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WARDEN’S NOTES
As I mentioned in a recent sermon you can normally find something
if you know where to look!
When we were trying to have the snooker table removed, it was obvious it would be a tricky job due to it being upstairs. Dismantling a
snooker table is complicated, and certainly not a job for amateurs.
When Jennifer eventually managed to find a purchaser, she kept a
close eye on the work and she was shown where all the connecting
bolts are located, in secret compartments underneath the pockets.
Like I said, you just need to know where to look!
Our church has provided a place of Unitarian and Free Christian
worship for over 150 years. It is a place of worship built on the
blood, sweat, tears and love of many people who went before us.
During our existence things have inevitably changed, that is how
life is. Removing the snooker table is another change, but it is a
change designed to improve things. The room has now been
changed to make a suitable, safe space for the children of the Sunday School. It is important that we encourage young people to enjoy their time with us and to make it as comfortable as possible for
them.
Many things have changed over the past 156 years, but one thing
has remained constant. Our worship of God and our devotion to the
message of Jesus remains strong.
Contrary to the opinion of some people within the denomination,
there are still a lot of Unitarian Free Christians within the General
Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches.
You just need to know where to look!!
Ken Howard

MINISTER
We have now been included on the Vacant Pulpit List managed
by The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches, we are offering a 50% Stipend and 50% Manse Allowance. To date we have not received any replies and/or applications.
In the meantime, we will ensure that we arrange Lay People to
conduct services every Sunday.

LAY PREACHERS
We are extremely grateful to all the people who continue to conduct our services during the interregnum. Mr Len Elias has already conducted quite a few services for us. Len has kindly offered to conduct two services per month commencing January
2019. The committee had no hesitation in accepting this very
kind offer and we look forward to seeing Len and Sue with us
on a more regular basis.

CHURCH REDECORATION
By the time you read this edition of Chalice the redecoration of
church should be complete. We would like to thank Bateman’s
Decorators of Bolton for their assistance in enabling us to continue with normal services during the work.
We hope you all like the new colour scheme.

SNOOKER TABLE
After a couple of false starts Jennifer Price eventually succeeded to persuade someone to purchase and remove the snooker
table.
The upstairs room has now been reorganised by Jennifer and
Clare and it is now a safe space for the Sunday School children.
Please feel free to go upstairs to see the changes.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell
and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly in our thoughts and in our prayers.

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 7th October at 11am. The service
will be conducted by Ken Howard.
The committee will organise a suitable display of fruit, flowers
and vegetables.
Once again, we would like to ask members of the congregation
to make donations of dried and tinned food. As in previous
years these items will be donated to a local food bank.
The Harvest Service will be followed by a Soup and Sweet
Lunch.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2018
This will take place on 11th November 2018. This year is one of
special significance as it is 100 years since the signing of The
Armistice Agreement to signify the end of fighting to bring The
Great War to an end.
This year we are grateful to Rev Andrew Parker for his offer to
conduct this service. Andrew is making plans and we hope to
be able to mirror the service being held at The Cenotaph in
Whitehall.
It is important that we can observe the two minutes silence at
11am PROMPT.
Can all members of the congregation please be seated by
10.50am at the latest.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2018
Sunday 23rd September

12.45pm

Sunday 7th October

11am

Sunday 11th November

10.45am

Saturday 24th November
11.30am
th
Saturday 8 December
3.00pm
Wednesday 12th December 2.30pm
Sunday 23rd December

4pm

Christening of Rowan
Cornelius Reide
Harvest Thanksgiving
Service
Remembrance Sunday
Service
Christmas Fair
Christmas Party at Church
Christmas Lunch at Waggon
and Horses
Family Carol Service

