CHALICE
September 2014

50 pence

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
And
SUNDAY SCHOOL
(A Free Christian Congregation)
Forester Drive, Stalybridge

Stalybridge Unitarian Church is a
Free Christian Congregation.
A member of The East Cheshire Union of Unitarian and
Free Christian Churches.
A member of The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free
Christian Churches.
A member of The North Cheshire Unitarian Sunday
School Union
A member of The Unitarian Christian Association

THE CHALICE
STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
MAGAZINE
September 2014

This issue of Chalice is
sponsored by Julie Mather
who sends greeting from
Fleetwood

MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
You will all no doubt be aware by now that a number of weddings and christenings that were originally planned to be held at Old Chapel Dukinfield will
now be held at our church. The first few have already been held successfully
and we are pleased that we are able to help out our friends at Old Chapel at
this difficult time for them. It is also a pleasure to welcome more wedding
couples to church and families for christenings than we would otherwise do.
Some of the couples and families have already joined us on Sunday mornings and we have been delighted to see them.
Most of you will also be aware that our church building is smaller than Old
Chapel. Many of the couples and families for these services have already
sent out invitations on the basis of the seating capacity at Old Chapel. We
normally have about 60 chairs set out in church but for most of these services over 100 guests are expected. Experience of the first few services has
shown that it is not sensible to keep putting out extra chairs and then removing them after each service and so for the next few months we will need to
increase the number of chairs in church to the maximum. In order to do this
safely, and to retain a space large enough for a wedding or christening to
take place the horseshoe formation which we use at Christmas is the only
viable arrangement. This makes it difficult to use the pulpit because of its
position so far to one side. Therefore I will remain at the reading desk for the
present so that I am not preaching to the backs of some people's heads. As
the weeks progress we will no doubt come up with more ideas as we see
how things run so we will constantly review the situation and change things
as and when it seems appropriate.
Quite apart from this current situation we have a healthy number of weddings and christenings of our own and the numbers attending them are increasing. Attendance at our Sunday service is also increasing and when we
have a special service such as the 150th Anniversary Service, the Carol Service or a Memorial Service we struggle to fit everyone in. Many times in the
last few years I have wished that we could have an extension! Thinking
about this I remembered that some time ago the suggestion was put forward
that we should remove the choir pews. I refrained from commenting on this
at the time but having now given more thought to it I think I should outline for
you the advantages that this would bring.
I understand that removing the choir pews was considered when the church
was altered and the main body of pews removed. At the time it seemed sensible to retain the choir pews, not least because there was a choir using
them every week.

We no longer have a choir, only Ken and Tom regularly use the choir pews
now. Despite several appeals in recent years no one has come forward to
join the choir. So the time has probably arrived for us to accept that the
choir pews are redundant and are taking up a quarter of the church for no
benefit.
Removing them would bring a number of benefits. Chief among them is that
it would create a raised open space which would be very useful. At our
Sunday services it would enable the congregation to see any contributions
by the children better and it would give me a more flexible area in which to
conduct worship. At weddings, the couple would be able to stand with the
best man and bridesmaids where the choir pews are now. This would be
better for me conducting the service and it would enable the guests to see
the couple better during the service. At funerals, the coffin could be placed
in front of the Communion Table and it would be visible. At present we have
to remove the front row of chairs for a funeral (which reduces the seating
capacity) and place the coffin sideways because if it is placed between the
choir pews it can only be seen by people sitting right on the aisle. At christenings, which now seem to be attended by more people than weddings,
we have to get as many chairs into church as we can but this makes using
the font difficult and if the family stand around the font they are hidden from
some of the congregation anyway by the choir pews.
It would be better to conduct christenings in the raised area which would be
created in front of the Communion Table. Last but not least, the congregation would be able to see the Communion Table!
All this is before we even begin to think of the advantages it would bring to
our social events. We would have more room for stalls at our two fairs and
when we have concerts there would be a raised platform for the performers
which would even be large enough to seat a brass band!
These are just my thoughts however and remember, I am looking at this
primarily from the point of view of a minister, not a member of the congregation. Your perspective may be different but it is just as valid. It is your
church and you must decide what is best.
Every blessing,
Andrew

