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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

 

‘There is no ground that is not holy ground. All the 

places of our lives are sanctuaries; some of them just 

happen to have steeples. And all of the people in our 

lives are saints; it is just that some of them have 

day jobs and most of them will never have feast 

days named for them.’ 

 

Robert Benson 
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Sunday Services in March 
The first service of the month is at 10.30am and will be taken by 
Kate Taylor. 
All other services will be at 3pm and will be taken by 
Revd. Bill Darlison. 
 
Welcoming Rota 
Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at 
our services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day 
indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
March 4th: Pat Howard  
March 11th: Nancy Denison 
March 18th: Ralph Denby 
March 25th: John Goodchild 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know! 
 

 
  

The Westgate Forum 
An informal discussion group which meets monthly in the Chapel Vestry 
to discuss a topic chosen by the group. The next meeting will be on 6th 
March at 10.30am, and will discuss whether there is an alternative to 
the capitalist economic system. Everyone is most welcome! 

The Chapel Committee 

Meets on 13th March at 7pm in the Chapel Vestry. All members please 
send apologies to Kate Taylor if you cannot attend. 

Chapel Delegate for the General Assembly Meetings 

David Arthur will this year represent Westgate Chapel at the annual 
meetings of the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches. Please do tell David your thoughts on issues to be discussed. 
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The Art Walk, Wednesday 28 March 5pm to 9pm 

 

The Chapel is again taking part in Wakefield Art Walk. Our participation 

is being masterminded by Paul Dawson and Kate Taylor with support 

from Jan Millington. Our first venture this year is on 28 March when 

the theme will be sound and light. Depending on the weather and the 

darkness of the evening, we shall project images either outside or 

inside the chapel and Paul will provide organ music. We are now 

looking for other members of the congregation to help with serving 

refreshments. Probably many visitors will just pop in for a few 

moments on their way to or from the Orangery, but we want to make 

them welcome.  The present plan is to take part in the remaining bi-

monthly events throughout the year.  Please let Kate or Paul know if 

you can help on the 28th.  

 

The Engagement Group  

 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group meets regularly, choosing a 

different location and theme for each meeting, but actively engaging 

with one another following engagement group principles (see website: 

http://www.unitarianengagementgroups.org.uk/).  

We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes 

which shape our lives. Newcomers are welcome, and should contact 

Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com), either at 

Chapel or by email.  
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Of Trees and ‘Freecycling’   Stephen Carlile 

Members of the congregation may be aware that a few years ago the 
Christmas tree that had served the chapel went to the fate that awaits 
many Christmas trees that have spent too many years under the pews. 
Last year we had a very nice real tree, but this year there were neither 
the finances or the time for a real tree, so perhaps we'd do without? 

I decided to watch out on freecycle, on the Internet. What's freecycle? 
I'll tell you later. As if by somewhat divine guidance (well, what else can 
it be) the following day what should be 'offered' but a 6' tree, complete 
with decorations and a set of lights. I sent off my 
e-mail explaining that the church could use it, and 
was pleased to get a fairly quick response asking 
about the church, and offering us the tree, so off I 
went the next day to pick it up. Alongside all this 
Lisa had offered to loan us the large tree that she 
had bought a few years ago, an offer that I think 
has turned into a permanent loan. So thanks to 
the kindness of people out there we had not one, 
but two new Christmas trees this year! 

So, what is freecycle? Well, check out the web site 
http://uk.freecycle.org/ , it's a place on the 
Internet where people can offer up the things they have but don't 
need, but could be used by others, and where people can look out for 
things they need...like Christmas trees! I've had chairs, TVs, and a mat 
for the back of my car, and given away a fridge freezer, a TV, and some 
bluebells! You do need Internet access, since it is run on e-mail, but 
once you are connected you'll be amazed what people are offering, 
and maybe even, how much space you could have in your own house 
once you've offered up all that stuff that 'will come in'. 

 

http://uk.freecycle.org/
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Facing the cuts: the February Westgate Forum   Kate Taylor 

We noted David Cameron’s assertion that, in bearing the constraints imposed 

by the economic crisis,  ‘we are all in this together’. We could not agree. What, 

we wondered, do millionaire cabinet ministers understand about financial 

difficulties for the ordinary family. We accepted that those of us who were 

present should be able to ‘get by’, but we thought that the tax and benefit 

measures which the government is imposing are inequitable and would make 

the greatest difficulties for those already poor.  A Labour government, we 

noted, would also have imposed tough measures but would have introduced 

them more slowly.  

