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"Life without love is like a tree without 
blossom and fruit." 
-   Khalil Gibran  

 

 



Services at Westgate  
Sunday 3rd May (11-2pm) - Stephen Carlile 

(Chapel Open Day) 
Sunday 10th May – The Reverend Bill Darlison  

Sunday 17th May – Stephanie Bisby 
Sunday 24th May – Brinley Price 

Tuesday 26th May (7pm) – Paul Dawson 
Sunday 31st May – The Reverend Patrick Timperley 

Our thanks as always to our welcomers.  It's so important to have someone there to 

greet members, friends and visitors, and the contribution is not unnoticed. 
 

On Bill's suggestion, I am sending details of the Ten Rules for Living (from an 
article Phyllis saw in 1973), that meant a lot to her, and that I read out at 
yesterday's service 
  

Be so strong nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
Talk health, happiness and prosperity to everyone you meet. 
Make all your friends feel there is something special in them. 

Look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 
Think only the best, work only for the best, and expect only the best. 
Be as enthusiastic about success of others as about your own. 

Forget the mistakes of the past and press on to greater things in the future. 
Wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature a smile. 
Give so much to the improvement of yourself that you've no time to criticise 

others. 
Be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to 

permit the presence of trouble. 

Rosemary Ridgeway 

 

 

 

 



The Art Walk Review 

-Pat Howard 

Our Art exhibition on March 25th 

was by Tony Fisher, a Multimedia  Artist 

based in Derbyshire.  He brought about 40 

exciting ,challenging  photos which were 

strung up round the sides and under the 

gallery of the Chapel as if they were on a 

washing line and indeed the line of rope and 

string was the underlying link between the 

pictures.  Over 40 years Tony has carved out a reputation for capturing the unexpected 

in everyday life. 

 He has used his personal experiences to comment on a range of topics such 

 as global warming, provision for the elderly and people with disabilities through his 

richly coloured and compelling images. 

       Despite suffering severe mental health problems following the sudden 

 death of his parents,  and then the loss of his wife to motor neurone disease he has 

been able to 

be creative 

and 

sensitively 

produce 

beautiful 

pictures. His 

Art has 

helped him 

cope with his 

daily life and 

depression. 

     So I am 

very glad that 

I attended on 

a wet and 

windy evening. 



Interfaith News 

Hello friends , 

Wakefield Interfaith Group seeks to nurture respect, understanding, 

friendship and cooperation among faith communities and to foster justice and 

peace in multi-cultural Wakefield. We hold a number of meetings each year 

which are open to those of any faith and none. Our next meeting is to be held in 

the Community Hall of St Austin's Church, Wentworth Terrace WF1 3QN on 

Tuesday April 21st at 6.30pm. The first part of the meeting will be a general 

meeting to elect officers for the coming year, to discuss progress and to set our 

future direction.  

There will then be a talk about the work of Wakefield District City of 

Sanctuary given by Linda Fielding with an opportunity to discuss the issues 

raised. After the meeting there will be time to socialise and enjoy some food 

together. If you can, please bring some savoury or sweet vegetarian food to 

share.  

Fairtrade tea 

and coffee will be 

provided.We look 

forward to welcoming 

you.  

Cynthia                                          

Dickinson 

 

 

 

 



Organ Recitals    

We have a series of Friday lunchtime organ recitals beginning this month.  They 

will take place at 1pm and last for about 45 minutes each. 15 May  Simon 

Lindley (Leeds Town Hall and Leeds Minster), 22 May Philip Tordoff (Emeritus 

organist Halifax Minster), 29 May  David Baker (Professor, Halifax Organ 

Academy).  Admission is free but donations to the organ fund would be 

welcomed. 

The Chapel Pastoral Care Team  Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are 

willing to provide a confidential ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate 

Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk).    

 

Tour de Yorkshire on May 3rd 

Wakefield will be the starting spot for the coming Tour de Yorkshire.  We do 

hope it's a good event, and at the last committee meeting we decided it may be 

an opportunity to open the chapel to visitors who may want to have a look.  

Kate has been  busy ensuring we are part of the official programme. We intend 

to start at 11 and finish at 2, leaving the doors open to any visitors who come in. 

It won't be a service free day however as Stephen will break a service up which 

will be delivered at times over the tree hours.  Any gaps in between can be filled 

with members doing anything they like, or quiet can be kept.  We hope to have 

a set of historical slides which will show on the Mulberry way wall. 

Kate has produced a wonderful Westgate Chapel Public Charter for people to 

read- 

Westgate Chapel Public Charter 

Westgate Chapel is a congregation that celebrates life. Our motto: live better, help 

often, wonder more. Our mission: to help everyone find and fulfil their full potential. We 

are here for everyone who wants to: 



• Live Better. We aim to provide inspiring, thought-provoking and practical 

ideas that help people to live the lives they want to lead and be the people they want to 

be 

• Help Often. We are a community of action building lives of purpose, 

encouraging us all to help anyone who needs it to support each other 

• Wonder More. Hearing talks, singing as one, listening to readings helps us to 

connect with each other and the wonderful world in which we live. 

