
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

THE WAKEFIELD UNITARIAN 
 

The Newsletter of Westgate Chapel, Wakefield 
 

Telephone 01924-373307 

website: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/ 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. 

Its congregation was established in 1662 and became 

Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. 

It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, 

educational, political - and spiritual - development 

of Wakefield and its vicinity. 
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Thought for the month 

 
‘Each one of us can do a little to bring some portion of misery to an end.’ 

                               Albert Schweitzer 

 

Services in December at 10.30am on 4 and 25 December and at 3pm 

on 11 and 18 December 
       

   4 December                                          Stephen Carlile 

 11 December                                          Anthony Dawson 

 18 December                                          Rosemary Ridgway*  

 25 December                                          John Goodchild 

                 *The Chapel Carol Service 

  

Rota of Welcomers  
                                                              

  4 December                                                           Ralph Denby 

11 December                                                           Pat Howard  

18 December                                                           John Goodchild 

 

As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day indicated, you  

are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

 

The Westgate Forum, Tuesday, 6 December at 10.30am in the 

Vestry 

 
Perhaps on 6 December we can discuss Spiritual Hunger, what is it? How can it be 

nourished or satisfied?  
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The Chapel Carol Service, Sunday 18 December, 3pm – Volunteers 

sought 

 
Rosemary Ridgway is looking for volunteers to undertake readings for the Carol 

Service.  She has asked that you respond by 8 December and let her know what 

you propose to read. She can be contacted at 59 Jenkin Road, Horbury, Wakefield 

WF4 6DP, or by e-mail  rosemaryridgway@talktalk.net. 

  

One World Christmas Concert at Wakefield Cathedral, Sunday 18
th

 

December, Doors open 7pm  (Free)  

 
Music and Dance from Around the Globe!! Including Bootscraper (Balkan), 

Wheatsheaf Singers, Mestisa, Polish Trio, Cathedral Praise Singers, Wakefield 

Drumming Group, plus music and dance from Cameroon, Iran, and more!!!! 

Mince pies and mulled wine available.  The event has been organised in 

partnership with Co-op Membership.  
 
 

 The Unemployed and Homeless 

               There are times when we have moments of despair and need help, so we 

know we should help the unfortunate people who contact us.  We have 

had experience of this recently.  Perhaps I  can explain further.  The government 

does not give out benefits to all. Claimants are asked to produce a Birth Certificate 

costing £9.50.  I took one person to the Registrar and the certificate came through, 

showing the particulars at birth.  Since then for no fault of his own, he has been 

called several different names, and he must have something legal in his 

present name. The Registar understood, saying that this happens often. The 

certificate will be kept on one side. I offered to pay for it but the person did not 

want me to.   We then went to the Wakefield District Community Legal Advice 

Service, at 27 King Street, near the NHS Centre.  The office staff were helpful but 

the lawyers who advise about deed poll would not be in until  the next day, and he 

should be early.  The person was hungry and cold.    

            I drove the person to Knottingley where he hoped to get help. On trying to 

get out of the Council estate  as night was falling, I was advised to go down the 

road , turn right and over the Big Dipper!  I began to wonder who was potty.  
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            The person needed to be back in Wakefield the next day to collect 

daily prescriptions.  

       There are many organisations who can give some help such as the CAB in 

Wood Street,  the Baptists,  the Salvation Army, the New Life Centre, the YMCA, 

the Samaritans and others, but the times of opening and the help available vary. 

There is an NHS Turning Point Centre in town and the person was given the 

address of a bedsit. I took the person to see where it was. When he went for an 

appointment to view,  the landlord was not there.  ...another day wasted. 

There was another appointment but the person did not keep it because a 

kind person let him stay overnight. He then came to us asking for money to pay 

that person's electricity bill.     Since then we have further visits, one rather odd, so 

there has been upset and time gone when we have plenty to do. I will try to 

produce an Information List of help available. 

                              Pat Howard 

Pastoral Care 

The Chapel Committee decided in principle in November to establish a small 

group which would seek to meet the pastoral-care needs of those associated with 

the Chapel. Such a group would determine its own policy. It might well respond to 

situations such as that described above as well as to the more typical events such as 

sickness and bereavement. Anyone who feels he/she could contribute to this work 

is asked to let Kate know before the Committee meets again on 10 January.    

                 

The Remembrance Day Service 
  

             The reading about the experiences of a landgirl during WW2 reminded me 

of the times when school children were needed to help too. During August I went 

to Harvest Camp  in the green fields of Surrey, three years running. There was a lot 

to do,  but we enjoyed our work . Each morning we were collected by a lorry, 

which seemed to race down the wooded lanes  and we would cheerfully start to 

sing.  Sometimes we went to potato fields where there were long rows of potatoes 

to be picked up,  so there was a lot of bending down.  As the day got warmer and 

the hot sun blazed down the refreshments brought to us were very welcome. 

           Harvesting the corn was quite exciting.  The outside of each field was cut so 

that the remainder in the centre got smaller and smaller.  That was where the 

rabbits were hiding in fear. Helpers and dogs watched for the moment when they 

would rush out and try to catch them.  What a lot of rabbits there were!   Then we 

set the corn into stooks to dry in the sun  
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and it was good to see the whole crop cut while the weather was dry.  Strawberry 

picking was a treat of course. 

         Here is a photo taken a day or two before war ended in 1945.  I am on the 

left. 

