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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
You may know that August is often referred to in the Press as the silly season. It's a time when Parliament is not sitting and the news we read is meant
to be of a frivolous nature and by definition therefore, not to be taken too seriously. At least one news item that perhaps should not be taken lightly was
the decision of the BBC to broadcast a segment of Songs of Praise from the
makeshift tarpaulin church known as St Michaels situated at the refugee
camp in Calais. It would be hard not to be aware of the Calais based refugee
crisis since the TV news reports and front page newspaper stories covered
stories of the attempts of desperate refugees trying to leave there for England. Since then nine people have died in the attempt to do so. The conditions in the camp or camps holding some 5000 people are dire to say the
least. On our side of the Channel anti-immigrant sentiments have been
whipped up by politicians and the media. It would be hard not to recognise
that too.
The Church of England received much criticism for speaking out on behalf of
refugees and for supporting the BBC Songs of Praise programme that made
the obvious connection and the point that Christians have a responsibility to
speak out for the poor and for the stranger in our midst. Giles Fraser, the Anglican Priest in a recent newspaper article seemed to be saying that the theologically the basis for such solidarity is "probably Galatians 3.28: There is
no longer Jew or Greek … for you are all one in Christ." I know why he said it
but I prefer Christ's injunction to love one's neighbour regardless of religious
affiliation, to show compassion: 'go thou and do likewise' he said after telling
the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). I would say that Christians should make a humanitarian response to a humanitarian crisis regardless of the faith or religion of those in need. I think they do, and it was a great
initiative to get out the message through Songs of Praise on Sunday August
8th.
On a lighter and more personal note I would just like to say how much I have
enjoyed getting to know everyone a little more each Sunday and at the occasional social event. I really enjoyed our evening at Compo's Cafe in
Holmfirth. The fish and chips were excellent! Thanks to you all for your kind
support and welcome.
All good wishes,
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
I hope you have all had an enjoyable summer. The weather was far
from perfect but on a personal note I was particularly delighted that
England managed to regain the Ashes.
As usual church attendances have been slightly down during the
holiday period but we are slowly getting back to normal.
We are now two months into the trial Ministry of Rev Bob Pounder
and I hope you are enjoying the services. Bob really wants to
please all the congregation and we should all support him in these
efforts. To simply keep doing things in the same way is easy; there
is nothing wrong with trying new things even if they do not always
work perfectly.
Bob wants to try some new things from time to time and there is
nothing wrong with that. Some people will like new things and others will not. We all know that it is impossible to please all of the
people all of the time. It should be noted that Bob is not insisting
that these new ideas will be a regular part of every service. Different things will be tried from time to time basically to see if the congregation likes them or not. Bob really wants to know what people
like, he wants to conduct services that inspire and please all of us.
He is particularly interested in ensuring that the young people feel
part of the service and to that end he would prefer it if the UYPG
members could sit at the front of church. That way everybody can
see how the children react to their story.
It is important to note that nothing will be forced on the congregation and both Bob and myself will happily listen to any constructive
criticism.
On another subject Bob is more than happy to visit anyone who requires a pastoral visit. Please feel free to contact Bob if necessary.
Ken

HARVEST LUNCH AND BRASS BAND CONCERT
This will be held after the morning service on Sunday 4th October. Lunch
will consist of soup and a roll plus a sweet. Please put your name on the
notice on the board if you require lunch.
Following the lunch there will be a concert given by Denton Brass. Please
tell all your friends and family about this.
The price will be £8 per person for the lunch and the concert.
Entrance to the brass band concert ONLY will be £5

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
This will be held on Sunday 20th September at 12.15pm.
The Agenda will be:
The trial Ministry of Rev Bob Pounder.
Possible alterations to choir stalls.
Possible amendments to the Constitution.
Any Other Business
For obvious reasons Rev Bob Pounder will not be attending this meeting.
Please ensure that you all come along to help us decide on these important issues.

