
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

THE WAKEFIELD UNITARIAN 
 

The Newsletter of Westgate Chapel, Wakefield 
 

Telephone 01924-373307 

website: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/ 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. 

Its congregation was established in 1662 and became 

Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. 

It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, 

educational, political - and spiritual - development 

of Wakefield and its vicinity. 
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Thought for the month  

 
Unitarians should respond sympathetically to the ‘Big Society’ theme although we 

may feel uncomfortable with the tag. Instinctively we don’t like ‘Big’ anything: 

‘Big Government’, ‘Big Church’, ‘Big Bank’. To echo the words of E F 

Schumacher, ‘Small is beautiful’.....There is ample scope to work with other 

agencies and other faith groups to build the ‘Big Society’ from the bottom up as we 

know that Government won’t be able to do it.’ 

                                 Derek McAuley in The Inquirer 19 February 2011 

 

Services in March, at 10.30am on 6 March and at 3pm on all 

other Sundays 
       

   6 March                                                                Kate Taylor 

 13 March                                                                Dr Melanie Prideaux 

 20 March                                                                The Reverend Vernon Marshall 

 27 March                                                                Chris Pilkington 

 

Rota of Welcomers  
 

  

  6 March                                                                       John Goodchild 

13 March                                                                       Ralph Denby 

20 March                                                                       Nancy Denison  

27 March                                                                       Pat Howard 

 

As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day indicated, you  

are asked to arrange an exchange.  

 

 

The Westgate Forum, Tuesday 1 March 10.30am 
 

Bearing in mind the coming census, close circuit television, and other arguably 

intrusive phenomena, our question this month is ‘How far do we need privacy and 

do we have the privacy we need?  
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Chapel Committee, Tuesday 8 March at 7pm 

 
The Chapel Committee meets at 7pm on the Vestry on 8 March 

 

Liberal Democrat Meeting, Wednesday 9 March 

 
There will be a meeting of Liberal Democrats from the Wakefield area in the 

Chapel in the evening of 9 March.  

 

The Congregational Assessment Project Saturday and Sunday 26 

and 27 March at the Chapel 

 
Dawn Buckle and the Reverend Martin Whittell will be at the Chapel on 26 and 27 

March to engage with us in a congregational assessment. The letter from Joyce 

Ashworth explains that ‘the Process is aimed at enabling congregations to review 

their situation in a methodical manner and to identify possible courses of action.   

Normally the initial meeting will take around a day and a half, the Saturday, 

starting around 10.30 am and, with a break for lunch, probably finishing around 3 – 

3.30 pm.   Areas to be covered will include worship, membership, non-worship 

activities, governance, finances, buildings, outreach, pastoral care, ministry, and 

any other significant information.   On the Sunday the facilitators normally observe 

worship and afterwards attempt with the congregation to put in place achievable 

short, medium and longer term goals. ‘  

It is hoped that as many members as possible will come together for these events.  

The Bible Study Group 

Since 1 January  five of us have been reading the Bible daily (three chapters each 

weekday, four on Saturday and Sunday) and meeting every other Tuesday to share 

our impressions. The reading isn't really onerous; it takes no more than ten or 

fifteen minutes each day, and so far we've covered the first five books - Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  Christians generally refer to these 

books as the Pentateuch, but to Jews they are Torah - the Law - and are considered 

by them to be the holiest books in existence. There is undoubtedly a lot of legal 

stuff in them - the ten commandments, for example, are in Exodus 20, but there's  
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plenty of familiar narrative too. Genesis was accessible, entertaining even, and so 

was the first half of Exodus, but then the rules and regulations started to appear in 

earnest and our eyes began to glaze over. In our discussions we considered how 

such legal codes might have developed and we questioned the relevance of many 

of the details to contemporary life. The character of the God presented in the pages 

of these books generated a lot of discussion, and while we were prepared to  make 

concessions to the fact that the books were written millennia ago, we all agreed 

that the God of the Pentateuch is a pretty unappealing character.  

I'm going to Cork in March, so I'll have to drop out of the group until I return in the 

summer, but the others are intending to continue. It's not too late to join. We'll be 

starting the next major section - The History Books - at the beginning of March, so 

if you begin your reading at the Book of Joshua you'll be able to join in. We should 

finish the whole Bible by the end of December! 

 

Bill Darlison 

Interfaith Revisited 
  

Following a very successful Interfaith Week event in Wakefield, when a 'multi-

faith' tree was planted in Thornes Park, Bishop Tony of Pontefract has managed to 

re-start the Wakefield Interfaith Group.    

On February 7th  twelve people from six faiths (seven if you count Quaker as 

different from Christian) met and formed a Steering Group to move things 

forward.   

