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The printing press is either the greatest blessing or 
the greatest curse of modern times, sometimes one 
forgets which it is. 

E. F. Schumacher 



Services at Westgate  
Sunday 1st March - Stephen Carlile 
Sunday 8th March - Chris Pilkington 

Sunday 15th March - Rosemary Frances-Lloyd 
Sunday 22nd March - Rev Bill Darlison 
Sunday 29th March- Anthony Dawson 

 Tuesday 31st (7pm) – Paul Dawson 
Our thanks as always to our welcomers.  It's so important to have someone there to 

greet members, friends and visitors, and the contribution is not unnoticed. 
 

The Westgate Forum, Tuesday 3 March  10.30am      Are we happy about the 

proposal to modify the genetic makeup of embryos to add a gene from a third party to 

replace a gene responsible for a hereditary disability? What else would we like 

geneticists to provide?  

Ministry across the YUU     The scheme to appoint a District Minister is now going 

ahead. The post will be a full-time one but made up of 50% minister at Bradford 

Unitarians and 50% YUU District Minister.  Always supposing a suitable applicant 

comes forward, the project could begin towards the end of this year. This means that 

Westgate Chapel will need to find £3,000 a year for the next five years from the 

resources of the trustees and the congregation.  Please take this as a hint to continue 

to give generously. 

 

 

The March Art Walk   Wednesday 25 

May  5pm to 9pm    Photographs by 

Derbyshire- based Tony Fisher who has 

been sustained by his art through some 

difficult times.  

  



The Westgate 'run'...a facebook piece posted by Jan Millington, with a few replies 

We choose....to remain indoors, hidden, anxious to go 

out in the dark. Or we walk out, reclaiming the street/s, 

and meet friends, and socialise, and even, have a few 

beers.  

 And travel home alone, because all our friends live on 

the other side of town. 

 We intend to take taxis; because taxis are safe, aren't 

they? No woman ever got killed or raped by a taxi 

driver....did they? 

 So we get to the taxi rank...and it's the early 

hours....and the queue is down the street....and 

suddenly, up Westgate, I'm aware of being a woman on 

my own. The pulsing music; the police presence; the 

massive queue, and I'm alone; wanting to just get home. And I'm a bit pissed. I feel vulnerable. I 

feel wary. I feel I have to be assertive, and make an instant decision about how I'm gonna get 

home. 

 So; I make the decision....rightly or not, that I'm gonna walk. Because to queue, is to be alone; 

and to show my vulnerability to everyone. To be at risk. So, I walk. 

 And yes, I get home fine. I always have; I always do. For 30 years I've been walking home, 

often alone. And have arrived in safe harbour. 

 I walk along dark streets, where there are no people. I walk along suburban streets, where all 

the lights are off in the houses. And at every step, I'm calculating just how safe I am. I see the 

middle-aged man out walking his dog, and work out just how close I am to home, to be able to 

run away. Sometimes I deliberately put on a smile and say 'Good night!' to allay my fears, and 

to reassure him. 

 I......reassure him. 

 I have to walk along with all my senses heightened; I can't let my guard down. I might be a bit 

pissed, but I have to cultivate an assertive walk, don't wobble; don't appear vulnerable. Stride, 

Jan, stride!  

 I don't wear provocative clothes. Never have; aware of consequences. I am a woman in the 

twenty first century, and I am walking home alone, and I'm a bit pissed, and my awareness of 



my vulnerability is as strong now as it was when I was in my twenties. I know the facts; I am a 

feminist, and I know the figures about women's safety. Do I stay home; or do I reclaim the 

streets?  

 I walk. Feeling unsafe; unsure; and knowing that if (god forbid) anything were to happen to me, 

I would be the one blamed. This is some of the psychology women live with...now....in the 

twenty-first century. Let's make the streets safe; it's your partners, your mothers, your sisters. X 

Jan got replies..... 

You have the right to go out where you want, when you want, and wear whatever you want. As 

regards whatever needs to be done in order for you to exercise that right in peace and safety, 

about the best thing I can say is: I am listening. I think taxi drivers, and people who deliver 

groceries and takeaway food, should be CRB checked 

A H. I sometimes feel we are still in the Victorian era with regard to attitudes. I still get odd looks 

if I go into a pub on my own, sometimes I go without my husband because I want to listen to a 

band and he's not able to go with me, and invariably I get someone coming and "chatting" to me 

then getting offended if I politely point out I'm only there to listen to the band! Although when I 

recently went to my local pub I had the bassist in the band, the barman and a middle aged 

rocker all watching out for me, it was " one nod from you if anyone bothers you, and we're in 

there! " 

..S N To be honest Jan, as a man, I have similar feelings of vulnerability when walking home at 

night. I choose to not go out at night very often, partly due to this. My feelings are probably 

heightened due to giving the streets back to some menace of my imagination's creation. 

Increase the peace sister. 

Freedom of Speech – the February Forum 

Our Forum topic was prompted by the tragic episode in France 

where journalists at the office of the satirical magazine Charlie 

Hebdo were killed in retaliation for the publication of an image held 

to be an insult to the prophet Mohammed. In sum our thinking was 

that, whilst satire has a very long and respectable tradition, 

attacking others’ religion for no better reason that one can, is 

tasteless and irresponsible. Freedom of speech (or sketches|) 

should probably be constrained by respect for others and their 



views. We should not aim to offend or belittle.  We were 

reminded that anti-semitic cartoons in Nazi Germany had 

fostered a climate of opinion in which Jews could be 

persecuted and indeed exterminated without much public 

condemnation. 