These are the services and events already organised. Please keep your
eye on the notice board/ Chalice for any additions/alterations.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well I think I spoke too soon when I said we had been going through a
fantastic heat wave resulting in a great start to the summer, as we only
had to mention our summer cream tea at our house and the heavens
opened. Many thanks to all who came and helped support us and although we were stuck inside, we managed to give everyone their tea and
everyone had a good chance for a chat and catch up. We raised approximately £182 so once again very many thanks for your support.
Whilst I’m talking about fund raising we have to date made £1220 at the
summer fair and little bits of money are still coming in. This is a few hundred more than last year, so congratulations to all who made this possible
– your efforts are well appreciated. We still have some of Peggy Whitehead’s paintings hanging in the committee room which are for sale, so
please feel free to have a look at them (the prices are on each item) and
if you want one, just pass the money to a committee member if I am not
around.
As mentioned in the July/August edition of Chalice, a few people had expressed an interest in having a drive to The Nightingale Centre at Great
Hucklow for a picnic and games afternoon on the field. We planned to go
on Sunday 12th August after morning service, but unfortunately the Nightingale Centre was fully booked for that weekend and could not accommodate us, even just for playing on the field, so we had to cancel it. We are
trying to arrange a new date, so please keep your eyes on the noticeboard for new information.

As you will see, there is a notice on the board regarding a picnic lunch
followed by a Treasure Hunt (arranged by Jennifer) after the service on
2nd September. It is not far away now, so please put your name up if
you want to take part in either the picnic lunch, the treasure hunt or
both, so we have an idea of how many to cater for.
It was also suggested that we hold a few craft evenings, so that those
who do well at the Arts and Crafts could pass on their skills to those of
us who are perhaps not so talented A couple of subjects mentioned
have been pressed flowers and photography. We thought we could
have a light supper and then get to it. If anyone has any skills and
would be prepared to pass them on to others, please contact a committee member or if you have any ideas of what you would like help with,
please let us know and we will try and find an ‘expert’. There is a notice
on the board, so please put your name up if you are interested in coming along and if you are interested in helping others less talented than
yourself and we shall try and fix up a date.
A notice will shortly be going up for a soup and sweet lunch after the
Harvest Service on 7th October. Please look out for it and put your
name up if you would like to attend.
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 10th September at
7.15pm at church, so please come along if you have any ideas or would
like to help at fund raising evenings.
Sue Howard

Members of the UYPG during the Anniversary Service and
UYPG Prize Giving

CHUNKY CHALICE
As Stalybridge Unitarian Church is now the holders of the metal
Chalice, I thought you might like to know of its origin and why.
In the late 1970’s Old Chapel used to have a family service once
a month. As the Youth Club and Sunday School children were
taking part in one, singing “This Liberal Light of Mine” all holding
cardboard coloured chalices we needed a chalice that we could
light with a flame! One of the youth leaders, Martin Herod was a
metal worker so he designed and made the Chalice which was of
green solid metal it was named the “Chunky Chalice”.
It became redundant as Old Chapel had a silver one presented
also the end of NELECUMDA, this chalice had been housed in
my cupboard since until Stalybridge started to use the Unitarian
symbol of our faith at the beginning of the service. The one that
was being used was rather small I decided that your Church
would benefit from the one I had. It was lovely to see that Ken
Howard had sprayed it with gold paint making it less chunky and
also blending in with the brass vases which hold the flowers each
Sunday.
The song we sang was part of the UYPL ritual when we met up at
Great Hucklow on Youth Activities, we had a song book of all
UYPL one (in fact I think I still have a copy), see if Ken remembers the song and words?
It is lovely to see Alfie light the flame each week, it seems as if
this Chunky Chalice has now found its home and especially as a
young member is lighting it – which is what originally intended for
our Youth.
Thank you Stalybridge for giving it a home.
Janet Ford

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
2nd Mr & Mrs G. Spiby IMO The Schofield Family
9th

Mr David Dawson IMO Mr & Mrs Harry Dawson
th

Mrs Janet Pearson IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah

rd

Mr Bill Atkin

th

Donated by the Church

16
23

30

IMO Mrs Margaret Atkin

STEWARDS FOR SEPTEMBER
2nd September

Bill Atkin

9th

September

Jennifer Price

th

September

Wendy Maher

rd

September

Ken Howard

th

September

Bill Atkin

October

Jennifer Price

16
23
30
th

7

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd September

For the Beauty of the Earth

9th

Caro Mio Ben

Giordani

16th September

Marche Nuptiale

Gounod

23rd September

Now Thank We All Our God

30th September

Air

September

Lampe