Weddings

23rd August. Colin Delamare and Catherine Ann Cannings, the Minister officiating.
It has been wonderful to be able to get to know Colin and Cath and we are delighted that they are now very much a part of our fellowship here at church.
We wish them every happiness for their future.
24th August. Paul Barrington and Kelly Ann Bagwell, the Rev P A Shaw officiating.
29th August. Scott Marty Pullen and Victoria Flynn, the Re P A Shaw officiating.

Baptism

31st August conducted by the Minister. Freddie Jax McMaster born on the 5th
June 2014 the son of Danielle Louise Brearley and Anthony Robert McMaster.
We welcome Freddie to the family of the Church and pray for God's blessing to
be with him throughout his life.

WARDEN’S NOTES
I hope you have all had an enjoyable summer. I was particularly delighted that
England managed to win three Test Matches.
Over the summer period attendance at church has remained high even through
the height of the holiday season.
We have been pleased to welcome quite a few new worshippers and all of
them have commented how welcome and comfortable they felt with us.
It is inevitable that we will attract new people and it is one of our strengths that
we are able to make them feel relaxed when they are at church
People come to church for many different reasons and it is not for us to question them. Our task is to make them feel valued members of our congregation.
If we do that we are honouring the history of Stalybridge Unitarian Church and
Sunday School and continuing its work as a place for Unitarian Free Christians
to worship in Stalybridge.
Ken

OLD CHAPEL DUKINFIELD
I expect by now you are all aware that Old Chapel Dukinfield have been forced
to close the Chapel building while investigations are ongoing following the discovery of dry rot in the ceiling. Old Chapel are currently holding their church
services in the Sunday School Hall.

We have agreed to offer the use of our church for all weddings and Christenings
already booked at Old Chapel should the families involved want to use our
church. A full list is on the notice board.
I am sure you will all agree that this is the least we can do for Old Chapel. We
must hope and pray that they are able to resolve this problem sooner rather
than later.

HARVEST LUNCH

This will be held after the morning service on Sunday 28th September. Lunch will
consist of soup and a roll plus a sweet. The cost will be £6 each. Please put
your name on the notice on the board.

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE

This will be held on Sunday 28th September at 11am. As in previous years the
committee will arrange a display of fresh fruit and vegetables.
As an additional feature we are also inviting all members of the congregation to
bring tinned and packet goods (not fresh). These items will be presented during
the service and they will then be donated to a local Food Bank. We really hope
that all members of the congregation feel they are able to donate something.
Some of the items required by Food Banks are: Powdered Milk, Sugar, Tea
Bags, Instant Coffee, Rice, Pasta, Cereals, Tinned Tomatoes, Tinned Soup, Instant Mash, Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Fruit, Jam, Biscuits.

HOLIDAYS – REV A R PARKER

Andrew will be taking his remaining holiday as follows:
Sunday 7th September
Service conducted by Ken Howard
Sunday 14th September
Service conducted by (to be confirmed)
Sunday 21st September
Service conducted by Ken Howard
Sunday 16th November
FAVOURITE HYMNS SERVICE
Sunday 23rd November
Service conducted by Derek Clayton
During this holiday period please contact the Warden in the event of any urgent
pastoral needs.

NEW ARRIVALS
Since the last issue of Chalice we are pleased to report that Nicola and Stephen
Tann have had a baby girl named Charlotte.
Nicki and Martin Parker have had twin boys named Robert and Sam.
Alison and Pete Lever have had a baby girl, Adele; Kirsten and Andrew Swift
have also got a baby girl, Pixie Bow.
We wish them all the best and hope to see them at church soon.