Nonetheless we rather enjoyed British satire in such 

papers as Punch and Viz and on television programmes 

like ‘Spitting Image’. Cartoons of the Virgin Mary 

remonstrating with the baby Jesus as he stood on top of 

the water rather than getting into the bath were rather fun.  

What we valued most in this country was the right to hold and voice opinions in regard 

to politics and religion. But we recognised the tensions between militant secularism 

and rampant religiosity.  

We talked about the attempts to curb language by the self-appointed word-police – 

those who seek to impose ‘political correctness’. We noted that the film star Benedict 

Cumberbatch had been asked to apologise for referring to some of his colleagues in 

the theatre as ‘coloured’ actors. We were critical of these cultural trends. He has not 

intended to offend – quite the reverse – he was arguing for fair terms of employment 

for black performers. We wondered whether one could still refer to homosexual people 

as ‘queer’. It depended, we thought, as is so often the case with language, on the 

context in which the term occurs.  

What words did we use when irritated to the point of swearing? In particular what 

words did we use to respond to telephone cold callers? Perhaps they should not be 

printed here (!) but we used b…off  and s…off but not f… off.  What words would we 

refrain from using in the presence of older people?  

We realised the problems language can cause in a war of words and the awkward 

verbal – and maybe physical – situations one can get into when challenging someone 

who is clearly doing wrong.   Words can really be quite dangerous! 



What words did we not care to hear at Westgate 

Chapel? Clearly we did not expect prayers or readings 

to end with ‘In the name of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit’. We recognised that at some chapels there 

is a reluctance to say or sing the words of the Lord’s 

Prayer, or rather the Prayer of Jesus.  

This led us to digress into the question of Religious 

Education in schools. We thought it should be on the 

curriculum, with a phenomenological rather than 

doctrinal approach.  

And that led us to a recognition that the Bible is devoid of either satire or even good 

jokes.  

Perhaps you know better! 

Interfaith News for March 

 Monday 2     Luncheon Event 11am - 2.30pm 

 11am Book sharing.  12noon Meditation.  12.30pm Vegetarian lunch. 1.15pm Seminar: going 

deeper into texts, teachings and practice.    Free of charge, donations welcome.  Multifaith 

Chapel & Library, 86 Spital  Hill, Sheffield S4 7LG. Please confirm attendance to assist with 

catering. Contact Adnan Khalid 07800 776539  adnan.khalid@hotmail.co.uk  

 Friday 6     Women’s World Day of Prayer 

 Christian women of The Bahamas have planned the day of prayer for this year.  Everyone - 

men and women of all faiths - are welcome to attend. 

 10.30am Trinity Methodist Church, Aberford Road Wakefield. Contact  Janet Thompson                                                                    

janto@talktalk.net  01924 256223 

 11am Oxford Place Methodist Mission, Leeds LS1 3AX 

 Sunday March 8   International Women’s Day 

 Wednesday 11th      Bradford Interfaith Prayer for Peace 7pm 

 On the 11th of each month at the Khidmat Centre, Spencer Road, Bradford BD7 2EU 



 Thursday 26      Peter Bell Memorial Lecture         7.30pm 

 Guest speaker at Leeds Concord’s public lecture is journalist, broadcaster and interfaith leader, 

Lord Indarjit Singh CBE on The Role of Religion in Today’s Society in the East Room, Leeds 

Civic Hall. 

and for April 

 

Saturday 11   Bradford Interfaith Prayer for Peace 7pm 

On the 11th of each month at the Khidmat Centre, Spencer Road, Bradford BD7 2EU 

 

Monday 13   Religion and Conflict 

Start of a free six-week course by Future Learn from the University of Groningen 

Analyze the role of religion in conflicts and peace-building throughout history and today. 

Understand one of the world’s mosturgent issues. 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/religion-and-conflict 

Tuesday 14     Has Interfaith Dialogue lost its Prophetic Voice in the UK?         7.30pm 

 

A talk for Leeds Concord by Dr Mel Prideaux, Senior Fellow in Theology 

& Religious Studies, University of Leeds, at Roscoe Methodist Church, 

Francis Street, Chapeltown LS7 4BY 

  A WORLD TO WIN: POSTERS OF PROTEST AND 

REVOLUTION @ BARNSLEY CIVIC 

 FRI 27 MAR - SAT 13 JUN 

The Victoria and Albert Museum’s touring exhibition 

presents a century of posters agitating for political 

change. 

 From the ‘Votes for Women’ campaign of the early 

Twentieth Century to the recent Occupy movements, 

the poster has been used to mobilise, educate and 

organise. Bringing together around seventy posters 

from the V&A’s collection, A World to Win: Posters of 

Protest and Revolution looks at the defining features of 

protest graphics, showcasing the work of diverse artists, graphic designers and print collectives. It includes 

important new acquisitions, for example Rene Mederos’s poster celebrating the tenth anniversary of the 

Cuban Revolution, and includes loans from the Linen Hall Library in Belfast. 



The Chapel Pastoral Care Team  Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to 

provide a confidential ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor 

(kate@airtime.co.uk).    

The Engagement Group The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, 

engaging with one another following engagement group principles. The group has 

been dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel.   

 Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the summary 

statement and poster on display on the entrance notice board. If you have any 

concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable adults please contact the 

safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. All contact information and procedures 

are in the policy document.    

Fire Evacuation Safeguarding Procedure A chapel fire procedure is available on the 

notice board. Fire Officer is Paul Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any 

queries or concerns.     

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was established in 1662 and 

became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. It has taken a leading part in the 

economic, social, educational, political - and spiritual - development of Wakefield and 

its vicinity.   

Temporary Editor, Stephen Carlile, 182 Wakefield Road Pontefract WF8 4HE. 

07951063828. boudicca7@talktalk.net  Any copy for the next edition gratefully 

received. 

 