Our Sunday Gathering 

1. Is a 100% celebration of life. We are born from nothing and perhaps go to 

nothing. Let’s enjoy life together. 

2. Has no doctrine. We have no set texts so we can make use of wisdom from 

all sources be they secular or religious texts. 

3. Is radically inclusive. Everyone is welcome, regardless of their beliefs – this is 

a place of love that is open and accepting. We won’t tell you that what you believe or 

think is wrong, or what we think is right. We are all one family, brothers, sisters, 

cousins. We need not be alike to love alike. 

4. Won’t tell you how to live, but will try to help you do it as well as you can. 

5. Just by being with us you should be energised, vitalised, restored, repaired, 

refreshed and recharged. No matter what the subject of our Sunday Gathering, it will 

solace worries, provoke kindness and inject a touch of transcendence into the 

everyday. But life can be tough… It is. Sometimes bad things happen to good people, 

we have moments of weakness or life just isn’t fair. We are a place of love and 

compassion, where, no matter what your situation, you are welcomed, accepted and 

loved. 

6. Most of all, have fun, be nice and join in. 

7. And remember point 1… Our Sunday Gathering is a celebration of the one life 

we know we have.              Contact:  Kate Taylor  19 Pinder’s Grove. WF1 4AH 



Report of the Yorkshire Unitarian Union Meeting - Saturday 

21st March 

 

Along with David Arthur I represented Westgate Chapel at the Yorkshire 

Unitarian Union (YUU) meeting held at Bradford on Saturday 21st March. In the 

morning the Reverend Jo James led an interesting session on the use of the 

voice in worship. Prior to training for the ministry Jo's professional background 

was in the theatre and he was able to share much learning from that 

experience. 

 

After lunch and opening devotions the quarterly business meeting took place. 

The most significant decision which was taken was that the YUU would go 

ahead and seek to recruit a District minister). A discussion also took place 

regarding the motions on the agenda for the forthcoming Unitarian & Free 

Christian General Assembly and I am pleased to report that the YUU supported 

our motion concerning the payment of organists. 

 

Following the business meeting there was the formal launch of 'Roots and 

Wings', the book marking the bi-centenary of the Yorkshire Unitarian Union.  

 

Chris Pilkington 

The Chapel Faeries 

For our pagan members May is the special time of Beltane, and a year ago we 

had a special service looking at this festival.  It's a time of fertility and growth, a 

time to ask protection for those little lambs going out in to the world, and a time 

to reflect on maturing. 

An aspect of pagan belief....and indeed of non-pagan belief is faeries.  

Sometimes mischievous, like the ones who take my collection envelopes and 

change the number on them, and sometimes much more benevolent.  There 

are the faeries who bring the flowers to grace the table at the front of church.  



There are the faeries who put biscuits in the kitchen, and coffee, and tea, sugar 

in the bowls and milk in the fridge.  Some bring drinks for kids and people who 

don't drink hot stuff.  The toilet faerie brings toilet rolls and soap...she has a less 

glamorous life....but some have been sorely disappointed when she hasn't 

visited.  Not happy with the shelter of the church some roam the grounds, 

digging up that which isn't wanted and tending that which is. 

We are grateful for all the faery folk do, unseen, and unasked, but deeply 

appreciated, and sometimes only noticed when the faeries are tired, or feeling 

off colour.  It's at times like this that we realise just how much we rely on the 

kindness of others, and how often we've taken it for granted that it'll be sorted. 

So, while the faeries are resting, could we 

a, take time to appreciated all that's been done 

b, wish them a speedy recovery 

c, try to fill the gaps and watch out for needs we didn't notice that were there 

until they became all too obvious! 

General Assembly of Unitarian & Free Christian Churches 

Annual Meetings - Report 
 

I was proud to represent Westgate Chapel at the General Assembly (GA) 

Meetings 

held at in Birmingham from Sunday 29th March to Wednesday 1st April. The 

meetings opened with a video of 'The Gospel According to Jesus Queen of 

Heaven' 

written by Jo Clifford, one of Scotland's most respected playwright. The 

performance which portrayed Jesus as a transsexual woman was about 

rescuing 

Jesus from the fundamentalists.  

 

Events on the Sunday concluded with a well conducted Anniversary Service led 



by 

the Reverend Sheena Gabriel with the preacher being the Reverend John 

Harley. 

The theme of the service was the 'Conference of the Birds'. More detail about it 

can be found in the latest edition of the Inquirer. 

