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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 and became Unitarian in 
view in the eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, educational, 
political - and spiritual - development of Wakefield and its vicinity. 

You are as precious 
as the birds…or the 
tree… 
You are an amazing 
complex being, with 
poetry in your 
arteries and charity 
layered beneath your 
skin. You have 
before you a day full 
of opportunities for 
living and giving. 
 

Elizabeth Tarbox 
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Services in July 

Sunday 7th July 10.30am: Stephen Carlile 
Sunday 14th July 3pm:  The Reverend Bob Pounder 
Sunday 21st July 3pm:  Jim Stearn 
Sunday 28th July 3pm:  John Goodchild 
Tuesday 30th July 7pm:  David Arthur 
 

Sunday Welcoming Rota 
 

Sunday Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel 
welcome at our services. As always, if you are unable to act as 
welcomer on the day indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

Sunday 7th July 10.30am: Ralph Deby 
Sunday 14th July 3pm:  Nancy Denison 
Sunday 21st July 3pm:  Pat Howard 
Sunday 28th July 3pm:  Kate Taylor 
 

Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 

arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know! 
 

Chapel Events in July 
 

The Westgate Forum meets on Tuesday 2nd July 10.30am to discuss, in 
the light of a recent General Assembly resolution, how far kindness to 
animals should go. Do we draw the line at bats in church buildings, 
badgers, or the snails eating our hostas? 
 

The National Festival of Archaeology takes place this month. We have 
two talks in the Chapel, both by John Goodchild: 
18th July 7pm: Me and My Mill – a study of Benjamin Hallas (1748-

1819) of Ossett 
25th July 7pm: ‘Philanthropist, Eccentric, and MD’, about Caleb 

Crowther, marking the 150 anniversary of the first 
occupation of the George Street almshouses. 

30th July 5pm to 9pm:  The Art Walk - to be confirmed.  
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Do we value words enough? 

A report of The Westgate Forum, 4 June 2013 by Kate Taylor 

Our discussion was prompted by an article in The Inquirer last January by 

Christine Avery urging Unitarians to love language more. It seemed from 

our lively discussion that we already do. One of us had always been 

especially interested in spelling, even to the extent of winning prizes. He 

had found that his love of language had been a huge asset when he was 

called upon to acquire a second language just for day-to-day living. His 

facility had then led to his being called upon in his workplace to serve as 

a translator. Others spoke of being irked by particular misspellings, 

especially where people doubled a consonant after an unstressed 

syllable, as in ‘the lounge was carpetted’. Some of us were irritated by 

the intrusion of American spellings.  

Of course we talked about semantics and the wonderful flexibility that 

words can have. Would you describe the casual conversations we 

sometimes have with strangers as ‘flirting’. And what did ‘flirting mean’ 

when fighter pilots were ‘flirting with death’?  Precision in the use of 

words mattered especially though in the wording of motions to the 

General Assembly or in that of Parliamentary bills. We also noted that 

pausing in a discussion to define the meaning of a word can be a 

distraction. We also remarked that, since words are so susceptible to 

changes in meaning, it can be difficult to be sure of the interpretation of 

things written some centuries ago.  

Each of us, we accepted, has only a very modest vocabulary, a fraction of 

the words available to us. One admitted that she never uses the word 

‘normative’ because she is unsure of its meaning; others had never heard 

of it anyway!  Another was said to have a particular love of ‘opulent’, 

used whenever he referred to people with wealth. But there are so many 
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words peculiar to a particular field – whether science, technology, even 

architecture – which we never fully understand, and certainly never use. 

And there are the expletives which we use and the ones which we shun. 

Some of us admitted to using ‘bugger’, and ‘bloody’; none used the ‘f’ 

word. Then there are the choices we make when speaking of some parts 

of the body – do we use ‘bottom’, or ‘bum’, or even ‘arse’? And why 

should ‘booty’ seem somehow more polite but rather silly? We talked 

about imagery and how picturesque language can be. Someone might be 

deemed a ‘slippery fish’.  

Then there are phrases with more than one – and sometimes quite 

suggestive – meaning, like ‘Have you got the time?’   And there are 

simple phrases that carry a wealth of meaning, like, ‘It’s your life’, which 

denotes some disapproval and reluctance to take responsibility for 

someone else’s decision.  Writers, we recognised, can amuse us by 

playing with words and sounds. W S Gilbert had fun with the similarities 

between ‘orphan’ and ‘often’ in The Pirates of Penzance.  

We disliked the trendy, over use of words, involving a deal of 

exaggeration, especially in marketing – like ‘awesome’, ‘fabulous’, and 

‘vibrant’.  Perhaps electronic communication, like advertising, is a bit of a 

villain. The ease and speed of sending e-mails may be trapping us in 

careless wording. Conversely how careful are people when writing their 

diaries in the hope of subsequent publication.  

