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Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. 
Live the life you have imagined.  

Henry David Thoreau 
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Gathering for Worship in January 

Sunday 2nd February 10.30am Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 9th February 3pm  Jim Timiney 

Sunday 16th February 3pm  Anthony Dawson 

Sunday 23rd February 3pm  John Goodchild 

 

Sunday Welcoming Rota 
Sunday Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel 
welcome at our services. As always, if you are unable to act as 
welcomer on the day indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

Sunday 2nd February: Bill Humphreys 

Sunday 9th February: Ralph Denby 

Sunday 16th February: John Goodchild 

Sunday 23rd February: Pat Howard 
 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. Nancy is currently unwell and 
unable to provide flowers. Offers to provide, arrange, or pay for the 
flowers in any week are particularly valued at the moment – please 
contact Kate Taylor (who is currently looking after this task) if you can 
help. 
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Chapel News and Notices 

The Westgate Forum: Tuesday 4th February at 10.30am in the Vestry 

This month we focus on hymns – what do hymns do for us and why do some 

hymns have more appeal for us than others? 

Delegate to the 2014 Meetings of the General Assembly of Unitarian 

and Free Christian Churches, Whittlebury Hall, Northants, 13-16 April  

A volunteer is needed to serve as our delegate at the 2014 General Assembly. It 

is always a hugely enjoyable event and the Chapel is able to pay a substantial 

sum towards your costs. Children are well catered for under the Youth 

Programme.  There are leaflets on the table at the back of the Chapel. We hope 

to determine after the service on 9th February who will represent us. Please let 

John Goodchild or Kate Taylor know if you would care to go on our behalf. 

Motion for this year’s General Assembly 

Following the refusal of the BBC to allow Unitarian minister Andy Pakula to give 

the official Radio 4 ‘Thought For The Day’ on Boxing Day, on the grounds that he 

does not believe in a supreme being, we hope to present a motion to the 

General Assembly ‘That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 

Churches calls upon the BBC Religion and Ethics advisers to broaden the BBC 

Radio 4 Thought for the Day by including secular speakers’. You can read about 

the affair in the 18th January issue of The Inquirer and the previous issues of the 

Wakefield Unitarian. The motion has been approved by the Chapel Committee 

but it needs the support of the majority of Chapel members. This will be 

requested after the service on 9th February when we shall have a short meeting.  

 

Spring Cleaning of the Chapel - Saturday 8th February 
 
Help is needed to clear all the accumulated, but unnecessary, clutter from the 
Chapel when we spring clean on 8th February. Meanwhile if there are any items 
which belong to you and you wish to save, please remove them or at least let 
your officers know why they should remain in the Chapel. 
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Partnership with the Unitarian Universalist Church in Wakefield, 
Massacbusetts 
 
The Chapel Committee has responded positively to an invitation to form a link 
with the UU Church in Wakefield, Massachusetts. We await developments.  This 
may result in little more than a sharing of information and Chapel news-sheets 
but it could lead to your having somewhere to visit in the USA.  

 
Send-a-Child-to-Hucklow   
 
Our collection over the Christmas period raised £153 for the Send-a-Child-to-
Hucklow charity. Many thanks to all who contributed.   
  

 

  

The Wakefield Unitarian 

Our congregational newsletter is entirely dependent on 

contributions from members of the Chapel community. It would 

be great if Chapel friends and members could consider sending 

news items, short articles (up to two pages) or other items. 

Especially if you are leading worship – can you share some of the 

words you use – or tell us what your theme will be?  

Hope is not a luxury. Hope is not a 

virtue. Hope is essential for those who 

wish to live with strength, gratitude, 

and good cheer in a failing world. 
Carl Scovel  
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Are we too circumscribed by rules and requirements aimed at health 

and safety or the prevention of fraud? 

A report from the January Forum by Kate Taylor 

 
There was a good turn-out (for us) for the January Forum when we explored 
whether the implementation of legislation designed to protect us is being taken 
to irksome extremes.  
 
Clearly, we thought, such legislation is a good thing. We were reminded that it 
was under Harold Wilson’s 1974 government that health and safety legislation 
was passed and workers’ rights were protected.  And it occurred to us that 
legislation to protect ordinary people does not feature prominently in Tory 
government actions.  
 