                                        Pat Howard 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next General Assembly Vice-President 

 
Readers will be delighted to know that the General Assembly’s Executive 

Committee will recommend to next year’s annual meeting the name of the 

Reverend Bill Darlison as the Vice-President for 2012-3, and, of course, as 

President for 2013-4.  (Westgate Chapel was among those bodies that nominated 

Bill as was the Yorkshire Unitarian Union.)  
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Officers and Committee for 2011-2 

 
At the Annual Meeting on 20 November, John Goodchild, Kate Taylor, and Bill 

Humphreys were re-elected to serve as our President, Secretary, and Treasurer for 

the coming year. The Chapel Committee, including those already in place serving a 

three-year term and those elected at the meeting, now comprises David Arthur, 

Stephen Carlile, Paul Dawson, Ralph Denby, Nancy Denison, Chris Pilkington, 

Melanie Prideaux, and Tony Scott.  

  Melanie Prideaux volunteered to take over the editorship of The Wakefield 

Unitarian and was duly elected. She will commence her work with the January 

issue so please submit your material to her in the future.  
 

How should people be housed, where and by whom? The November 

forum 

Housing, it was observed, is one of the three basic needs, along with food and 

warmth. It is far too important to be left to the random  of the market-place and 

adequate provision should be a national – and non-political – concern. 

  We took stock of some of the problems: simply there are not enough houses to 

cater for the needs of the population. There are certainly not enough ‘affordable’ 

homes. The price of houses for buyers is far too high: many people will never earn 

enough money to get on the ‘property ladder’ at all. There are people living alone 

(the widowed, whose families have left home, for example) who would like to 

downsize but cannot find buyers for the houses they have. There are major 

conflicts over where new homes should be built, with feelings running high about 

intrusion into the green belt.   

  We saw the problem as having been aggravated by many things: the ‘right to buy’ 

policy of the Thatcher years had taken good quality local-authority housing out of 

state control, allowing those who bought their homes to make substantial sums of 

money and leaving a serious shortage of rentable property. In university cities, 

terraced family homes had been bought up by landlords who turned them into bed-

sits for a student population who already had somewhere to live back home with 

their parents.  The new local-government housing bodies are managing the present 

housing stock but not adding to it. (It was later learned that Wakefield District 

Housing is building affordable homes at Airedale.) The affluent, buying second 

homes in rural areas, drove prices up in villages preventing people who needed to 

live there, for work in agriculture for example, or to teach in the local school, from 

finding affordable accommodation. In some areas, second-home owners have 
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destroyed the character of the community: its school, shops and post-office have 

gone since the population is now a week-end one of the prosperous middle-aged 

with no family in tow. Current market forces are deterring commercial house-

builders from investing in new buildings since they are likely to be unaffordable; 

builders themselves are out of work.  

  There had been much to be said for the local authority housing estates of the 

between-war years: good houses, each with its own garden, local amenities like 

schools, places of worship, fish and chip shops, shops and schools. Newer private 

estates had been built without any amenities and with an adverse impact on road 

systems.  

  We were not keen on high-density housing: the great  blocks of flats of the 1960s 

had brought many social problems.  

  One of our number told us of the work he had done for two municipal authorities, 

in the one case ensuring that houses in multiple occupation were fit for such 

habitation and in the other pursuing the condemning of older terrace houses so that 

they could be purchased compulsorily, demolished, and replaced (albeit by high-

rise blocks).  

   Today’s problems need a national solution, we thought. Should we put our ideas 

forward to the Labour leadership? How far should something as essential as a 

home  be governed by market forces? Is there such a thing as a good private 

landlord? Some of us preferred to see local authorities back in the driving-seat 

providing a variety of dwellings at acceptable rents.  However we also liked the 

idea of co-operative ventures where a group of individual families embarked on a 

small residential development together, harnessing their own skills wherever 

possible in the building work.  We liked the ventures tried out in Wakefield where 

the upper floors of commercial premises (shall shops in Westgate, for example) 

have been converted into modest flats.   

   On behalf of the homeless, we regretted the closure of the workhouses and the 

loss of Model Lodging Houses. But we were all living in our private houses, 

valuing the chances we had had to make choices and our privileges in being able to 

live in some comfort.   
 

New non-emergency number for West Yorkshire Police: 101 
101 IS THE NEW NON-EMERGENCY IN WEST YORKSHIRE 

  

 West Yorkshire Police has a new contact number for you to ring when it’s not an 

emergency. 101 gives the public one easy way to get in touch with the police for 

calls that do not need an urgent response. 101 is easy to remember and easy to call. 
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You can call 101 to report a crime that has already happened, ask for crime 

prevention advice or give the police information. In an emergency always call 999. 

When you call the 101 number the operator will take down information about what 

has happened and, if necessary, arrange an appointment for an officer to come 

round and see you. 

  

The Engagement Group  
 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve from Westgate Chapel. The group meets 

every month, choosing a different location and theme for each meeting, 

but actively engaging with one another following engagement group 

principles (see website: http://www.unitarianengagementgroups.org.uk/). 

We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes 

which shape our lives. Newcomers are welcome, and should contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com), either at Chapel 

or by email. 

 

***************** 

The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish 

and Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason 

and science, and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity 

through to religious humanism. (Prologue to The Unitarian Path by 

Andrew Hill.) 

 

Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue,  Normanton, WF6 1EA  

 

Hon Secretary,    Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH             

Pulpit Supply            Tel 01924-372748     kate@airtime.co.uk 

                   

Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset,  Wakefield WF2 8NG  

 

Editor    Melanie Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, Wakefield, West Yorkshire.    

                                                WF2 7LN  melpx@hotmail.com                                                               
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