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October 2014 

 

Gathering for Worship in October 

Sunday October 5th  3pm  
Harvest Festival led by Stephen Carlile 
Bring fresh fruit for our harvest display. This will then be taken to St Catherine's 
food bank on the following day. What are needed are oranges, pears, apples, 
plums, apricots - but importantly nothing too ripe!  And nothing exotic.  The fruit 
must be able to stay good for a few days. 

 
Sunday October 12th 3pm  
Sunday Worship led by Chris Pilkington  

    
Sunday October 19th 3pm  
Interfaith Gathering for Prayers of Peace led by Cynthia Dickinson 

 

Sunday October 26th 3pm  
Sunday Worship led by visiting preacher, Kate McKenna  
Kate is a second-year ministry student at Oxford, and regularly leads worship at 
the Octagon Chapel in Norwich. Despite northern parents, she has never led 

worship further north than Great Hucklow. 
 

Tuesday October 28th  7pm  
Exploring Genesis. Evening Worship led by Paul Dawson 
 

 
 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Chapel News and Notices 
 

Stephen Carlile will this month take on the role of President of the Yorkshire 
Unitarian Lay Preachers’ Association 
 

Sunday Welcoming Rota 
Please arrange an exchange if you are unable to act as welcomer 
Sunday October 5th: Bill Humphreys 
Sunday October 12th: Liz Kitson  
Sunday October 19th: Pat Howard 
Sunday October 26th: Chris Pilkington 
 

The Westgate Forum Tuesday 7th October 10.30am 
The topic for discussion: What are the greatest threats to our way of life and 
how best can they be countered? 
 

Conscientious Objectors Tuesday 14 October 7.30pm 
Our speaker is Cyril Pearce, author of Comrades in Conscience: The story of an 
English community’s opposition to the Great War (New edition, 2014) He has 
recently completed the  Pearce Register of British Conscientious Objectors, a 
database of more than 17,000 COs which is to go on–line this autumn  as part of 
the Imperial War Museum’s ‘Lives of the First World War’ project. 

 

The Yorkshire Unitarian Union and Lay Preachers’ Association Meeting 
Saturday October 11th Everyone welcome! Hull Unitarians, Hull  HU2 8TA 
 

10.30   Arrivals (tea and coffee available) 
11.00    Kate Taylor will lead on ‘Planning an interfaith gathering for prayers for 

peace’. Please try to bring a suitable reading. 
12.15 to 1.15 Lunch – drinks available – bring a sandwich 
1.15 Short opening devotions led by Bernard McHugh 
1.40 The Annual General Meeting of the YUU. 
2.45 Robert Ince, convenor of the GA Executive Committee and link to the 

YUU brings us up to speed on Unitarian national issues and thinking. 
3.15 YUU Quarterly Meeting – considering the current issues in the district – 

the nitty-gritty of running a district and supporting its members 
4.15 Tea provided by the Hull congregation 
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How can we inculcate or foster goodness? The September Forum  - a 

report from Kate Taylor 

It was, of course, a matter first of determining what we understand by 

goodness.  Paul’s insistence on the pre-eminence of charity (a generosity of 

spirit) was suggested. But we also spoke of doing that which is held to please 

God. Here we recognised an immediate problem since different faiths, and 

different sects within faiths, have different ideas of what will please their god. 

From the medieval Crusades to the present activities of Jihadists there has been 

a willingness to perpetrate some pretty obnoxious deeds in the name of divine 

authority.  A second problem lies in the cultural changes that take place in what 

is deemed good, or at least acceptable. We were reminded that until recently 

homosexuality was regarded as wicked.  In practice, then, we recognised that 

there could be no absolute goodness.  

We turned to how a desire to be and to do good can be quickened.  The role of 

parents and teachers was stressed in demanding acceptable behaviour, whether 

by exhortation, example, or the use of punishment.  How important are 

rewards? Much of the moral teaching of the Bible seemed to at least one of us 

to be about earning a reward: ‘Honour your father and mother that your days 

may be long in the land the Lord your God is giving you’; ‘Blessed are the meek 

for they shall inherit the earth’.  Perhaps it is morally better to be good for 

nothing – that is for no reward.  

Perhaps goodness can be encouraged by the kindness and the interest in us 

shown by others. Prison visitors, for example, may inspire some remorse in 

those they meet. We thought of other people who might be role models. At 

least one Unitarian minister of the past was held to be the embodiment of 

goodness. But we did not necessarily think that most ministers were good role 

models.  

We did not think moral virtue can be inspired – at least not permanently – by 

the exhortation of charismatic preachers. One of us recalled going to hear the 

American evangelist Billy Graham and to seeking a mass of people coming 

forward to declare themselves saved. He was sceptical.  
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 Could prayers have a moral influence? There was no enthusiasm for them! We 

recognised, however, that hymns are often recommendations to virtuous 

conduct. Since we like to sing them, perhaps the messages rub off. 

Is goodness perhaps something instinctive, we wondered? If so it would need 

no teaching. One of us quoted Wordsworth’s reference to ‘those little 

unremembered acts of kindness and of love’.  In fact the poet attributes them to 

the influence of the beauty of the natural world on his senses.  

It was argued that literature can be fundamental in bringing about that concern 

for one’s fellow men and women that prompts compassion. In reading we learn, 

vicariously, to care about people and the situations they are placed in and to 

hope for a good outcome for them. But to counter that we noted the pervasive 

influence of television in making cruelty and violence seem attractive.   

The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential 
ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

Safeguarding 
Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the summary 
statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If you have 
any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable adults please 
contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. All contact 
information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 
A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 
Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN, 01924 781020 melanieprideaux@virginmedia.com 
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