 

I diligently attended the business meetings throughout the week. The GA 

appears 

to be in reasonable financial health although a debate about live giving within 

the denomination is needed in the context of matching funding from the 

Bowland 

Trust being due to run out in 10 years time. Motions were passed expressing 

concern about the proposed Transatlantic Trade & Investment Partnership 

treaty 

and encouraging support for non-animal medical research. I am pleased to 

report 

that our motion calling on the denomination to develop guidelines for the 

payment of organists and other musicians was passed albeit not without 

opposition. We may wish to offer our help to the Executive Committee in 

developing the detail of the guidelines before they are presented to a 

subsequent GA for approval. 

 

Outside the business meetings I attended the Unitarian Christian Association 

(UCA) meeting and the launch of the new UCA book, 'Our Christian Faith', the 

Executive Committee Q&A session, the Psychical Society meeting on 'The Fifth 

Love: An Exploration of Accounts of the Extraordinary', the Unitarian History 

Society AGM and an event organised by the Unitarian Woman's Group on 

'Prevention 

is Possible: Ending International Violence Against Woman & Girls'. I also made 

a 

point of attending the Unitarian Association for Lay Ministry session on the 

'Hatches, Matches and Dispatches: The New Rites of Passage Course' and the 

UK 



Unitarian TV meeting on 'Working with Congregations'. In regard to the latter I 

provisionally put our name down for the UK Unitarian TV team to visit us in 

2016 

and film a service. 

 

Proceedings concluded on the Wednesday morning with the installation of the 

Reverend John Clifford as President of the General Assembly of Unitarian & 

Free 

Christian Churches for 2015/2016. John will be leading worship at Westgate 

Chapel in January 2016. 

 

Chris Pilkington 

AN INTERFAITH TALK ORGANISED BY LEEDS CONCORD 

   On Tuesday April 14th there was a meeting of people concerned with 

Interfaith relations at Roscoe Methodist Church, Francis Street, Chapeltown, 

Leeds, LS7 4BY. Wakefield was well represented with Unitarians, Roman 

Catholics, Pagan and United Reformed Church present.      The speaker, Mel 

Prideaux, Senior Fellow in Theology and Religious Studies, University of Leeds,  

spoke on:  'Has Interfaith Dialogue lost its Prophetic Voice in the U.K?' 

   She felt that it was important  to have a long view of the subject, thinking 

about what happened in and after Biblical times.  It is not a new thing 

happening. 

   Several important studies have been made, such as John Hick's work on 

Pluralism and : 'Transformation  by Integration,' by Perry Schudt Leukel. 

  She referred to Fundamentalism versus Syncretism.  The word Syncretism is 

a very old word meaning an attempt to combine or reconcile differing beliefs, 

and it originally referred to the union of Cretan cities which joined together 

against a common enemy. Are we doing that now? 



   The state has been funding activities involving mixed faith groups for several 

years now. Why has it been funding them? What will happen if the funds stop?   

Is Interfaith rising as religion declines?   Is the changing face of Interfaith 

activity related to changing religion?  Would it exist without the state?  What 

about the Church of the Jedi? 

   Mel said that marginal people who can move across boundaries and join in 

fellowship and  other communal activities with other groups are very important.   

This was a useful meeting. We were not home until 11.15 p.m., but I am glad I 

attended  and I want to read the books mentioned. 

"Building Our Identity Religious Education Course

 

Further to the April newsletter can I remind you all that we are planning to

start running short religious education courses using material produced by the

Unitarian General Assembly. The first course we be on 'Building Our Identity'

which is designed to increase understanding of the objects of the General

Assembly and build Unitarian identity. As such it may be of particular interest

to those new or relatively new to Unitarianism although 'veterans' are welcome

too. 

The course is run over five sessions and the initial plan is to hold them over

consecutive weekday or Sunday evenings and for the meetings to be held in 

the homes of members willing to host them although no one will

be a host. It is anticipated that the course will start in June. 

Two people have already put their name down for the course but we need two 

or three more to make it viable. 

If any member or friend of the Chapel would like to join the course 

let Chris Pilkington know on 01226 700260 01226 700260

chris.pilkington@phonecoop.coop 
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The Engagement Group The group chooses a location and theme for each 

meeting, engaging with one another following engagement group 

principles. The group has been dormant for a while, so if you are 

interested please get in touch. Contact Steve (boudicca7@ta

Mel at Chapel.   

 Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 

summary statement and poster on display on the entrance notice board. If 

you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 

adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 

All contact information and procedures are in the policy document.   

Fire Evacuation Safeguarding Procedure A chapel fire procedure is 

available on the notice board. Fire Officer is Paul Dawson,

contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns.     

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was established in 

1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. It has taken 

a leading part in the economic, social, educational, political 

- development of Wakefield and its vicinity.   

Temporary Editor, Stephen Carlile, 182 Wakefield Road Pontefract WF8 

4HE. 07951063828. boudicca7@talktalk.net  Any copy for the next edition 

gratefully received. 
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