HOLIDAYS
Sue and I will be away on holiday in Brittany from 3rd to 16th September
inclusive. In the event of emergency please contact Wendy Maher or Rev
Bob Pounder.
Ken

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 4th October at 11am. As Bob has a previously booked a holiday the service will be conducted by Ken Howard. As in previous years the committee will arrange a display of
fresh fruit and vegetables.
Like last year we are also inviting all members of the congregation
to bring tinned and packet goods (not fresh). These items will be
presented during the service and they will then be donated to a local
Food Bank. We really hope that all members of the congregation
feel they are able to donate something.
Some of the items required by Food Banks are: Powdered Milk,
Sugar, Tea Bags, Instant Coffee, Rice, Pasta, Cereals, Tinned Tomatoes, Tinned Soup, Instant Mash, Tinned Vegetables, Tinned
Fruit, Jam, Biscuits.

Afternoon tea at Ken and Sue’s

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
It seems a while since I last wrote my bit for Chalice, but I hope you
had a good summer and are now getting prepared for what we hope
will be a pleasant autumn. Our summer fair was very successful and
we made in excess of £850. The cream tea at our house in July also
proved successful, despite the weather doing its best to spoil things.
Very many thanks to all who helped in any way or supported – it all
helped produce much needed funds. Many thanks to Bill as well for
organising our annual trip to Compo’s Chippy.
Our next event will be a brass band concert on the afternoon of the
Harvest Service and after a harvest lunch on 4th October. The lunch
will be held right after the service, so if you would like to come to the
lunch, please enter your name on the list on the board. Once lunch is
finished, Denton Brass will perform for us with their usual skill and enthusiasm. If you intend to have lunch and then stay for the concert, the
price will be £8. If you are only coming for the concert, then the price
will be £5. I’m sure it will be a lovely afternoon, so please keep the
date free. Further information regarding the harvest service is elsewhere in this edition of Chalice.
The event after that will be the live music quiz with Patchwork providing the musical clues! This will be on Friday 23rd October. A potato
pie supper will be served during the evening, so please check the notice board and put your name down if you would like to test your musical knowledge, listen to some good music and enjoy a potato pie supper.
If you know of any good ideas for fund raising events, please let someone on the committee know, or come along to our next fund raising
meeting, the dates of which are always announced during the notices
at the morning service.
See you at our next event.
Sue Howard

CHILDREN'S LETTERS TO GOD
Dear God:
•

If You watch me in church Sunday, I'll show You my new shoes.

•

Did you invent skateboards? Do you have them up in Heaven too?
I love mine a lot and can do lots of tricks already. Do you like
watching me?
I'm sorry I forgot the words to your songs yesterday in Sunday
School. I don't sing that good anyway so sometimes I just hum
along. Is that o.k. with you?
Do you throw the lightening down at us? It scares me a lot when it
goes BOOM. Please stop it.
Molly got new pink shoes, and I want them. Is that bad? I won't
steal them or anything, but would you send me some too?
Would you make me a little brother? I want to have someone to
boss around like my brother does me.
My dog, Bowser is getting really old now. He gets up slowly and
doesn't keep up with me anymore when we run. Mummy says he's
going to die one day. Could you just make him a puppy again instead?
I have no best friend. Everyone at school seems to have a best
friend but me. Could you send me one, please? And hurry.
I have a spelling test on Tuesday. I never get all the words right.
Maybe you could help me this time. Or is that cheating?
I have a lizard named Ernie. He only has three feet because one of
them got caught in the door. I didn't mean to do it though. Would
you fix it back again?
Do you know when I'm bad or good? Or is that just Santa Claus?
Do you listen to my prayers every night? Do you really know when I
only pretend to brush my teeth? Don't tell Mummy, O.K.?
I read the Bible. What does 'begat' mean? Nobody will tell me.
Did you mean for the giraffe to look like that or was it an accident?
Instead of letting people die and having to make new ones, why
don't You just keep the ones You have now?
I went to this wedding and they kissed right in church. Is that okay?

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

WOMEN’S LEAGUE

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd September at 3pm.
All Ladies welcome, please let me know if you are intending to
come, for catering purposes.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER

6th Mr & Mrs G. Spiby
13th Mr David Dawson 20th Mrs Janet Pearson
27th Mr Bill Atkin

IMO The Schofield Family
IMO Mr & Mrs Harry Dawson
IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
IMO Mrs Margaret Atkin

STEWSEPTEMBER
6th September
13th September
20th September
27th September
4th October

ARDS
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE

6th September
13th September
20th September
27th September

Adagietto.
Miserere
Pageant
A Jaunty Tune

Gustav Mahler
Gregorio Allegri
June Nixon
Rosalie Bonighton

FOR

