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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 and 
became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth 
century.  
It has taken a leading part in the economic, 
social, educational, political - and spiritual - 
development of Wakefield and its vicinity. 

‘Praying’, by Mary Oliver 

It doesn’t have to be 

the blue iris, it could be 

weeds in a vacant lot, or a few 

small stones, just 

pay attention, then patch 

 

a few words together and don’t try 

to make them elaborate, this isn’t  

a contest but the doorway 

 

into thanks, and a silence in which 

another voice may speak. 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Gathering for Worship in November 

Sunday 3rd Nov 3pm: Chapel Anniversary. Service lead by 
Revd. Alex Bradley (Principal of Unitarian 
College, Manchester) 

Sunday 10th Nov 3pm:  Service lead by David Arthur  

Sunday 17th Nov 3pm:  Service lead by Rosemary Frances Lloyd 

Sunday 24th Nov 3pm:  Service lead by Chris Pilkington 

Tuesday 26th Nov 7pm:  Evening service lead by David Arthur 

 

Sunday Welcoming Rota 

Sunday Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel 
welcome at our services. As always, if you are unable to act as 
welcomer on the day indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

Sunday 3rd November: John Goodchild 

Sunday 10th November: Pat Howard 

Sunday 17th November: Ralph Denby 

Sunday 24th November: Kate Taylor 

 

Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 

arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know! 
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Chapel Events in November 

The Westgate Forum Tuesday 5th November at 10.30am 

In view of the continuing cuts we shall discuss what local authorities 

should provide for their inhabitants. 

 

Chapel Committee Tuesday 12th November at 7pm 

The Chapel Committee meets in the vestry to discuss the activities and 

organising of the Chapel community. If you have any issues you would 

like to be raised please forward them to Kate Taylor (contact details on 

back page).  

 

The Art Walk Wednesday 27th November 5pm to 9pm 

This month’s art walk will feature work by Robert Truscott, graduate of 

Winchester School of Art, whose sculpture, Defeat, was the winner of 

the Threadneedle Prize Visitor Choice Award in 2012.  

 

Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday 1st December 

After the morning service (10.30am) on Sunday 1st December there will 

be a bring-and-share lunch followed by the congregational meeting at 

which the principle tasks are the appointment of new officers and 

committee members and the approval of the annual report. A sheet for 

nominations for officers and for members of the committee will be 

available at the back of the Chapel from Sunday 10th November. 
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Chapel News 

Fruit from the Harvest Festival 

Thanks to all those who brought fruit for our harvest festival. This was 

taken the following day to Wakefield Baptist Church and has been 

gratefully consumed by the rough sleepers who meet there on Monday 

and Thursday afternoons.  

The Interfaith Gathering for Prayers for Peace 

Cynthia Dickinson, as secretary of Wakefield Interfaith Council, 

presided and put together a very appropriate programme. We had 

Anglican, Brahma Kumaris, Baptist, Methodist, Muslim, Pagan, Quaker 

and United Reformed readers at this successful event. 

Further news on Wakefield Literary Festival 

The Chapel was crowded on 21st and 27th September when novelist 

Tracy Chevalier, and television documentary maker and historian 

Michael Wood (see photo in October newsletter) gave talks. A good 

number also visited the Chapel on the morning of 28th September for 

the Literary Walk; John Goodchild read a hymn by the Reverend 

Andrew Chalmers: 
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Junior  
Weekend 
 
A Report by Joshua Carlile 

 
 

 

 

 

Junior weekend is an opportunity for ages 7-11 year olds to meet new 

people and to get stuck in with some activities, indoor and outdoor. 

Some adults stay with children and help out with the weekend so it will 

be easier for leaders, Louise, Ella, Claire and Jim so if they need to do or 

plan other activities for us, then other adults can look after us in the 

meantime. The weekend is very good because you can meet new 

friends and is also an opportunity to get away from home for the 

weekend. The first and last time you go there, you will get your head 

covered in trough water after church on the Sunday morning and then 

head back to the centre. Another very good thing is that you get to 

make a lot of things every time you go. I once made a turtle with a 

sticky out belly with a moustache on it. It was so fun and I think that 

was probably in 2011. I have now been going there for five years and 

trust me, I have enjoyed it every single time. This next time I go will be 

my last and I am very sad to leave because I enjoy all the leaders 

company so much and thanks to Louise, Ella, Claire and Jim, I have 

enjoyed all my years there and if they weren’t there, I wouldn’t of had 

such a good time in my life!!! Thank you so much once again, Louise, 

Ella, Claire and Jim. Xxx 
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Is there ever any occasion for war? 

The Westgate Forum, 1st October 2013 

A Report by Kate Taylor 

 

There was one among us who was an out-and-out pacifist. All war is 

wrong. Conversely there was another who had been a pacifist until 

Hitler invaded Poland and he read Mein Kampf and who had then 

accepted that there are justifiable wars.  

Of course, being Unitarians we had to define what we meant by war. It 

might be a revolution or war of independence, it might be a matter of 

neighbours arguing over the fence. It might be a matter of defending 

one’s territory against an aggressor.  It might be the prosecution of a 

cause, as with the suffragettes. Surely intervention to arrest ethnic 

cleansing was a just war. People who hold power do not care about 

dialogue and discussion of the moral status of their deeds. Direct 

action may be the only way to make a point.  But then isn’t capitalism 

simply warfare disguised as economic sense?  

There were benefits which accrued from warfare, it was said. The 

setting up of the United Nations when it gained a charter in 1945 was 

an example, although it had not proved successful in eliminating war. 

More successful, if sometimes dangerous, were the developments in 

science and technology, with nuclear power being the foremost.  The 

availability of dynamite had immense advantages in coalmining and in 

the construction of railway or waterway tunnels. War had brought 

about advances in telecommunications. The treatment at Stoke 

Mandeville of those with fearful injuries to their limbs had led to major 

developments in artificial limbs and a changed attitude to those with 

disabilities. War itself is a bonus to another sort of arms manufacturer!  
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Peace, one of us suggested, also yielded benefits as in the field of 

genetics, whether in identifying a gene that causes a disabling wasting 

away, or in modifying crops to bring about disease-resistant strains.  

We talked about how warfare has changed over the ages, from 

involving hand-to-hand combat amongst the supporters of opposing 

causes, to involving high explosives or chemical weapons that bring 

about mass destruction.  

We saw extremism – manifest in bodies such as the Taleban or Al 

Quaeda – as the greatest threat to peace. But we could find no way of 

bringing about a serene Utopia. 

 

Participants at the Chapel’s October Interfaith Gathering for Prayers for Peace 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential ear 

and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 
 

The Engagement Group 

The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 

one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 

Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 

Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 

summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 

you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 

adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 

All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 

A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 

Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN, 01924 781020 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

