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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

I believe in an aristocracy of the sensitive, 

the considerate and the plucky. 

Its members are to be found in all nations 

and classes, and all through the ages, and 

there is a secret understanding when they 

meet. 

They represent the true human tradition, 

the one permanent victory over cruelty and 

chaos. 

E.M. Forster 
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Sunday Services in June 
 
3rd June: The first service of the month is intergenerational worship at 
10.30am and will be taken by Stephen Carlile 
 
The rest of the services for the month will be at 3pm: 
 
10th June: Anthony Dawson 
17th June: The Reverend Bill Darlison 
24th June: Chris Pilkington (General Assembly Sunday)  
 
Welcoming Rota 
Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at 
our services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day 
indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
3rd June: Pat Howard  
10th June: Nancy Denison 
17th June: Ralph Denby 
24th June: John Goodchild 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know!  
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Events at the Chapel 

Wednesday 30 May, 5pm to 9pm  The Art Walk   

On this occasion Paul Dawson and Sally Fairweather a providing 

material on The Horse in Art. The exhibition will include artefacts and a 

powerpoint presentation. Do look in. 

 

Tuesday 12 June, 10.30am  The Westgate Forum  

Meeting on the second Tuesday of this month as the first Tuesday is a 

public holiday. We shall discuss the findings of the Hibbert Trust report 

on Unitarianism, Shaping the Future.  Would participants please 

borrow a copy from Kate to read in advance of the meeting? 

 

Wednesday 27 June, 7.30pm Wakefield and the Crimean War 

Anthony Dawson will give a talk on Wakefield and the Crimean War, 

drawing on his current research on attitudes (especially among 

Unitarians) to the war in the Crimea.  Please come. 

 

Lifelong Learning at the University of Leeds: ‘Religion’ 

Thursday 28th June 10am-4pm 

In search of the historical Jesus 

A one day workshop as part of the Lifelong Learning centre’s ‘Spring 

into Summer’ workshop. 

Full price: £20; Concessions: £10 

To request a registration form or for further information about the 

summer worshops please contact Rebecca Edwards on 

r.m.edwards@leeds.ac.uk or 0113 343 6892 or visit the website at 

http://www.llc.leeds.ac.uk 

If you plan to go let Mel know – I’ll meet you for coffee afterwards! 

 

mailto:r.m.edwards@leeds.ac.uk
http://www.llc.leeds.ac.uk/
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YORKSHIRE UNITARIAN LAY PREACHERS ASSOCIATION 

‘I COULD HEAR EVERY WORD –  

IS THAT ENOUGH?’ 

Led by Dawn Buckle 

‘A morning session on expression in reading and speaking for those 

who lead or who are interested in leading Unitarian worship’ 

PEPPER HILL UNITARIAN CHURCH 

23 June 2012 from 11.00 a.m. till 12.30 pm 

The chapel will be open for tea/coffee from 10.30 am 

Participants are asked to bring a short reading or story to share 

Dawn is a former President of the General Assembly 
and is currently an occasional tutor in Speech and Communication 

at Unitarian College, Manchester. 
 

Everyone is very welcome to these meetings, whether you currently 

lead worship or are interested in doing so in the future. 
 

Followed by... 
 

Yorkshire Unitarian Union Meeting 
 

1.30: Opening Devotions by David Craven 
1.45: RE-volution ...  Claire Wilton and Chris Pilkington share  

ideas from the Unitarian RE course  
3.15: YUU Quarterly Business Meeting 
4.15: Tea…departures 
 

YUU Meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet Unitarians from 

around the District! 



5 
 

Chapel News... 

All places of worship are required to have a policy on ‘safegaurding’ 

(ensuring we are doing our best to care for and protect our most 

vulnerable members). Mel prideaux will be developing this policy and 

will circulate it in our next ‘Unitarian’ for comment. It would be useful 

to know which members of the Chapel community currently have a 

CRB check which is less than five years old. 

You will have seen in the news that the Unitarians, along with our 

Quaker and Liberal Jewish colleagues, have been campaigning for equal 

rights in marriage for same sex couples. Westgate Chapel will soon be 

registered to offer same sex partnership ceremonies in our building. 

We have always been a welcoming place for people regardless of their 

sexuality and it is good to finally see the law catching up with us! 

The Chapel gardens have been springing into life and offering a 

beautiful green oasis in the city centre. Thanks especially to Pat, who 

tends the rockery and entices the birds and wildlife in, and to Kate who 

has done a fabulous job with the hosta garden (do you remember 

when it was a bit of an eyesore down the side of the Chapel?). Steve 

and Ralph are always on hand to ‘tidy up’ and ‘fix things’. What a 

dream team! For a small community there is a lot of hard work going in 

to maintain our building and our grounds. 

What’s happening with you? 

We don’t see each other every week at Chapel so it is good to have our 

newsletter as a way of keeping in touch with each other. Do send me 

(Mel) your news either by email – melpx@hotmail.com or you can 

always give me a phone call on 01924 781020! 

 

mailto:melpx@hotmail.com
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Fred Dunnill (1910-2012) 

We have been saddened to learn of the death of Fred Dunnill on 
16 May. The funeral is at Weymouth Crematorium at 1.45 pm 
on Monday 28 May and is conducted by Roger Booth, who met 
Fred when he was able to attend the chapel in Bridport. Fred 
was a lifelong member of the Westgate Chapel congregation 
and remained a trustee until his death. A memorial service will 
be held at Westgate Chapel at 10.30am on Wednesday 6 June. 
it will be led by John Goodchild, M.Univ. The picture below 
shows Fred on his 100th birthday with his card from the Queen. 
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The Summer Day  by Mary Oliver 

 

Who made the world? 

Who made the swan, and the black bear? 

Who made the grasshopper? 

This grasshopper, I mean— 

the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down— 

who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 

I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. 

I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 

which is what I have been doing all day. 

Tell me, what else should I have done? 

Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon? 

Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

with your one wild and precious life? 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Oliver is an American poet who is much loved by 

Unitarians around the world. Her poetry speaks to 

spiritual and existential themes and is significantly 

influenced by the natural world. This particular poem 

has been in my mind as we enjoy this sudden burst of 

sunshine!    Mel Prideaux 
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The Engagement Group 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group meets regularly, choosing a 

different location and theme for each meeting, but actively engaging 

with one another following engagement group principles (see website: 

http://www.unitarianengagementgroups.org.uk/).  

We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes 

which shape our lives. The group has been dormant for a while, so if 

you are interested please do get in touch. Newcomers are welcome, 

and should contact Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel 

(melpx@hotmail.com), either at Chapel or by email.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Groan along with Bill Humphreys... 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took 
Jesus with them to Jerusalem. A small child replied, 'They couldn't 
get a baby-sitter.' 

 
The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish 
and Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason  
and science, and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity  

through to religious humanism. 
(From The Unitarian Path by Andrew Hill.) 

 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 


