activities where
hopefully we can make money and have a good time as well.
Please check the notice board regularly for information.
Ken

WARDEN’S NOTES
One of the main tasks of a congregation like ours is to provide a support
structure for each other.
We are all aware that some of our members are not as well as they
would like to be. Some people have been in hospital over the summer
and are thankfully on the road to recovery. Sadly some people remain in
hospital and some are seriously ill. Other people have family problems
causing them concern. Some people are recently bereaved. This is not
peculiar to Stalybridge Unitarian Church; this is just how life is.
It is at difficult times like this when people with concerns of any kind
must feel able to come to church and be able to talk through their problems in a loving and thoughtful community. It is vital that people feel that
they are being thought of even when their own lives are going through a
tough time.
Andrew provides a lot of pastoral care but it up to all of us to do our bit
whenever possible. The smallest thing may seem nothing to us but if it
helps someone then it is certainly worth doing.
Ken

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 6th October at 11am. This will be a Family
service and will include contributions from The Unitarian Young People’s
Group.
As in recent years there will only be a small display of harvest produce
arranged by some members of the committee. We would ask members
of the congregation to donate funds to our chosen charity which this
year is SEND A CHILD TO HUCKLOW. This is an extremely worthwhile
cause which has been providing holidays for disadvantaged children at
Great Hucklow for over fifty years.
The ladies congregational Society will also be hosting a Home Bake
Stall after the service. I know they will be glad of your support.

ERIC CATON
We were saddened to hear of the death of Mr Eric Caton. Eric was a
committed member of this community even after the family moved to
Menston. He was a regular visitor at our Summer and Christmas Fairs.
There was no funeral as Eric had arranged for his body to be donated
to medical science.
Your warden sent a condolence card to the family and we hope that
Norah and the family are able to come to terms with their sad loss.

TOM WHITEHEAD
Our dear friend and former Warden Tom Whitehead will be celebrating
his 90th Birthday on 30th August. Tom has done so much work for the
Church and Sunday School that it would be almost impossible to list it
all here. On behalf of the congregation I would like to thank Tom for all
his work and to wish him a happy birthday. The service on Sunday 1st
September will be an excellent opportunity for all of us to congratulate
Tom personally.

UYPG members with their books presented during the
Anniversary Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
I am so pleased we have finally had some summer this year and hope
that although we’ve had a bit of a break of social events at church
you’ve all managed to keep yourselves busy and happy. We have had
a meeting recently and have now organised a few events for the end of
summer/autumn.
First of all we shall be holding a cream tea bring and buy afternoon at
our home at 75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton, OL6 6QZ on 7th September. It
will start from 2 pm and go on till 4.30 pm, so do please all come along
and hopefully we can enjoy a cream tea in the garden (weather permitting). This event has been held at Derek Clayton’s home over the previous few years, but unfortunately Derek has not been all that well recently, so we decided to give him a break and hold it at ours!
On 22nd September, after morning service we shall be holding an indoor picnic in church at a cost of £5 each. Please do stay for an informal lunch and chat. This will be followed by a GeoCache Treasure
Hunt. Details of this can be found elsewhere in this magazine and
sounds to be fun! We need to know if you intend to come to the picnic
for catering purposes, so please put your names on the list.
On Thursday 26th September, we shall be holding a coffee morning in
aid of the McMillan Cancer Support Charity. It starts at 10am and further details of this event can also be found elsewhere in this magazine.
Suffice to say, we would appreciate as much support as possible for
this worthwhile charitable cause.
On 4th October, we are lucky enough to have the Piano Player and
Friends coming to entertain us, starting at 7.30pm. They are always a
fantastic night out, so do please come along. The charge will be £6 for
which you will be entertained and will have a buffet supper provided. A
list will be put up shortly, so once again please put your names up if
you wish to come.
I hope that is enough for you to be getting on with and we really need
the support of all of you to keep our church running, so do please try
and attend events or come up with other ideas to try and raise money if
you’re not happy with what we already have arranged. You would be
welcome to attend our next Fund Raising meeting which will be held on
Monday 9th September at church at 7.15pm.
Sue Howard

TREASURE HUNT AND INDOOR PICNIC
On Sunday 22nd September I will be running a Treasure Hunt and Indoor Picnic inspired by the World of Geocaching.
Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game using GPSenabled devices. Participants navigate to a specific set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the geocache (container) hidden at that
location.
Geocaches can be found all over the world. It is common for geocachers to hide caches in locations that are important to them, reflecting a
special interest or skill of the cache owner. These locations can be
quite diverse. They may be at your local park, at the end of a long hike,
underwater or on the side of a city street.
It is expected that if you take something from the geocache then you
must leave something behind of equal or greater value.
What I intend for our afternoon is that, after the usual Sunday service
there will be a picnic lunch followed by, those who think they are able, a
wander through Gorse Hall and Cheetham's Park to hunt for Treasure.
There might even be a chest of goodies at the end if we complete the
challenge!!! The afternoon of fun and fresh air is more aimed for the
younger members and families of the congregation however everyone
is welcome, even if you only feel like the lunch.
All you need to do is let us know that you will be joining us and bring
your coats and sensible walking shoes.
We hope you see you there, Jennifer x

CREAM TEA AND BRING & BUY SALE
SATURDAY 7th SEPTEMBER
2 PM TO 4.30 PM
AT THE HOME OF KEN AND SUE HOWARD

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th September commencing at 3pm. The hostess to be arranged later.

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
1st September
8th September
15th September
22nd September
29th September

Mr & Mrs Geoff Spiby IMO The Schofield Family
Mr David Dawson IMO Mr & Mrs Harry Dawson
Mrs Janet Pearson IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
Mr Bill Atkin IMO Mrs Margaret Atkin
Mr Alan Rosling IMO Rev & Mrs J.P. Rosling,
Christopher, Margaret & David

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
We will be holding the a MacMillan coffee morning on Thursday the
26th September from 10am onwards. Please join us and invite your
friends and family. All monies raised will go to Macmillan.

STEWARDS FOR SEPTEMBER
1st September
8th September
15th September
22nd September
29th September
6th October

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
1st September
8th September
15th September
22nd September
29th September

Without Title
Maestoso
Praludium
Pastorale
(Harvest) Hymn Tune

M. Fischer
A. Guilmant
A. Dvorak
J. Rogers
A. Sullivan

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift of God,
which is why we call it the present.”
Bil Keane