WEDDING

Cath and Colin were married in church on Saturday 23rd August. The Minister
officiated. We would like to wish them a long and happy married life together.

FAVOURITE HYMNS SERVICE

This will be held on Sunday 16th November at 11am. Please let Ken have your
favourite hymn and tune etc. as soon as possible.

MEN'S GUILD
The Men's Guild continues to meet most Tuesdays in the upstairs room. The
evening consists of a few games of snooker, a lot of mistakes and quite a few
laughs. we complete the evening with a drink in The Wharf Tavern. We do not
go every week so it is probably best to check with Ken before making a special trip.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Well I don’t think we can complain about our summer this year – we have had
some glorious days, haven’t we and still a few more to come I hope. Our summer fair went off well and we managed to make a little over £793 which was a
great effort, so thanks must go to all who worked so hard on the stalls and
those of you who came and supported us.
By the time you get this Chalice, we shall probably be nearing September, so
let me just remind you that we shall be holding a summer cream tea at our
house (75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton) on Saturday 6th September from 2pm. We
held it here last year, so most of you will know where to come I think. It will be
a bring and buy as well, so please come along and enjoy a get together with
friends and family – we’d love to see you and just hope it is good enough to sit
out, otherwise it will be very cosy!
We have a few things lined up for you, so after our cream tea, the next event
will be a harvest lunch of soup and rolls and a sweet to be held in church after
the harvest service on Sunday 28th September. A notice will go up shortly, so
please put your name down, so we know how many to cater for.
Following that we are happy to announce that Patchwork will come and entertain us on Friday 24th October. We shall have potato pie that night, so once
again, please put your name on the list when the notice goes up.
We then get into Christmas events with the Christmas Fair at 11.00am on Saturday 29th November and the Christmas party on Saturday 13th December at 3
pm. We will need names on the list for the Christmas party with children’s
names and ages on, so although it is a bit early for the notice to go up yet,
bear it in mind and look out for it later in the year.

Following our success at the Arts and Crafts last year, we aim to do even better this year and intend to have some expert advice on Friday 16th January
2015 when skilled members and friends will come along and show us how to
get the best results in the adult classes of Arts and Crafts.
Anyone who feels they could assist (be it dressmaking, knitting, photography,
writing or any of the many other skills required, please let us know and we can
hopefully pass on your skills to members of our church who will be entering .
Following on from this, we shall be having a picnic lunch after the service on
Sunday 25th January, after which we shall try and help our young people with
the skills they need for their entries. Once again, anyone who feels they could
help would be most welcome just let us know.
That’s about it for now, except to say our next meeting shall be on Monday 8th
September at 7.15pm and anyone interested in fund raising or social events
are most welcome to attend. We need as much help as possible especially
with new ideas.
Look forward to seeing you at our next event.
Sue Howard

The children's church garden in full bloom

WOMEN’S LEAGUE

The September meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd at 3pm.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
I know that it seems very early to be thinking about Christmas,
but these days Christmas lunch parties are so popular that bookings
have started already.
We have decided to book at Oaklands Hall Godley for Tuesday 2nd
December. The cost is £12.95 for 2 courses or £14.95 for 3 courses.
Please either put your name on the list on the notice board or give
me a ring if you want to join us.
The menu is also on the notice board. As usual, all Church members and friends are very welcome.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER

7th
14th
21st
28th

Mr & Mrs Geoff Spiby
Mr & Mrs David Dawson
Mrs Janet Pearson
Mr Bill Atkins

lMO The Schofield Family
lMO Mr & Mrs Harry Dawson
IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
IMO Mrs Margaret Atkins

STEWARDS FOR SEPTEMBER
7th September
14th September
21st September
28th September
5th October

Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE

7th September Andante Tranquillo
G. Murray
14th September Minuet
G. Bohm
21st September Interlude
A. hesse
28th September The floors shall be full of wheat