We were critical of David Cameron for his impoverished language, 

comparing his flat observations with the wonderful rhetoric of Winston 

Churchill. How far, though, do other factors play a part in communication 

– gesture, expression, stress, body language? Music can play a very 

significant part in enhancing meaning, we thought. Being Unitarians of 

course we referred to hymns.  Perhaps David Cameron would do better if 

he sang! 
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First Experience of Leading a Marriage Ceremony By Stephen Carlile 

So, what should I do to celebrate my 45th Birthday, drink with a few mates, 

an intimate meal, a film with Josh? Well, Kate had an idea about six months 

earlier, why don't I take a wedding? The discussion took place in the vestry, 

at the Chapel Committee meeting, and Kate manages to ask in such a way 

that says YOU CAN do this, and in spite of me saying I can't because it's a) 

my birthday, b) I've never done a wedding before c) I wouldn't know where 

to start. I am assured by Kate that it will be fine. So, it seems, it will be fine, 

Kate will pass on my info to them, and theirs to me. 
 

And it came to pass, not much later, that after arranging things with a 

phone call I went along to meet the couple at her parents' home to get a 

proper feel for who they were and what they would like. My main advice 

from Kate was that the day was about them, not about the officiant. This 

was good advice, and kept things focused. I gleaned info about bridesmaids 

and backgrounds, beliefs and expectations. I needed to ask about readings 

and had taken a selection along, the usual suspects such as Corinthians, 

Unitarian favourites like Kalil Gibran, and perhaps more unusual pieces, 

Love Is...used at one of mine, and some funny ones, including one by Pam 

Ayres. This latter one proved very useful because it made it clear from the 

day one that we are not a fussy church, and the day was theirs to shape 

accordingly. 
 

The challenge came with hymns, in line with Henry Ford I could offer them 

any hymn so long as it wasn’t All things Bright and Beautiful! I have to 

admit that it was mentioned at one meeting, and I thought it best never to 

mention it again, thankfully, neither did they. I had shown them the usual 

culprits from our hymn book, but they didn’t fit the plan, but the bride did 

like Give Me Oil In My Lamp. I was familiar with it from my Methodist days, 

and in spite of the agreement being that they would source their own 

music (no organist) I went searching, and found the music. The other song 
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would be This Little Light of Mine, and the couple had found a video they 

liked...already the preparations have become complicated! I decided to 

offer video facilities, which would be played as candles were lit at the 

opening. These would then be used to light a special candle in the Navajo 

Candle Blessing, an offered element from Kate McKenna. Eventually we 

sourced candles, music, video, as well as a PA system, computer, and a clip-

on mic...the elements were all prepared. 
 

The bride’s mother was in charge of the music, and the ushers were sorting 

the orders of service and seeing people to their seats. I was to be told when 

the bride was ready, so I got changed, and tried to look the part. So, how 

did it go? 
 

As people arrived I found myself directing people where to sit, and 

worrying as to where the groom was. Finally he arrived and was sent to 

meet the registrar. I handed out orders of service, and suddenly the church 

was fairly full! I introduced the church, and made people welcome, told 

them where the toilet was, and said they’d be welcome on Sunday. A little 

late I heard the call ‘SHE’s HERE’, I asked all to stand as the strains of Canon 

in D came over the speakers. And it ended. No bride. I explained it was a 

long aisle. We started again. It ended. At last she stood at the back of the 

church, and with the third try, we were lucky. 
 

The readers read well, and the congregation sang reluctantly. We had a set 

of slides in a powerpoint presentation as a backdrop to different parts of 

the service, and we even got through the vows without a hitch. Finally the 

register was signed, a hymn sung and a blessing said, and people were on 

their way. All went well. The nicest part of course was that a number of 

people made the effort to come back afterwards to say how much they had 

enjoyed the event, and to ask about Unitarianism. It had been quite an 

effort, but I hope it paid off. 

As for Lucinda and Dale....Reader...I married them 
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What is UKunitarianTV? 

For a while the NUF (National Unitarian Fellowship) and the UCCN (the 

Unitarian publicity group) have been experimenting with videos to help 

share the Unitarian message. UKunitarianTV, created a year ago, builds 

on this work and can now provide a film-making service for many 

congregations and groups in the movement. 

Walking into a Church for the first time is a big step – people do not 

know what they are going to find! Creating video to show them what we 

stand for and how we worship is one way to break down this barrier. It 

helps convince them that we are not “God for vegetarians” which is what 

my friend thought we were! We know people do their research on the 

internet these days and having good video about us there is what we 

need to recruit the next generation. We know of British Unitarians who 

started coming after watching American Unitarian worship on the 

internet. Our films also get worship to those who cannot get to churches. 

It is now very easy to include video on the internet, and social media web 

sites such as YouTube and Facebook gives us an enormous audience. 

UKunitarianTV is using these new opportunities to make information 

about our movement far more available. We put a new set of 

programmes out each month on www.ukunitarian.tv and on YouTube 

where our videos have been watched more that 15,000 times in the last 

year.  

If you would like to get involved or would like more information please 

contact James Barry on jbarry@kyla.co.uk 

Date for your diary!!! 

Chapel BBQ 4th August 1pm. More information in the 
next edition of the Wakefield Unitarian! 

https://outlook.leeds.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=395c3d648f444ffaac24134846aef69d&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ukunitarian.tv%2f
https://outlook.leeds.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=395c3d648f444ffaac24134846aef69d&URL=mailto%3ajbarry%40kyla.co.uk
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential ear 

and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 
 

The Engagement Group 

The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 

one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 

Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 

Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 

summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 

you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 

adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 

All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 

A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 

Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

