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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
What a summer we’ve had. The weather has ranged from the hottest on record, to rainfall of Biblical proportions. I wonder if any of
you thought about building yourselves an ark! I’m sure that all the
warnings about global warming and the resultant problems are true.
Nevertheless summer is a wonderful time of the year, the days are
long, and as a result everyone seems to be in a better mood. We’ve
even had some success at the cricket! Wonders will never cease.
Whatever you’ve been doing this summer, I hope that you’ve enjoyed it.
Autumn is now fast approaching. The days are becoming shorter,
and yet we can all look forward to “the season of mist and mellow
fruitfulness.” Many people’s favourite time of the year.
There is a special afternoon programmed for Thursday 26th September, when we have invited members from Dean Row and Hale
Chapels to join us here at Stalybridge for a social event. Please put
a note in your diaries as we would like to have as many people here
as possible. Further details will be given out in the Sunday notices,
nearer the time.
And if you just fancy a night in with a good book, don’t forget that
our library is now getting much better stocked. Why not borrow a
book?
I’m also very much looking forward to some future services when
our Sunday School children will take over the first section and not
only lead us in worship, but also tell us what they have been doing.
Exciting times ahead.
God bless you all.
Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

Every single one of us have good days and bad days.
A few weeks ago, Margaret Barber’s excellent address following the England win of the Cricket World Cup put a marker
down as to what life is really like.
Nothing is ever certain. A lost cause can end in triumph and,
conversely, a winning position can end in disappointment.
For most people the euphoria of winning is just as fragile as
the pain of losing. We celebrate the win and we complain
about the defeat, but sooner or later everything goes back to
“normal”.
That is what life is really like, a series of ups and downs which
we all must cope with as well as we can. The trick is to enjoy
the “ups” and fight through the “downs”. Above all we must
keep trying to succeed.
I hope you all had a good summer. We now look forward together to a very busy time at church during autumn and winter.
Ken

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell
and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly
in our thoughts and in our prayers.

VISIT OF MEMBERS FROM DEAN ROW CHAPEL
Some members of Dean Row Chapel will be visiting Stalybridge
Unitarian Church on Thursday 26th September (in the afternoon).
They will be given a tour of the church plus a short talk on our history. We would like as many members of our congregation to attend to meet, greet and look after these visitors. An afternoon tea
will be served. Please put your name on the list on the notice
board.

CONGRATULATIONS
Betty Bredbury will celebrate her 90th birthday on 24th September,
we all hope Betty enjoys the inevitable celebrations with her family
and friends.
Barry and Sue Shaw have moved into their new house in Lytham.
Sue will also celebrate her 70th Birthday during September.

THANKS
Barry Shaw has kindly donated an electronic organ to church. This
organ was originally owned by Mossley (Christian) Unitarian
Church. It has the facility to play pre-recorded music and will be
used in an emergency If Barry is unable to get to church because
of bad weather etc. We would like to thank Barry for this generous
donation.

DINNER PARTY
Emma Skeldon is organising a Dinner Party at church on Saturday
12th October. All the details are on the notice board. This promises
to be a very good evening with the full works including a three
course meal and waiter service! Please put your names on the
list.

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 6th October at 11am. The service will
be conducted by Jennifer Price.
The church committee will organise a suitable display of fruit, flowers and vegetables.
Once again, we would like to ask members of the congregation to
make donations of dried and tinned food etc. As in previous years
these items will be donated to a local food bank.
The service will be followed by a Soup and Sweet Lunch

Members of the UYPG receiving their books during the 157th
Anniversary Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well here we are approaching the end of a very mixed-weather
summer with some very wet spells and some very warm dry
spells, so I hope you all feel refreshed and ready to roll, though
holidays don’t always leave you feeling refreshed!
We are all ready to start a bit of fundraising again, so here goes.
First of all, we shall be holding our Craft Night starting at 7pm on
Friday 6th September. Please come along if you feel you have
any ideas to offer us or if you might like to see what other people
do and perhaps learn a new craft. Tea and cakes will be served
at a cost of £3 each. Perhaps we can make something suitable
for the Christmas Fair.
There was to be a picnic and treasure hunt held on 8th September after the morning service, but as there are only four children
on the list for the treasure hunt, we have decided to hold a lunch
instead. We shall be serving hot roast beef sandwiches and a
sweet of some sort. If the weather is good, something will still
be arranged for the children outside, but in the meantime, please
put your name on the list on the notice board if you wish to partake of the beef sandwiches.
On the 26th September, a Thursday, we shall be entertaining a
group of ladies and gents from Dean Row Chapel. They will
have a look around our church, listen to a short talk about the
church and then be served with an afternoon tea. We would appreciate some of the members of our congregation being present to welcome them. There will be a list on the board, so
please put your names up if you would like to come along. I’m
sure it will be a good opportunity to have a cup of tea and a chat
with some fellow Unitarians. We shall arrange a return visit to
Dean Row probably in springtime next year.

We shall be holding a games night on Friday 4th October including a supper, so if you enjoy playing board games or
other indoor games, please do come along. Again there is a
list to put your names on if you wish to join in.
On 6th October, after the Harvest Service, we shall be holding a soup and sweet lunch – these always seem to be popular, so once again, please enter your names on the list if
you wish to be there.
Emma Skeldon has kindly offered to do some fund raising
for us by hosting a dinner party to be held on Saturday 12th
October. It will be held at church, so will be easy to get to.
A menu is up on the board and looks delicious. Numbers
will have to be limited, so please put your name down as
soon as possible to ensure you get a seat. Emma says she
has two readymade serving waitresses with Grace and Ava
(I think little Iris is a little young yet even though she is growing up so fast). I think Alfie and Ben have also been persuaded to help out. I’m really looking forward to it – I’m
sure it will be a great night.
Just to remind you again, the Christmas Fair this year will be
held on 23rd November, so please put this date in your diary
as well to ensure you don’t miss it.
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 9th
September at church at 7.30pm. Anyone who feels they
could help in any way or have any good ideas for fund raising or social events, please do join us. We look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible at all or any of the above
events.
Sue Howard

FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER
1st

Mr & Mrs G. Spiby

IMO The Schofield Family

8th

Mr David Dawson

IMO Mr & Mrs Harry Dawson

15th Mrs Janet Pearson

IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah

22

nd

Mr Bill Atkin

29

th

Provided by the Church

IMO Mrs Margaret Atkin

STEWARDS FOR SEPTEMBER
1st
8

th

September

Bill Atkin

September

Jennifer Price

th

15 September

Wendy Maher

22

nd

September

Ken Howard

29

th

September

Bill Atkin

October

Jennifer Price

6

th

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
1st
8th

September

Tempo Di Minuetto

M.B. Foster

September

Voluntary

D. McIntyre

Meditation

B. Hayner

-Allegro

W.J. Reynolds

th

15 September
nd

22 September
29th September