We talked about the problems of families whose income from benefits would be 

capped at £26,000. This might sound a lot of money but – and for this we 

blamed Margaret Thatcher and the sell-off of council houses – many would be 

living in private rented accommodation at the mercy of landlords who charge 

high rents. We foresaw an increase in homelessness and the need for 

emergency accommodation. £26,000 does not go very far when growing 

children need shoes – here surviving on hand-me-downs or second-hand shoes 

from charity shops just leads to deformed feet.  

We talked about the rising unemployment occurring because of the cuts in the 

armed services, the police forces, local government staff, and in spheres such as 

the building industry. We regarded the army, in particular, as a body which 

could mop up young men who would otherwise have found real difficulty in 

obtaining a job anyway. Where are people to find employment? The 

engineering, mining, and textile industries (this last providing thousands of jobs 

for women) have largely gone.  We were reminded that back in the 1960s 

advertisements for jobs tended to specify that applicants should be between 25 

and 35 years of age. Whilst it is illegal now to publish an age restriction, we 

thought that in practice it is still there. Middle-aged people who are made 

redundant today may very well never find employment again.  

Have trades unions added to the economic difficulties by demanding wage 

rises? We understood their concerns where there is such discrepancy between 

the salaries of people in senior positions and the wages of the workforce. 
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Something of our problems – and our attitude towards them – comes, we 

thought, from this inequity.  

Staying with employment, we regretted the loss of apprenticeships as they used 

to be. We talked about the current notion of apprenticeships where firms 

employ people for menial work (shelf-stocking in supermarkets) calling these 

apprenticeships and offering very poor payment.  

We turned to the cuts made by local government in the provision of libraries, 

museums, and other cultural facilties.  We noted that the Red House at 

Gomersal – associated with Charlotte Bronte – was threatened with closure but 

dared to wonder whether it was very significant anyway.  So far in Wakefield we 

thought the cuts had not really begun to bite. There seemed to be immense 

expenditure on road ‘improvement’ schemes.  

And we wondered how far public expenditure is generating wealth for 

capitalists and investors. The public-private finance scheme for the building of 

Pinderfields Hospital was an example: saddling the NHS with many years of 

debt.  Transforming schools into academies seemed another example of 

fostering private enterprise for entrepreneurial bodies will develop offering to 

manage school budgets and accounts, or to provide training courses for their 

staff.  

Household expenditure has grown very significantly in the last thirty years, we 

thought, with the advent of technologies which provide anything from washing 

machines to microwave ovens, computers, and mobile phones. Faced with the 

cuts, how far will people be still able to afford these? Was it not perhaps 

anyway a little shocking that so many quite young children seem to have their 

own mobile phones (and to spend endless time texting their friends)?  

As to ourselves? We thought we might lose concessionary bus passes. We found 

the cost of petrol was making quite an impact on our weekly household 

budgets. But we also feared – and here was another example of capitalism 

taking over from local authority provision – that we would not be able to afford 

the cost of residential care if we should come to need it. Small wonder that our 

next discussion, on 6 March, is to focus on what the alternatives are to a 

capitalist political and economic system! 
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Yorkshire Unitarian Union 

 

meet at YORK (St. Saviourgate) 
 

SATURDAY March 17
th
 

 
 

Morning Session 11.00 – 12.30 (Coffee from 10.30) 

o YUU Lay Preachers: ‘I could hear every word – is that 
enough?’  Dawn Buckle leads. Bring a short reading or 
story to share. 
 

Lunch 12.30 – 1.30 : bring your own, drinks provided 

Afternoon Session 1.30 – 4.00 

1.30 Devotions led by Rev. Andrew Hill 

1.45 Send a Child to Hucklow (SACH) - the Unitarian 

charity that unites the movement. Rev. Ernest Baker 

celebrates its 50
th
 birthday with a presentation. 

3.00 YUU Quarterly Business Meeting 

4.00 Tea provided by York Unitarians 

 

 

   

Everyone is welcome at all 

the events! 
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Celebrating 200 years of Dickens... 

Joshua Carlile received a copy of ‘A Christmas Carol’ from Revd Bill Darlison 

on Sunday 19th February as part of Unitarian celebrations across the 

country to mark Charles Dickens’ bicentenary year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Groan along with Bill Humphreys... 

If lawyers can be debarred, and clergymen defrocked, doesn’t it follow that 

musicians can be denoted, cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons 

debarked and dry cleaners depressed? I don’t know the answer, do you? 

The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish and 
Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason  and science, 
and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity  through to religious 
humanism. (From The Unitarian Path by Andrew Hill.)  

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 