We agreed to hold open meetings where we could learn something of each other's 

faith and share food.  The first of these will be on Tuesday May 3rd starting at 6pm 

in Treacy Hall when we will focus on 'Prayer'.  Our aim is to have regular meetings 

where a single topic can be explained and discussed from different faith 

perspectives.  These will be 'inward-looking' events, helping us get to know each 

other better and to look in depth at our own faith and its traditions.  

We also agreed to hold another Interfaith Week event this year and, because we all 

liked the idea of trees and growth, decided to follow on the tree-planting theme.  

This will be more 'outward-looking', where people of any faith or none can work 

together for the benefit of the community and the environment.  

Hope to see (some of) you at the May meeting.   

  

Cynthia Dickinson 
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The photo of the tree-planting event shows the Bishop of Pontefract with members 

of the Interfaith gathering 

 

How far should women be treated differently from men? – The 

February Forum 

Our topic arose because football commentators had recently derided a woman for 

acting as a referee at a match, gibing that women could not understand the offside 

rule. This had occasioned a good deal of comment in the media on, in particular, 

prejudicial attitudes towards women.  

It was urged in our own discussion that women should be able to compete on equal 

terms with men to the extent of their abilities and desires. Implicitly, however, we 

seemed to recognise that there is a glass ceiling above which women 

comparatively rarely rise. Women could, we noted, reach the top in the police 

force, for example, but few actually have done. We focused briefly on 

governments: did the damage done by Margaret Thatcher (at least in the view of 

some of us) mean that women have an even smaller chance of becoming the prime 

minister? But it was suggested that Thatcher should not be assessed as a woman 

and that Blair had stood very much in her shoes. Two women – and only two – had 

served as Home Secretary. Someone remarked that women were not very good as 

politicians but then neither were men!  Thatcher had shown what was held to be a 
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woman’s weakness – an excessive devotion to her son.  Was there some distinction 

here in that men tend rather to treasure their daughters?  

We talked about sport. Men are naturally more muscular, more weighty than 

women and we could not envisage the two sexes playing rugby together or boxing 

against each other. But where physique mattered less there was no reason for any 

discrimination:  both sexes compete in the same events at Badminton and other 

equestrian  trials.  But we wondered whether women are as competitive as men or 

as quick to sense and respond to rivalry.  

Then we discussed the position of women in the armed services. They had played 

an important part in the second world war but not in combative situations: it was 

men who were sent to the front line although women doctors might be expected to 

move forward to tend casualties.  

The only woman pioneer we talked about was Florence Nightingale. We noted that 

nursing had traditionally been regarded as a woman’s sphere, women being 

stereotyped as more caring but also, in the earlier days of nursing, as little above a 

skivvy or charwoman. Nightingale had elevated nursing to a professional status 

and made it respectable for women of a higher social class.  Traditionally, in textile 

mills for example, women have been in the subordinate position, working at looms 

whilst men oversaw them.  

We generalised a little about the field of work. Men were expected to be the 

breadwinner and were seen as more reliable than women; they needed higher 

wages than women; men might love their work as much as they loved their home 

life.  But we noted today’s perception that men as well as women should have 

leave when their baby is born – Ed Milliband had recently taken paternity leave – 

and the notion that men should be present at the child’s birth and bond with it 

immediately by holding it to their chest.  

In terms of intellectual ability, we saw no difference between men and women. Yet 

we allowed that few women had been distinguished as philosophers or theologians. 

Men might perhaps be more given than women to dealing with abstractions.  The 

only ‘outstanding’ women religious leaders we could think of were Mary Baker 



 

7 

 

Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, and Madame Blavatsky, the teacher of 

Theosophy. None of the great classical composers was a women.  

Should chivalry still obtain? The men in our group had been brought up to offer 

courtesies to women, giving them their seat on public transport and opening doors 

and allowing them to pass through first. If women clamour for equality, should 

they accept such deference?  

The Church of England, we realised, is split over whether women should be treated 

differently from men. At a very basic level, some members still believe in ‘separate 

spheres’ – women belong by their nature in a different sphere from men, they can 

be carers and exercise some pastoral work, but the role of priest is outside their 

sphere. Others hold to the ‘unbiblical’ argument: Jesus did not appoint women as 

his apostles; his lead should still be followed; women were not chosen to 

consecrate the bread and wine. ‘Do this in remembrance of me,’ was an injunction 

to men. Others again take a pragmatic view: the ordination of women is a barrier to 

reunion with the Church of Rome. Whilst we were happy that Unitarians had 

accepted women as ministers more than 100 years ago, we noted that some 

congregations had long been averse to having them for their own chapel.  

