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It is Advent. 
In the darkness hope will be reborn again. 
Let it come to us. Let it come through us. 
Let Christmas come! 

Cliff Reed 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Gathering for Worship in December 

Sunday 1st December 10.30am: Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 8th December 3pm:  Anthony Dawson 

Sunday 15th December 3pm:  Sally Fairweather 
The Chapel Carol Service 

Sunday 22nd December 3pm:  Kate Taylor 

25th December 10.30am:    John Goodchild 
Our Christmas Day Service 

Sunday 29th December 3pm:  David Arthur 

 
Sunday Welcoming Rota 
Sunday Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel 
welcome at our services. As always, if you are unable to act as 
welcomer on the day indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

1st December:  Ralph Denby 

8th December:  Pat Howard 

15th December: Kate Taylor 

22nd December: John Goodchild 

29th December: Bill Humphrys 

 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. Nancy if currently unwell and 
in hospital. Offers to provide, arrange, or pay for the flowers in any 
week are particularly valued at the moment – please contact Kate (who 
is currently looking after this task) if you can help. 
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Chapel Events in December 

Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday 1st December 

The Annual Meeting of the congregation will be held after the morning 

service on 1 December. A nomination sheet for officers and members 

of the committee is on the table at the back of the chapel.  Following 

the meeting there will be a bring-and-share lunch. Stephen is providing 

soup and Sally is bringing bread. Savouries and sweet items would be 

welcomed.   

The Westgate Forum   Tuesday 3rd December 10.30am 

An informal meeting for discussion in the Vestry. The topic for 

December is: ‘Should we participate in a YUU-wide collaborative 

ministry and what qualities and skills would we look for in a shared 

minister?’ 

Future Unitarian Events 

One-day course in pastoral care  

We have details of a course in pastoral care at Cross Street Chapel, 

Manchester, on Saturday 18 January, from 10.15am to 4.30pm.  The 

cost is £10. See Kate Taylor if you are interested or e-mail Ann Peart – 

ann.peart3@virginmedia.com 

Yorkshire Unitarian Union 

The next meeting of the YUU will also be on the 18th January, this time 

at York’s St Saviourgate Chapel, and will include a presentation from 

Stephen Carlile on using social media. More information will be 

available in the January newsletter. 

 

mailto:ann.peart3@virginmedia.com
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Chapel News 

Nancy Denison is currently unwell and being cared for at 

Pinderfields ward 32A. Please keep Nancy in your thoughts and 

prayers as she recovers from surgery. Various members of the 

congregation are visiting her. If you would like to visit, or to 

send a card, it would be worth checking with the Chapel 

Secretary (Kate Taylor) whether Nancy has been moved. 

The Chapel Anniversary Service 

The Anniversary service was led by Revd Alex Bradley, Principal 

of Unitarian College Manchester. Thank you to Kate for this 

photograph of Alex at the lectern: 

 

 
Advent Prayer (adapted from words by David Breedan) 

 

In this Advent season, may we find the patience 

to forgive ourselves; to forgive those who do not do as we 

wish; may we find patience. 

May we find the wisdom to let be. 
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Found behind a fireplace – an intriguing story from Kate Taylor 

Relatives of Kate’s have recently moved into a house in Mount 

Crescent and begun to renovate it. When they pulled out a fireplace 

they found a copy of the Westgate Chapel Calendar for October 1941, 

still in its wrapper. Bearing in mind that this was war time, perhaps the 

officers of the congregation can be forgiven for announcing that 

‘Supplies for the pulpit for the coming weeks will be announced as they 

are arranged’. But that was all that the four sides had to say at all.  The 

inside pages were a copy of the Unitarian and Free Christian Monthly. 

 

What, in the light of the cuts, should local authorities provide? 

A report from the October meeting of the Westgate Forum, 

from Kate Taylor 

We kept having to remind ourselves that our discussion was on what 

services could be reduced or scrapped in the situation in which local 

authorities have been placed by the present Government. On the 

whole we supported the wide remit which local authorities have and 

we were not enamoured of any cuts unless rendered financially 

absolutely essential. One saw local authorities as fostering a cultural 

community. But some of us were more insistent that some ‘services’ 

should be self financing with the public paying for their pleasures.  

We considered areas where – without much publicity – local 

authorities have a necessary role and where cuts would be unfortunate 

to say the least: rubbish collection (we wanted no reduction in the 

regular service which is done efficiently in all weathers); street lighting 

(we were not in favour of extinguishing the lights in the small hours of 

the morning as some people still have to be on the roads, whatever the 
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time of night, and perhaps the lighting deters burglars); road 

maintenance (clearly there have been cuts here which we did not 

support – potholes unrepaired mean damage to vehicles so failure to 

deal with them is a false economy); public health (little celebrated but 

utterly vital; planning (we spoke particularly about the control of 

mineral extraction and the folly it would be if there were a free for all); 

and housing the homeless (simply a necessary service).  

But then we talked about the areas where cuts have already been most 

felt, nationally if not always locally. Libraries had changed their 

purpose and had become bases where the ranks of the young 

unemployed can huddle over computers surfing the net. But why not? 

They need somewhere to go. However no one spoke in favour of 

retaining every little suburban branch library or, indeed, the mobile 

library service which used to reach the housebound. Wakefield has 

already lost its art gallery with the collection going instead to the new 

(and hugely costly) Hepworth Wakefield. But Wakefield’s collection 

had not been much to shout about anyway. Briefly we thought of the 

marvellous collection built up in the mid 19 century by Manchester and 

of the boon it was, and is, to culture.  

And we talked of provision which we supported and other provision 

which some of us – in a period of economic restraint – thought should 

be paid for by the consumer at a realistic cost-covering charge. Parks 

were still to be provided but their tennis courts should come 

expensive. Whilst an authority might provide swimming baths, those 

using them should, again, pay a market price. 

People should also pay the market rate for an allotment, one of us 

argued.  
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We turned to the services which meet the widest day-to-day needs – 

Education, Housing and Family Services. Whatever the cuts we thought 

local authorities should be the providers. No one spoke in favour of 

Free Schools or Academies. The catch-phrase, ‘Free from Local 

Authority Control’ seemed to one of us ridiculous. What was really 

happening was that schools were being denied local authority support. 

In the past such support had been a huge advantage. No one favoured 

the removal of housing from direct local-authority provision. The sale 

of council houses was condemned. But we said nothing of how the cuts 

should affect these areas.  We asked, half-heartedly, whether cuts 

could be made in the care of the elderly who remained in their own 

homes.  Should there be, say, three visits a day rather than four from 

the carers who dress and undress their clients and prepare their 

meals?  

We realised that local authorities provide cemeteries and crematoria 

but did not pursue the question of whether people should pay a 

market price for the disposal of their dead.  

Eventually we became explicitly political. Were cuts really necessary at 

all? Was it not all a matter of a Tory government choosing not to raise 

the level of income tax for the better off? 

 

  
The Wakefield Unitarian 

Our congregational newsletter is entirely dependent on 

contributions from members of the Chapel community. As you will 

see, the responsibility for providing information falls largely on 

one person… It would be great if Chapel friends and members 

could consider sending news items, short articles (up to two 

pages) or other items. Especially if you are leading worship – can 

you share some words – tell us what your theme will be?  
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential ear 

and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 
 

The Engagement Group 

The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 

one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 

Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 

Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 

summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 

you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 

adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 

All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 

A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 

Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was 
established in 1662 and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century. It has taken a leading part in the economic, 
social, educational, political - and spiritual - development of 
Wakefield and its vicinity. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN, 01924 781020 melanieprideaux@virginmedia.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