But we began with ladders. One of us had taken a robust two-step ladder to 
Wakefield Hospice warehouse, it was rejected. Health and Safety, she was told. 
So, a purchaser might have been injured if it broke. (Break it will not!) There was 
more on ladders. Lisa Jardine, we were told, had once remarked on Radio 4 that 
she had phoned her university’s estates department to borrow a step-ladder to 
put up a banner for a conference. As she did not have any certificate in using a 
step-ladder, she could not have one. So she put a chair on a table and climbed 
onto that. Other items – pillows, duvets and eiderdowns – were rejected by 
charity shops because of the risk of infection. The household waste site in 
Calder Vale Road is used to accepting them regularly. Were people being over-
cautious? We referred to the blame culture where lawyers advertise a no-win 
no-fee service to pursue people’s claims of injury.  
 
We went historical, being reminded of 19th century legislation that stopped 
females working underground in coal mines. Whose health was being 
protected? Or was it prudery? Were women being protected from leering 
gestures or worse?  But we realised that the insistence on men wearing 
helmets, knee caps and so on, is important. We were told about measures to 
protect men working in the open, on sunny days, in the construction industry, 
bringing them indoors for the application of sun cream every two hours. Clearly 
we have become increasingly conscious of the ways in which people can, 
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unthinkingly, be harmed. We talked of children being taken on visits by their 
teachers, required to wear sun hats on bright days.  
 
We noted the new suggestion that traffic on a busy stretch of the M1 motorway 
may be limited to 60mph to reduce air pollution. Probably a good idea.  It 
seemed to us that legislation requiring people to wear seat belts on car journeys 
was good.  Motor cyclists’ helmets are a vital form of protection. Cyclists are not 
compelled to wear helmets yet....Should they be free simply to choose whether 
to wear a helmet or not?  Are regulations there for people who have no 
common sense? Isn’t risk-taking a fundamental part of life?  We were told about 
requirements for riders taking part in cross-country events to wear inflatable 
body garments.  
 
In a little burst of nostalgia the older ones among us recalled having to wear gas 
masks and taking part in air-raid drills at school. Today, where people are 
gathered in strange premises for a meeting, it starts with a little course on fire-
drill. The first activity on a cruise is the lifeboat drill. We noted improved 
requirements for ships to carry sufficient lifeboats and talked about the human 
errors that led to the loss of life on the Titanic and on the more recent Costa 
Concordia disaster. No legislation can protect from folly.  
 
We moved to considering the requirements made by banks and other bodies in 
regard to identification. There is the demand to prove that one is who one 
claims to be by producing two different documents such as a recent utility bill 
and a demand for council-tax. Why wasn’t one enough? What it the two items 
required were a valid driving licence and a valid passport, and one did not 
possess either?  One of us had resorted recently to producing the counterfoil 
from a medical prescription – surely even better than a utility bill because it 
confirms one’s age as well as name and address! We wondered whether all this 
is taking a sledgehammer to crack a walnut. We wondered whether it was the 
consequence of people tasked with overseeing protective measures just 
enjoying the assertion of power.  
 
Curiously, it seemed to us, the growing band of moneylenders are not 
regulated. They advertise on television how easy they make it for you to borrow 
several thousand pounds. It is less easy to pay their extortionate interest. But 
they are free to prey on the poor.  
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We thought about other activities that are cheerfully licensed by governments 
which protect the wealth-earners. Developers have been allowed, all over the 
country, to build on flood plains. Alas for the subsequent householders and alas 
for others near the same rivers which, when they flood, have to go somewhere. 
It seemed to us a health and safety issue which is not being addressed at all.  
And we thought about the armed forces in Afghanistan lacking the design of 
vehicles that would better protect them from roadside bombs. 
 
We noted that our own Chapel has a fire officer and a safeguarding officer.... 
 
On the whole we thought the legislation for our protection right, but recognised 
the excessive zeal of some of those who implement it. 
 

 

 

 

YORKSHIRE UNITARIAN UNION 

RITES OF PASSAGE Workshops 

Three one day workshops on leading ceremonies for Birth, Marriage and 

Death (Namings, weddings, funerals/memorials) 

Led by Margaret Kirk and Andrew Hill Wednesdays 4th, 11th, 18th June 

10.30a.m for 11.00a.m. at St. Saviourgate Unitarian Chapel, York   

Unitarians from Yorkshire & its neighbouring districts are invited to enrol.   

There will be a £10 per session fee to cover costs   

You will find it helpful to purchase or to borrow a copy of Celebrating Life: a 

book of special services (edited by Andrew Hill)   

Please register in advance with Margaret Kirk: kirkmargaret9@gmail.com 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 
Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential 
ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

The Engagement Group 
The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 
one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 
dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 
Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 
Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 
summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 
you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 
adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 
All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 
A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 
Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

 
 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was 
established in 1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth 
century. It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, 
educational, political - and spiritual - development of Wakefield and 
its vicinity. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN, 01924 781020 melanieprideaux@virginmedia.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