From sacraments on to sex. We abhorred the treatment of women as sex slaves and 

the trafficking of girls for prostitution. We thought that women were treated far 

more harshly than the kerb-crawling men. We referred, too, to the recent awareness 

of vice rings where men so despise white girls that the groom them for their 

pleasure (and income, of course). This led is to consider the problem of forced 

marriages and to ask whether we as Unitarians had any role in objecting to these.  

One of us noted the ‘Saxon’ novels by Bernard Cornwell in which women are at 

the mercy of noblemen who wished to ‘have’ them. But had we come very far 

from the days of Alfred the Great? We thought of Diana, Princess of Wales, being 

trapped into a union with Prince Charles. 

Finally we turned to the question of whether women should be sent to prison. It 

was urged that they should expect the same penalties as men in the interests of 

protecting society. Yet generally their ‘crimes’ were petty – theft, shoplifting – in 

pursuit of money for drugs. But then the whole question of drug peddling and drug 

taking is another rather large issue.  
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The FOY CONFERENCE    29 April -  2 May 

2011    'ANTHROPOLOGY IN A DIGITAL AGE' 

  

   A Study Weekend is being run by the Foy Society.  It is open to all.  Are we 

Social Networking or Social Notworking?     

This is being held in the house of The Community of Reconciliation at Barnes 

Close, Chadwick,Malthouse Lane, Bromsgrove, Worcs.  B61 0RA,   

Booking details from: Joan Partington, partingtons@gmail.com,  01228 670 565 , 

"Sandcroft", Townhead, Hayton, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 9JF   and  

David Warhurst,  hazndaz@warhurstfamily.co.uk   01609 882 442 ,  18 Priory 

Way, Ingleby Arncliffe, N.Yorkshire, DL6 3LR 

     Pat Howard 

Asylum Seekers 
  

   At present some Asylum Seekers are accommodated in the former Prison 

Officers Staff Training building in Love Lane, and people were needed to help 

with a Music Group for two hours twice a week.  A Security pass is needed to get 

into the premises. This has been a very interesting experience for me. We cannot 

be sure who will attend as some move on quite quickly, and others have meetings 

to attend, and the age range  varies.  Sometimes mothers come with their babies 

and little children, sometimes young men , sometimes Junior children,  and they 

have been from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Nigeria, and Malawi.   

  

      I think they all know how to sing 'Happy Birthday'  and 'Twinkle, twinkle little 

star!'  Some had learnt our Nursery rhymes in their own countries and wanted to 

read to us. The leader introduced some Action songs, such as 'Heads, shoulders, 

knees  and toes,  knees  and toes,  eyes and ears and mouth and nose!'   and then 

'Bring back my bonnie to me, to me' where we bobbed up and down at every 'b', 

which the children greatly enjoyed and it was good to see the different races being 

friendly towards each other. We marched to 'The Grand Old Duke of York,' telling 

them that they are in Yorkshire.  The Freedom Song 'I wish I knew how it feels to 

be free,I wish I could break all these chains holding me, I wish I could say all the 

mailto:partingtons@gmail.com
mailto:hazndaz@warhurstfamily.co.uk
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things I should say, Say 'em loud, say 'em clear, For the whole world to hear'  with 

actions, seemed to be understood and appreciated. 

  

     It has been announced that the centre in Wakefield is to be closed and the 

people moved on. Let us hope that the experience of the many volunteers here will 

not be wasted.    

   Pat Howard 

 

Funeral 

 
The funeral of Craig Hobbs took place in the Chapel on Friday morning 25 

February  and was conducted by Kate Taylor. Craig, who died from motor neurone 

disease,  had been married in the Chapel and both his daughters, Demelza and 

Rowanne, had been named here. The Rowan tree in the Chapel grounds 

commemorates the celebration of ten years of happy marriage to Kay and the birth 

of Rowanne. Craig was interred at Middlestown Cemetery.  

 

The Engagement Group  
 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is  

organised by Mel and Steve from Westgate Chapel. The group meets  

every month, choosing a different location and theme for each meeting,  

but actively engaging with one another following engagement group  

principles (see website: http://www.unitarianengagementgroups.org.uk/).  

We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes  

which shape our lives. Newcomers are welcome, and should contact Steve  

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com), either at Chapel  

or by email. 

 

***************** 

The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish 

and Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason 

and science, and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity 

through to religious humanism. (Prologue to The Unitarian Path by 

Andrew Hill.) 

 

Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue,  Normanton, WF6 1EA  
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Hon Secretary,  

Pulpit Supply                    Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, 

 and Calendar                  Wakefield. WF1 4AH Tel 01924-372748   

kate@airtime.co.uk 

 

Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset,  Wakefield WF2 8NG  
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